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A RENCOUNTER. 


ILMOT, after the moſt favorable 
voyage, having touched but at one 
iſland to take in freſh water, arrived ſafe at 
Bombay, whence he proceeded with ail ex- 
pedition to Bengal, was moſt happy in the 
execution of his commiſſions, at leaſt in the 
proſpect of their future and ſpeedy accom- 
pliſhment, and, loaded with prefents and 
rewards, for his diligent and upright con- 
duct, returned to England, what he called 
a rich man, for he had realiſed above three 
thouſand pounds, beſides the claim of grow- 
ing benefits. | | 
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2 ELFRIDA. 
He enquired for Captain Overbury, but 


had the mortification to find he had left the 


metropolis, and was preparing, as a duty, to 
make a viſit to his father, when he happened 
to ſee Mrs. Elliſon in the front boxes at 
Covent-Garden theatre. 

The tragedy of the Gameſter was the 
dramatic bill of fare, and the tender Elfrida 


would have been diſtreſſed by the poet's 


pencil, if her huſband, inſtead of being ad- 
diced to it, had entertained a diſlike for the 
high-bred amuſement of gaming; but ſitu- 
ated as ſhe was, ſhe entered into every viciſ- 
ſitude, and felt the concluſion, a natural 
termination of the exiſtence of a man preci- 
pitated from the elevation of hope, into the 
depths of diſappointment; a tranſition that 
muſt fall with tenfold weight upon the heart 
with no reſources in itſelf, and reſting wholly 
upon the exterior of happineſs. 

Wilmot paſſed the evening in anxiouſly 
tracing the turns in Elfrida's countenance, 
who was too much taken up with the per- 
formance, to look for faces which ſhe might 
know 1n the pit; and more particularly as 
her connexions were all of that rank, which 
made it very unlikely ſhe could have a friend 
there. 1 


Wilmot was not diſpleaſed to perceive, 


that ſhe did not appear to be much delighted 
with her company ; for, though people of 
faſhion, they were not the people he could 

have 
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have wiſhed her to approve; and, by dint of 
cloſe obſervation and well-timed retiring, 
he enabled himſelf to diſcover her place of 
reſidence ; then walked home more than 
uſually diſconſolate. 

He every day reſolved to leave town, yet 
every day deferred his departure, for which 
conduct he could no otherwiſe account, 
than from his diſinclination to view a ſpot 
that might occaſion him unending painful re- 
collection. 

He generally ſpent ſome hours at Will's 
Coffee-houſe, either morning or evening; 
it was in the neighborhood of Elfrida, and, 
therefore, an intereſting kind of ſituation to 
him; being both generous and kind to the 
walters, was a great favorite with them, 1n- 
ſomuch that it was a fort of conteſt with 
them who ſhould attend the Gentleman in 
the Emperor's eye, the color of his coat. 

One morning having read the papers, and 
finiſhed his coftee, he was preparing himſelf 
for a ſolitary walk in the park, when one of 
the waiters haſtily ran up to him, and beg» 
ged he would come and prevent bloodſhed ; 
two gentlemen, ſaid the young fellow, have 
drawn thetr {words upon each other above, 
and I fear there will be miſchief. 

Wilmot, ever obedient to the call of hu- 
manity, bid him lead to them, and foon 
drew near enough to hear the cauſe of their 
quarrel, and he thought the farſt voice that 
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reached his ear, was not unknown to him, 
though thick and tremulous with paſſion. 

„And fo, Sir,” ſaid one of them,“ you 
have drawn your ſword upon me, and hold 
me to my defence, becauſe I have made you 
an offer to reſtore the ſtake I have won, 
which is an handſome one, and as you have 
confeſſed to me, your all, if you will only 
give me a chance, by your introduction of 
me to your wife, for obtaining her favor, 
and have thus wound yourſelf up to the ſan- 
guinary attempt of running me through the 
body.“ 

* I have undone her,” replied the other, 
* but will die in defence of her ſpotleſs ho- 
nor; ſhe is an angel, my Lord, if I am a 
devil; but, come on, this to your wicked 
heart, for ſeeking to make a deſperate huſ- 
band a pander to his own wife, and that wife 
Elfrida Elliſon.“ 

Wilmot had heard enough, and endeavored 
to enter the apartment, but the door was 
bolted, and Elliſon's arm prevailing, he ran 
his ſword quite through his antagoniſt's 
body, then wildly exclaimed, ** the meaſure 
of my miſery is now complete; I have not 
one friend on earth either to aſſiſt or pity 
me.“ | 

As he uttered theſe words Wilmot forced 
the door, and ſupporting him, for he was, 
for ſome moments, 1ncapable of ſupporting 
himſelf, he ſaid, you are happily . 
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4 
for you have a friend in me who will do 
both.” 

* If it is poſſible you are a friend,” ſaid 
Elliſon, ©* O fly to my houſe, break my de- 
ſtruction tenderly upon my Elfrida, fave her 
from inſult, and bid her not exccrate the au- 
thor of the fcene of horror into which ſhe 
will be plunged, and deliver that moſt ami- 
able and injured woman, deliver her into the 
arms of her family; whilſt 1—“ 

“Courage, ſaid Wilmot, “ you have 
fought in a worthy cauſe; for, though I 
hold duelling to be the next crime to ſuicide, 
your provocation was lo ſevere, that I won- 
der not at your conduct; and the world, 
when it hears your ſtory, wil! :cknowledge, 
that in the midſt of your vices you have 
brilliant virtues; for, had I died by your 
hands, on a ſimilar occaſion, I would have 
died celebrating your honeſt proweſs.” 

This Wilmot ſaid to him, as he hurried 
him to the door of the coffee-houſe; and 
having fortunately got a Hackney coach, 
which was going by empty, he bid the fel- 
low drive up St. Martin's-lane, beyond the 
church, and wait for him; ſaying, ** Who 
knows what good news! may have for you, 
reſpecting the gentleman.” 

„Come with me,” ſaid Elliſon, ** that I 
may tell you all.“ Wilmot ſtepped into 
the coach, and the man obeyed the orders 
he had received, 
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* I muſt fly,” ſaid Elliſon, “ England is 
no longer a home for me.” 

* But how will you diſpoſe of yourſelf,” 
ſaid Wilmot, 

I will go a volunteer to America, and 
die fighting for my king and country,” 

*« True,” faid Wilmot, © the French and 
Spaniards deſerve we ſhould meet them in 
the field, but you muſt not go without the 
means of ſubſiſtence; all I have about me 
{hall be yours, and may it prove ſerviceable.” 
He then produced notes, to the amount of 
an hundred and fifty pounds, which he 


Preſſed Elliſon to accept; but he would on- 


ly take the fifty; ſaying, his wife would 
ſtand in need of his generoſity; then wring- 
ing his unknown friend by the hand, for in 
his diſtreſs he was unable to diſcover the 
features of Wilmot, and more particularly 
under the manly appearance a voyage to 
the Eaſt had given him. 

J will fee you again,” ſaid Wilmot, 


quitting the coach as ſoon as it ſtopped, ** ſo 


wait, I conjure you, my return.” 

He flew back to the coffee-houſe; the 
Gentleman was not dead, the ſword had 
miſled the vitals; and, though his condition 
was dangerous, the Surgeon who attended 
did not apprehend his wounds to be mortal. 
Concetving himſelf the meſſenger of glad 
tidings, he haſtened once more to Elliſon, 
but Elliſon, in deſpair, had ordered himſelf 

to 
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to be conveyed (as Wilmot afterwards 
learned) into the city; and, taking a chaiſe, 
ſet forward for Portſmouth, and from Portſ- 
mouth for America, without a moment's de- 
lay, but without any regular plan of pro- 
cedure. 

Wilmot, who flattered himſelf he ſhould 
be before-hand with the harpies, now went 
to offer his ſervices to Elfrida, but had the 
mortification to find her in the midſt of the 
wreck, pale but compoſed, and without one 
perſon to ſupport or comfort her. 

He approached her; I am ſpared a tale, 
Madam, which | knew not how to tell you; 
truſt yourſelf with me, I will convey you to 
a place of ſhelter and ſafety.” 

% Wilmot,” ſaidElfrida, © Wilmot a ſe- 
cond time my deliverer; (then correcting 
herſelf,) diſpoſe of me,” ſaid ſhe, as your 
benevolence dictates; I know by experience 
of how much virtue you are capable.” 
Hie conducted her to a coach which he 
had brought with him, and ordered the man 
to go to Bury-ſtreet, St. James's. | 

The lodgings I ſhall give up to you,” 
ſaid Wilmot, “are not altogether worthy of 
you, but the people are good, and will re- 
vere your misfortunes,” | 

I muſt not, I ſuppoſe, aſk,” ſaid El- 
frida, what is become of my huſband ? 
but, Sir, if his liberty is forfeited, I ſhall 
not hold myſelf entitled to be at large; his 
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character is an extraordinary mixture of 


kindneſs and ill- humor, but all the returns 


of his heart, I can, with truth affirm, are to 
me, and he will be ſenſible of the attentions 
which the duty of a wife commands me to 
pay him.” | 

* Mr, Elliſon, Madam,” returned Wil- 
mot, “ is free, but the nature of his circum- 
ſtances require he ſhonld leave England, 
and I believe I may venture to tell you he is 
now many miles diſtant from London. I 
will write with all proper caution to Mr, 
and Mrs. Overbury, they can better come 
to you than you can go to them, for I have 
every reaſon to apprehend the Grange is 
amongſt the number of the loſſes Mr. El- 
liſon has ſuſtained.“ 

The coach now ſtopped, and Wilmot 
conducted Elfrida into a parlor, defiring that 
the miſtreſs of the houſe would come to 
them, when Elfrida looking upon Wilmot's 
clothes, perceived them bloody, and cried 
out, O Sir, what new alarms are theſe? my 
huſband ! has the friend of my infancy im- 
brued his hands in my huſband's blood ?” 

*© Deareſt, heſt of women,” ſaid Mr. Wil- 
mot, do not torture yourſelf with needleſs 
apprehenſions ; the man before you would 
hold it blaſphemy, with ſuch pollution on his 
head, to approach you; but know Mr. El- 
liſon has fought, nobly fought to chaſtiſe a 
titled villain, who, having plundered RE 
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his fortune, would have bought a paſs- 
port, by a reſtoration of that plunder, for a 
moſt diabolical purpoſe to Mrs. Overbury's 
Elfrida ; Elliſon heard the propofal with 
horror, and rejected it with ſpirit; and this 
infamous man of faſhion 1s now in the hands 
of his Surgeon.” 

She ſunk upon the arm of her chair; then 
opening her eyes; Heaven, in the midſt 
of its wrath,” ſaid ſhe, © has remembered 
mercy. I am happy, Mr. Wilmot, that 
neither my dear mother nor myſelf, have loſt 
our friend in your perſon.” 

Mrs. Portman, the woman of the houſe, 
now preſented herſelf, with fifty curtſies and 
five hundred apologies for the being taken at 
ſuch an unawares, propoſed a diſh of coffee, 
as the beſt cordial for both lady and gentle- 
man, after their fatigue; but Wilmot, find- 
ing Elfrida better, politely took his leave, to 
Write, he ſaid to Mr, Overbury. 

To write—would it not be much kinder 
to fly down upon the wings of friendſhip? 
the man that was worth three thouſand 
pounds muſt .be a churl, to ſpare upon 
ſuch an occaſion ; ſo ſending a note to Mrs. 
Portman, conjuring her to call in a Phyſi—- 
clan, if neceſſary, and to ſpare no expence 
for the accommodation of Mrs, Elliſon, he 
ordered a poſt-chaſe and four, and throwing 
himſelf into it, ſet off for Briſtol. 

35 But 
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But recollecting the Lieutenant's old 
lodgings, and conceiving Mrs. Elliſon 
might prefer being there, to even the beſt 
ſituation amongſt ſtrangers, he ſtopped the 
poſtillions, and bid them take him to York- 


ſtreet, a place, in his confuſion, which he 


had qnite forgot; and giving theſe friends 
of Mr. Overbury the general heads of Mrs. 
Elliſon's unfortunate buſineſs, he beſought 
them to render her their beſt ſervices. 

Freſh horſes, and a judicious exerciſe of 
bribery and corruption to the poſtillions, ſo 
happily expedited him, that he arrived at 
the Grange before my Lord's myrmidons ; 
and was petrified to behold the little boy and 
girl, whom he had taken under his protec- 
tion at breakfaſt with the Lieutenant and 
his wife, as if quite at home, and under 
the paternal wing, and improved to a mi- 
racle. | 

He had, however, in his haſte, ſtill the 
ſame clothes on, and the hearts of his worthy 
friends were agonized. Is Elfrida ſafe ?” 
ſaid they, and the wretched Elliſon?” 

Both, both are ſafe,” replied Wilmot; 
e but a change of fortune has taken place; 


the vice of gaming, which Mr. Elliſon un- 
| happily contraQted, has robbed him of his 


laſt ſhilling, together with this houſe, and 
all that belongs to it. But, fallen as he is, 
I muſt teach you to reſpect him, (Mrs. 
Overbury ſighed and looked at the e 

or 
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for he is no leſs the vidim of virtue than 
of vice, upon this occaſion ;” adding all the 
particulars. 

Mr. and Mrs. Overbury were wrapped in 
aſtoniſnment; the little boy looked round 
him for a moment, and burſt into tears. 

„Why weeps my little man?” ſaid Wil- 
mot. 

“ Becauſe my Captain is ill, ſaid he, 
and you are ill (to Mrs. Overbury) and 
you are ill too (to Wilmot) and who will love 
me, if I loſe you?” 

Mrs. Overbury kiſſed both the children, 
for the girl was hanging about her in the 
utmoſt diſtreſs, and a ſervant was called to 
take them home; for, as it was Elliſon's 
houſe, the children were only viſitants, not 
reſidents, under their friend's roof. 

Mrs. Overbury befought Wilmot not to 
ſacrifice his life in the cauſe of her family, 
but that he would go to bed and take ſome 
repoſe; he refuſed until they had ſettled 
ſome plan of proceeding. 

* The poſt will arrive in the morning,” 
ſaid the Lieutenant, © and perhaps bring us 
notice of this melancholy event; it will not 
be right to quit the premiſes, until ſome 
proper perſon appears to take poſſeſſion of 
them.” 

The next morning a whole packet of let- 
ters were delivered to them, and a meſſage 


from Wilmot's father and mother, to enquire 
| after 
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after his health; I proteſt,” ſaid he, ſmiling» 
* I forgot I had ſuch tender relations upon 
earth, ſo wholly was my heart engroſſed by 
friendſhip.” 

This,“ ſaid the Lieutenant, holding the 
letters in his hand, is from Ellifon, and 
may deſerve a ſpeedy peruſal.“ 

Elliſon lamented the miſery into which he 
had plunged their Elfrida; related that an 
unknown Gentleman, ſent by Heaven, in 
the exigence of his diſtreſs, had furniſhed 
him with the ſum of fifty pounds to enable 
him to go abroad, and had promiſed to 
put Elfrida ſafe into their parental protec- 
Lion. 

This was a ſpecies of intelligence which 
was quite new to the Lieutenant and his 
wife, and would ever have remained fo, if 
there had been no one but Wilmot to tell 
it, ſo incapable was he of doing honor to 
himſelf. 

But Elliſon added, that being ſenſible and 
aſhamed of the errors of his paſt life, he 
thought the leaſt he could do was to endeavor 
to make ſome atonement ; then ſtating the 
whole of the girl's ſeduction, and its conſe- 
quences, he beſought them to compaſſionate 
the helpleſs innocents, who had claims to bis 
protection, as kindly as they did the infants 
they had already attached themſelves to; 
informing Mrs. Overbury that he had put 
an hundred pounds for each of the cen, | 

an 


AY 2 of ws. ** 2 1 POR 5 F 


neglect of them. 


EL FR1-D:A. 13 


and fifty for the mother, into the hands of a 
Gentleman, who, upon his marriage, un- 
dertook to act for him, in obtaining them 
ſome decent ſituation, as ſhe would find 
memorandums, with his addreſs, in the bu- 
reau; and intreating them, again and again, 
to pardon him, he bid them adieu. 

Mrs. Overbury was amazed, and Wilmot 
appeared unconſcious of the whole tranſ- 
action. 

The next letter was from Lord S — — 's 
lawyer, to give them notice he was com- 
manded to take immediate poſſeſſion of the 
Grange. 

And the third was from Elfrida, telling 
them ſne was comfortably ſituated in their 
old lodgings, and only waited their coming 
to town, to prove to them how well ſhe de- 
ſerved to be poor, by ſhewing them ſhe 
could enjoy poverty, or, at leaſt, knew how 
to ſoften it by elegant induſtry. 

This was a cordial; and Mrs. Overbury 
begged Wilmot would now leave them, and 
go to his father and mother. 

Wilmot obeyed her, and. told them ſuffi- 
clent of the motives of his ſudden journey to 
plead his honorable excule, for his ſeeming 

In his return to the Grange, he took a 
turn round to Hannah, to coryure her to 
keep his ſecret reſpecting the children, and 
cleared Elliſon's character of all but the hs 
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of ſeduction, by relating what he thought 
had been done for them, with the money, 
which he devoted honeſtly to their uſe, but 
which had been with- held, by one of his gay 
and falſe friends, from the poor girl, for 
purpoſes that ſpoke themſelves, and baſer 
ſtill, which were proſecuted under the ſanc- 
tion of Elliſon's name. 

Hannah was in raptures to ſee him; placed 
a child upon each knee, and bid them, as 
ſoon as they welcomed, to fall down and 
aſk a bleſſing of their benefactor; ſhe then 
ran on about her dreams and her tokens of 
his ſafe return, and of Elli ſon's misfortunes); 
concluding with entreating ſhe might go up 
to attend upon Mrs, Elliſon. 

Alas, my good Hannah,” ſaid Wilmot, 
all that is over, and the vanity of human 
wiſdom ſtrikingly exemplified in the failure 
of Mr. Overbury's politics; his Elfrida was 
once poor and his daughter, ſhe 1s now poor 
and the wife of Elliſon.” 

* Take care of the children,” ſaid he, I 
have brought home a fortune for them ; the 
boy ſhall go to a ſchool in Yorkſhire, and 
the girl ſhall, perhaps, be the happy attend- 
ant of Mrs. Overbury and Elfrida; ſhe will 
be tall by my return from India, and I ſup- 
os I ſhall leave England in about twelve 
days.“ 

Hannah declared herſelf convinced, there 
was not ſuch another man in the world as 


Mr. 
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Mr. Wilmot, and that ſhe had her bodings 
he would ſome time or other be rewarded. 

Wilmot, having performed all he had to 
do, found himſelf ſenfible of his great fa- 
tigue; for the night he had paſſed was a ſleep- 
| leſs one; he therefore begged leave to retire 
to a chamber at the Grange for a few hours, 
when taking Elfrida's picture from an inſide 
pocket of his coat, made for the purpoſe, 
and wiſhing compoſure to the mind of 
the original, as he always did before he 
went to reſt, he lay down and flept till 
evening. 

On the contrary, Hannah wept and ſigh- 
ed, and ſighed and wept, the whole afternoon, 
until Richard's heart was quite overcome b 
her diſtreſs; he bid her make herſelf eaſy, 
and go up to her Miſtreſs (as it could not 
be denied but they had the means) and at- 
tend upon her, as uſual, until ſhe could af- 
ford to keep another ſervant, and he would 
take every tender care of the children. 

Wilmot was but juſt come down to tea, 
when Hannah, with an anxious joy in her 
countenance, appeared at the Grange, and 
being ſo happy as to find him alone in the 
parlor, ſhe told him her deſign, or more 
properly her deſire, reſpecting Mrs, El- 
iſon. : 

Wilmot ſhook her by the hand. You 
poſſeſs, my good woman,” ſaid he, one of 
the firſt bleſſings of exiſtence, a feeling, a 


grateful, 
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grateful, a noble heart; but I foreſee you 
will, upon this occaſion, be diſappointed; 
the Lieutenant will not, I am certain, con- 
ſent to your leaving your family.“ 

* Alack-a-day, Sir,“ ſaid Hannah,“ how 
you talk; Richard will, he ſays, take care 
of himſelf and the children, they will amuſe 
and divert him; and what can I do better 
than live happily, if I even work hard? My 
time at home, Mr. Wilmot, is not ſpent in 
idleneſs; neither is it fitting it ſhould, ſee- 
ing I was born to no better inheritance than 
content and labor; and what ſays the pro- 
verb, they that will not earn ſhall want 
bread ?”? 

Wilmot wanted no eloquence to perſuade 
him of the propriety, as well as the benevo- 
lence of Hannah's conduct; her attendance. 
upon, and care of Elfrida, would have given 
him the higheſt ſatisfaction, on his approach- 
ing voyage, but he knew the Lieutenant roo 
well not to be aware of objections. 

Mr. and Mrs. Overbury having joined 
them in the parior, Wilmot, as counſel in 
the cauſe, his heart having accepted Hannah's 
brief (for, to love Elfrida, gave her much 
higher conſequence with him than loving, 
himſelf) opened Hannah's requeſt upon the 
Lieutenant; who, as Wilmot "my foreſeen, 
ſet his face direfly againſt it; it was not 
friendſhip, it was inſanity; is income 
would barely ſupport his family, without a 

ſervant, 
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ſervant, and no one ſhould devote their time 
to him or his, whoſe time was their fortune, 
unrecompenſed. I 

Wilmot had too much delicacy to hint his 
ardent wiſhes for their accommodation ; 
had Elfrida not exiſted, he would, he fancied, 
have compelled the Lieutenant to treat him 
as a friend ; but the woman of his heart un- 
done by the man that had ever held him in 


ſcorn and contempt—he only ſighed and 


was ſilent. 

Hannah went away ſoon after, but wiping 
her eyes, and brightening up her looks, ſome- 
what ſuddenly, together with a nod of no 
ſmall ſignificance, with which ſhe honored 
Wilmot, as ſhe departed, ſeemed to tell 
him, ſhe would follow her own inclina- 
tion, 

Accordingly ſhe ſet off that very night 
for the ferry, and putting herſelf, without 
delay, into one of the Briſtol coaches, 
reached London before Mr. and Mrs, Over- 


bury could make it convenient to leave the 


Grange. 
The Lieutenant had made it ſo much his 

pleaſure to cultivate his ſon- in- law's eſtate, 
from the hope and probability of his grand- 
children enjoying it, that it was a ſevere 
ſtroke to him to quit it; inſomuch that his 
look's ſeemed to ſay, with the father of man- 
kind, in Milton, “ and muſt I leave thee, 
Paradiſe, for ever leave thee,” when the hour 

| came 
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came that obliged him to depart, though he 
affected to bear it with the philoſophic feel- 
ings, the ſtoiciſm of reſignation; and Mrs. 
Overbury was comforted by the idea of be- 
ing re- united to Elfrida. 

Hannah loſt her way three or four times, 
in her eagerneſs to get at Mrs. Elliſon's 
lodgings, where, having gained admittance, 
ſhe, on her knees, conjured her to forgive 
her, and not to break her heart by refuſing 
her attendance; but to let her live with 
her, work for her, and ſee her happy. 

Elfrida was much ſtruck by this mark of 
genuine attachment. I will not,” ſaid the, 
muy dear woman, oppoſe your wiſhes; you 
ſhall be my humble friend, my valued com- 
panion, and I will own it revives my ſpirits 
to ſee you.” | 

This was ſufficient. Hannah broke the 
tea-pot-11d, threw down three tea-cups, and 
overturned the toaſt and butter, in her zeal 
es Elfrida, and diſplay her thankful- 
neſs. 

Mrs. Elliſon enquired after her father and 
mother's health. © Aye, Madam,” faid 
Hannah, © and will you not remember poor 
Mr. Wilmot?” 

„Where, how remember him!” ſaid El- 
frida. | | 

„Why he travelled day and night down 
to the Grange,” ſaid Hannah, with the 
bad news; ſtayed with Captain and Mrs. 

Overbury, 
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Overbury, to comfort and aſſiſt them, and 
returns with them to London, in his way to 
India, Well, if the proverb ſays true, that 
a friend in need is a friend indeed, what 


| ſhall we not ſay in praiſe of Mr. Wil- 


mot?“ 

© Noble and good,” Elfrida ſaid, he 
was; and her father had obligations to him 
of the higheſt magnitude ; but Heaven, ſhe 
hoped, would reward him.” 

« Ah me,” faid Hannah, in the overflow- 
ings of her kindneſs for him, Heaven it- 
ſelf, unleſs his mind is new made, can only, 
in one reſpect, either bleſs or—” 

My honeſt, worthy creature,” ſaid El- 
frida, © recolle&t I am Mr. Ellifon's wife, al- 
ways recollect that, when you mention Mr. 
Wilmot to me, and you will not ſay what is 
improper for me to hear. I have not words 
to tell you how much I honor and eſteem 
his character, and I am certain he holds the 
next place to their Elfrida, in my father 
and mother's affections.“ 

O Madam—well, I muſt not ſpeak ; 
we untaught people know no harm in theſe 
things, and cannot mean any by repeating 
them; but your mother calls him—indeed, 
Madam, ſhe calls him her ſon.” fe 
* I know ſhe does,” replied Elfrida, 
and I conſider him as my brother; on 
this ground, my dear Mrs. Jenkins, we ſhall 


ever 
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ever meet, and it 1s here I would wiſh you 
to draw the line.” 

„May be ſo,” ſaid Hannah, having 
walked into the next room, * but I ſhall 
never ceaſe praying he may become your 
huſband yet, before my head is laid low.” 

The third day after Hannah's arrival 
brought the Lieutenant, his wife, and Wil- 
mot to town. 

The Lieutenant preſſed Elfrida to his bo- 
ſom, and a tear ſtole down his manly cheek. 
* My want of confidence in Providence,” 
ſaid he, my impatience to ſce you enriched, 
is puniſhed on your innocent head ; but my 
Elfrida will not only forgive, ſhe will com- 
paſſionate her fond father's unfortunate 
error.” | 

Dear Sir,” ſaid Mrs. Elliſon, ** am I 
not yours? and had you not a right to diſ- 
poſe of me as ſuch? You know not how 
well I deſerved to be poor, for you could 
have no idea how well it would become me, 
or with what alacrity I ſhould exerciſe my 
little abilities to obtain a ſubſiſtence. Riches 
have in all ages,” continued ſne, made 
themſelves wings, and flown away, but ta- 
lents live as long as our reaſon remains un- 
ſhaken, and you will ſoon find that Ella 
Overbury, by the conſtitution of her tem- 
per, was made for poverty.” 

Mr. Wilmot profeſſed himſelf happy to 
fee her look ſo well; adding, he ſhould pre- 

{ume 
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{ſome to make the family a farewell viſit be- 


fore he left England. 

Wilmot, the next day, waited upon El- 
liſon's falſe friend, and baſe deſtroyer of the 
friendleſs, for there could be little doubt that 
his with-holding what Elliſon intended for 


the poor ſeduced girl's proviſion, and the 


Proviſion of her children, had cut her days 
ſhort. He with-held it for a pious purpoſe 


that muſt be obvious. 


In a word, it appeared, that knowing ſhe 
Was young, handſome, and in deep diſtreſs, 
he flattered himſelf he ſhould purchaſe her 
with her own money; or, at beſt, by leav- 
ing her ignorant of what Elliſon had done 


for her, compel her, by ſtern, by keen ne- 
ceſſity, to put herſelf into his power, and 
from theſe motives he had written her the 


letters, unauthorized by her ſeducer, and 


wholly unknown to him, which, by the in- 


[ſulting cruelty of the propoſal they con- 
tained, had brought her to her grave. 


He, however, finding himſelf detected, 


was forward to refund, and talked of a com- 


penſation, which Wilmot diſdained, in the 
name of the little children, from the mur- 


derer of their defenceleſs mother; they will 
k proſper, ſaid he, my good Sir, in their un- 
1 much better without it. 


The Gentleman, then, with the beſt grace 


ö be could aſſume, paid Wilmot what he had 


received 
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received from Elliſon; and he bore it off with 
honeſt triumph. 

The firſt ſuggeſtion of his heart upon this 
occaſion was, to preſent the money to El- 
frida, as a ſum of Elliſon's, which he had 
recovered for her, and ſettle the children's 
buſineſs at ſome future period; but then he 
was afraid he ſhould leave a ſlur upon the 
character of an abſent man, who was ſuffi- 
ciently blameable to need no additional ob- 
loquy ; beſides the danger of Elfrida's pe- 
netrating the fraud, which to her nice ſenſe 
of things, could not fail to be deemed a groſs 
enormity; for even Elliſon's memorandums 
would be doubted by the Lieutenant, unleſs 
the money was produced; he, therefore, 
like a faithful ſteward, brought it to Mr. 
Overbury. 

The Lieutenant was happy to find the in- 
nocent children would not ſuffer by the 
change in Mrs. Elliſon's fortune; and Wil- 
mot, ſenſible they no longer ſtood in need of 
his ſupport, propoſed a compromiſe with 
the Lieutenant, if he would not inſiſt upon 
reimburſing what he had expended upon the 
infants, to forbear, for the preſent, from all 
acts of bounty towards them ; affirming, 


nevertheleſs, that, conſcientiouſly ſpeaking, 4 ; 
he ſhould commit a robbery, by applying * 


to his own uſe, what he had obtained under 
covenant, as it were, with Heaven, to devote 
to their ſervice; though, in truth, he had no 
conception 
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conception his voyage would have proved 
ſo fortunate; he deferred the point to Mr. 


Overbury's deciſion, as a caſuiſt, who gave 


it againſt him, that is, in disfavor of the 
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children; but Wilmot ſaid, he would ne- 
ver, while he lived, impertinently break in 
upon the protection they enjoyed, but that 


at his death, he ſhould conſider them his 


lawful heirs, as far as the ſum he then poſ- 
ſeſſed amounted to. 


AN APPLICATION. 


Elfrida, out of tenderneſs to her miſtaken 


father, bore her change of ſituation with a 


fortitude and compoſure, which would not 


have diſhonored Seneca himſelf; not a tear, 
nor a ſigh, eſcaped her. Behold,” ſhe 
2 would fay to her mother, how unneceſſary 
2 our cruel ſeparation to make me rich; for 


the very evil that others torture themſelves 


ſo much about, fits quite eaſy upon my feel- 
* ings. I will, as ſoon as we are ſettled a 
little, ſtrike out ſome method for deriving 
emolument from my talents ; this is the 


age of liberality, and my pencil ſhall bring 


its induſtry decent rewards, tambour, em- 


broidery, netting, I am perfectly miſtreſs 
of; and, O inſult me not ſo far as to call it 
degrading, to make uſe of the weapons 
with which God and nature has furniſhed 


Ne, 
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me, to defend myſelf againſt the dæmon po- 
verty. It is true,“ continued ſne, that 
with the humble wiſhes we poſſeſs, your in- 
come, my dear father, is ſufficient to keep 
us, what pride, a falſe, mean pride, calls 
independent; but ſhould Heaven think fit 
to deprive me of my parents, what will now 
be my amuſement, would, perhaps, be a 
toil to me; do yourſelves then the juſtice to 
fee, and me the pleaſure to approve my con- 
duct, and you will give the bleſſing of peace 
to your Elfrida.” 

© Patience on a monument,” the Lieute- 
nant would ſay to Mrs. Overbury, *©* ſmiling 
at grief.” 

Wilmot's benevolent heart forgot its own 
cares in Elfrida's, and he lamented his want 
of power to do her ſome eſſential good; the 
idea of her working for her living, as ſhe 
calmly called it, made him frantic ; yet with 
the whole Eaſtern world at his feet, it would 
have been impoſſible, as ſhe was ſituated, to 
impart any Portion of it to her. 

But whilſt Wilmot was thus tormenting 
himſelf, that he could not be actively em- 
ployed in her accommodation, Elfrida was 
plotting how to render his friendſhip uſeful 
to her, by way of agreeable ſurprize, at ſome 
future day, for her beloved father and mo- 
ther. ; 

She accordingly, with the aſſiſtance of 
Hannah and Mrs. Dawſon, the woman =o 
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tie houſe, having bound them both down 
by a ſolemn promiſe of ſecrecy, not to be- 
ttay her, to her paternal friends, diſpoſed of 
ber whole wardrobe and little ornaments, 
> which her fall from affluence, ſhe ſaid had 


made idle poſſeſſions to her, except a mul- 


> berry luteſtring gown and petticoat, which, 
by the way, though unknown to herſelf, was 
a a moſt becoming color to her for her beſt ; 


her morning-drefſes to be converted into 
plain night-gowns, with ſuitable linen for 
her common appearance, and in very mode- 
rate quantities, was the whole of her reſerve; 
and, as her huſband's gamblizg ſtake did 
not include what belonged to her perſon, ex- 
cept a pair of diamond ear-rings and a re- 


peater that ran upon brilliants, which he had 


bought her, though her clothes were ſold 
under all the diſadvantages of ſecond- 
hand wearables, by the addition of her little 
trinkets, ſhe found herſelf miſtreſs of an hun- 
dred and ninety pounds; when ſending for 
Wilmot, the following morning, before her 
father and mother were up, ſhe ſpread out 
her wealth before him, ſayin 
am I much to be pitted ?” 


Wilmot called up a kind of melancholy 


ſmile and ſhook his head. 

Elfrida proceeded ; ** But, as in my ſitua- 
tion it is incumbent upon me to improve 
my fortune at all points, I have taken the li- 


berty of aſking your company at this early 
Vor. II. 0 -:: hour; 


g, ©* Behold, Sir, 
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hour, to entreat, as an additional act of friend- 
ſhip, you will be ſo kind as to lay out the 
hundred pounds, in ſuch ventures as promiſe 
the beſt emoluments in India, and 1 will 
thankfully receive from you the genuine 
profits. You will eaſily conjecture, that 
this money is the produce of my now uſe- 
leſs articles of dreſs,; and I am perſuaded it 
will give you pleaſure to know, even with 
this chance of mercantile advantage, that I 
am not deſtitute of a, reſource in caſe of the 
exigencies of ſickneſs to myſelf, or thoſe I 
revere; otherwiſe I mean to turn hoarder, 


and hold: it untouched, till by the exchange 


of my ventures, I am authorized to fly out a 
little in my expences, when ſhall alſo know 
how to be extravagant.” 

Wilmot could not reply. 


„Thus you ſee, Sir,” continued 1 


with undiſſembled delight, for ſhe felt her- 


ſelf, as it were, actually abounding, the 
mind you have to deal with; confer one 
favor, and you ſhall be ſolicited for another; 
but this matter muſt not tranſpire beyond 
Fay; knowledge of Hannah, you endl my- 
ſelf.“ 

Wilmot took up the notes, and, in filence, 
put them carefully in his pocket bock; but 
made a moſt disjointed ſpeech of his happi- 
neſs, and his hopes, and his concern, and his 
fears, and his aſtoniſhment, and his admira- 

tion; 
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tion; then bowed, heſitated, bowed again, 
and retired. 

If ever there was —“ ſaid Hannah. 

* Come, come, Mrs. Jenkins,” ſaid El- 

frida, it is not at this time of day that I 
am to learn either Mr. Wilmot's merits, or 
your high ſenſe of them; and ſo, without 
troubling yourſelf farther upon the ſubject, 
let us turn our thoughts to getting breakfaſt 
ready.“ 
* It is very hard, though,” ſaid Hannah, 
that people may not ſpeak what is right 
and fit to be ſpoken, and that they muſt 
neither weep nor rejoice but by rule; whereas 
reaſon—” - 

Elfrida gathered up the ninety pounds, 
and, highly pleaſed with her morning's 
tranſaction, left Hannah to finiſh her ha- 
rangue alone; nor did ſhe return to the par- 
lor until ſhe heard her father and mother 
were there; when, in conſequence of her 
ſacceſs, as ſhe told Hannah, ſhe added a 
Pot of coffee to their uſual breakfaſt, know- 
ing her father was fond of it; and, with un- 
uſual chearfulneſs ſaid, when ſhe preſented 
him his cup, Come, my dear Sir, let 
us not deſpair; are we not very comfortable ? 
and is not that a gigantic ſtep towards hap- 
pineſs?” | 

* My child, my beſt beloved Elfrida,” 
the Lieutenant could ſay nog more, and 
Mrs, Overbury embraced her daughter, cry- 
| C 2 ing, 
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ing, Les, Elfrida, we are, we ſhall be com- 
fortable.” 

Wilmot ſaw the generoſity of what El- 
frida called her ſelf- intereſted conduct; her 
love for her father and mother, and her 
friendly concern for his feelings * She 
could not accept my pecuniary ſervices,” 
ſaid he, and fo contrived to ſhew me ſhe 
did not ſtand in immediate need of them, 
and this in ſo delicate, ſo amiable a manner, 
that the daughter, the friend, the wife, were 
before his eyes, at once, and thus united 
touched his heart; ſacred character, exalted 
tenderneſs, angelic purity ! if ſhe had an 
equal upon earth, it was impoſſible ſhe could 
have a ſuperior. She was all the kind Gods 
could impart, but the kind Gods had given 
her to Elliſon, and he could only lament and 
adore. 

Elfrida's next care, but with the utmoſt 
privacy, was to get employment; ſhe cut 
and painted watch-caſes, painted ribbons, 
drew valentines with elegant devices, and 
ſupplied a ſhop with artificial lowers; in a 
word, ſhe ſeemed to loſe herſelf, and all her 
diſappointments, i in the proſecution of her 
induſtry ; and when her father and mother 
expreſſed their aſtoniſhment, for Mrs, Over- 
bury often ſurprized her at work, O, I 
have often told you how well it would agree 
wth me to be poor.” 
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Though the Lieutenant was too good to 
torment his wife with his ſelf- reproaches, 
they became every day more and more inex- 
preſſible; My beautiful, my moſt injured 
Elfrida,“ he would ſay, when he had an op- 
portunity of ſoliloquiſing, had your father 


not been deaf to the voice of nature, and the 


pleadings of truth, inſtead of the widowed 


Wife he has rendered you, after every vio- 


lence your tender mind muſt have ſuſtained, 
you would now have been enabled to unite 
yourſelf to the object of your infant election, 
whoſe ſpirit and integrity, in the execution 
of his Eaſt-Indian commiſſion, has done 
away theonly objection that could be ſet up 
againſt him ; had I not known his worth, or 
your repugnance to marry Elliſon, I ſhould 
be ſomewhat excuſeable, but I had my fa- 
crifice in the midſt of my better knowledge, 
and I have deſtroyed my own peace, by 
the unnatural wound I have given yours. 
Children, that in a flight of romance,” he 
would ſay, or the darings of diſobedience, 
ruſh forward to the altar, and, regardleſs of 
every conſequence, wed vice or penury, to 
fill up the meaſure of their undutifulneſs, or 
to pleaſe their idle fancy, they deſerve the 
galling fetters, my ambition formed for my 
moſt amiable, and well diſtinguiſhing child ; 
my child, who only ſolicited her own right, 
the right of a negative, where her inclina- 
tions prompted her not to engage, and who 
G4 would 
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would have ſubmitted her will, in every other 
inſtance, to parental controul and parental 
regulation. Wretched that I am, why did 
I refuſe her a chance for obtaining the youth 
whom ſhe ſo deſervedly loved, and who, 
like the Patriarch of old, would have ſerved 
two ſeven years to commerce, unrepining, 
to have made himſelf acceptable.” 

Wilmot's embarkation drew near, and Mr. 
Overbury, who ſpent almoſt every evening 
with him at the coffee-houſe, was diſtreſſed 
to part with him, for Wilmot had intreated 
him to meet him at the coffee-houſe, under 
pretence of buſineſs, but, in reality, from the 
diſcompoſure which the preſence of El- 
frida always threw him into, and which he 
was unable to conceal” | 

He, therefore, talked of buſineſs which 
required his attendance; and, though Mr. 
Overbury plainly ſaw his motive, the bet- 
ter to ſupport the honeſt deception, he 
would order himſelf to be called aſide, and 
rejoin the Lieutenant with the air of a man 
whoſe hands were crowded with important 
concerns. 

One buſineſs he had, indeed, embarked in, 
the Grange-houſe was advertiſed to be ſold; 
and, ſenſible what a favorite (pot it was to 
the Lieutenant, and next door, as it were, 
to what Mrs. Overbury was born to the in- 
heritance of, he could not bear the thought 
of its being purchaſed by a ſtranger; he, 

therefore, 
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' therefore, got one of the Gentlemen, whoſe 
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þ Eaſt · India agent he was, to purchaſe it, with 


the little demeſne around it, of about two 


hundred pounds a year, in truſt for him, 
paying down fifteen hundred pounds, and 


agreeing to have poſſeſſion as ſoon as he 
could clear off the additional ſum requiſite 
to conſtitute him maſter of it. 
Having made his will, which he left in 
Mrs.. Oyerbury's care, and: fet every thing 
in order, the Lieutenant aſked him, in the 
character of guardian of the little Frederic 
(ſo called after his father by that Gentle- 
man's appointment) to take him to ſea. 
e is now,“ ſaid he, in the feventh 
year of his age, and may go out as a Guinea- 
pig, and learn navigation at the fountain- 
head of inſtruction, the ſchool of experi- 
ence, but bring him me back, Wilmot, 
when you return, let what fortunate chance 
may await him, for I ſhall wiſh him ultimate; 
ly to fix in England.“ | 
Every one approved of this requeſt, but 
Frederic was in raptures, and walking into 
the city one day with Wilmot, ©* Are you 
not, Sir,” ſaid he, my own papa, for 
Hannah tells me you ſaved me from ruin, 
and have taken care of me above three 
years. Could my own papa have done 
hn * | 
...* Hannah,” ſaid Wilmot, © is a buſy- 
body, and talks about things ſhe neither 
2 4 knows 
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knows nor underſtands; I am not your fa- 
ther, my dear, but will always be your af- 
fectionate friend.“ | 

Mrs. Elliſon kiſſed the little ſailor, and 


put the three new ſixpences in his trowſers- 
pocket to remember her by, ſhe ſaid, but 


Frederic would not receive them upon ſuch 


terms, for he would ſhew her he would not 
forget her, for the kindneſſeſs ſhe had done 
him; ſhe then aſſured him ſhe only joked, 
for that ſhe gave them to him to make a man 
of him, 

Mr. Overbury fitted him out from his 
own little fortune, infiſting upon it, it would 


be lucky; and when the hour of leave- 


taking arrived, he ſhook hands with them 
all; and, finding he muſt cry, complained 
Ella, as Mrs. Overbury had had his ſiſter 
chriſtened, had put her finger in his eye; 
for he would not own the water was tears, 
becauſe Hannah told him ſhe ſhould die with 
ſhame for him, if he cried on going abroad 
with Mr. Wilmot; and Mr. Wilmot ſaw 
the ſecond time arrive when the world- of 
waters were to roll between him and El- 
frida. | ENS 

But, though he had borne Mrs. Elliſon's 
misfortunes with fortitude, whilſt he was in 


the ſame ſection of the globe, he no ſooner 


loſt fight of England, and, in ſucceſſion, 
the European coaſt, than he felt the full force 
of her ſituation upon his heart. | 


Deprived 
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Deprived of her huſband, her ample pro- 
viſion, and without other conſolation than 
repoſing, in her hour of affliction, upon the 
maternal boſom, his mind, when dwelling, 
> as it too frequently would, upon theſe cut- 


ting circumſtances, was all a choas; he re- 
called to his remembrance every foft and de- 
lightful moment he had enjoyed with her; 


her ſenſible converſation, her innocent, her 
beautiful perſon, her numberleſs accompliſh- 
ments, her ſweetneſs of temper, her recti- 
tude of conduct; and, agonized at fate, 
had ſhe been mine! he would exclaim, 


when he had an opportunity of ſoliloquiſing, 


there would, at leaſt, have been ſome ſta- 
bility in her fortune ; ruin would never have 
approached her; yet for her ſake I will not 
ſuffer ſorrow to prey upon my ſpirits; I feel 
myſelf, as it were, the laſt and only unrent 
ligament of .her proſperity; for, whatever 
wealth Heaven 1s pleaſed to pour into my 
lap, ſhall, by ſome happy deviſe, be ren- 
dered uſeful to her; and, for her fake, I 
will avail myſelf of my flattering proſ- 


8. bo | 

Wilmot, this voyage, left his beloved 
pigeon behind him, in Mrs. Overbury's 
care, for he had his apprehenſions that the 
keen little Frederic might ſurprize him in 
one of his melancholy humors, calling up- 


on the bird, as was his frequent cuſtom, to 


bear witneſs to the happineſs he had known, 
b C 5 | and 


* 


father had given her, and the friend ſhe 
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and the wretchedneſs into which he was now 
plunged, a behavior ill calculated for ſpec- 
tators of any age or connexions, and parti- 
cularly for a boy, who would, moſt probably, 
relate every extraordinary thing he ſaw (and 
what could appear more extraordinary to a 
child than to ſee a rational man playing 
the lunatic ?) to the parties, from whom, 
of all others upon earth, he wiſhed moſt to 
hide his unbendings, for the knowledge of 
them would not only give his friends pain, 
upon his account, but cauſe them to fold 
themſelves up in a reſerve, whenever his 
return enabled him again te approach 
them. 

Mr. and Mrs, Overbury could talk of 
nothing but Wilmot; diſcovering, hou- 
ever, at length, that Elfrida always found 
excuſes for retiring, when he was the ſubject 
of their warm encomiums, they reſerved them 
for their private hours, and ſhe ceaſed to 
withdraw herſelf from their ſocial con- 
verſe. 

The truth was, that Elfrida did not think 
it ſtrictly proper, in her ſtate of affairs, to 
have Wilmot always in her heart, or to ſpend 
her life in the recollection of paſt ſcenes, 
which, though innocent as thedreams of in- 
fancy, were not, ſhe conceived, uniſons to 
the feelings of an unhappy wife, as they held 


up perpetually to her eyes the unfavorable 
contraſt between the huſband, whom her 


— 


had 


S 1 


1 0 * . 7 E . 5 
222 ²˙ Q 


te? - LR * 
2 WE” —— JAE" I 
1 * 1 IT 


As 


1 S7 


* ba CE le 
* * 1 


wad n . 
9 — . 


„ 4 * 

3 9 F » - * - X "WE. 4 2 
r . emer, 8 EI IIS 
2. 5 . OP . Wn r 


2 
„ 


3 Fg RE te? 3 
* 1 1 


* 5m 
N 0 1 

nr * 
e EI 


) 
| 
ö 
) 
| 
[ 
| 


* 


E L FRI D A. 35 


had loſt; but even this was a piece of ſelf- 
denial, a ſacrifice to the world's opinion, and 
the world's cuſtoms, and ſhe called it ſo 
once to her mother. 

But, beſides her deſire to guard every 
mental and perſonal act, for her own ſatis- 
faction, Hannah was ſo much one of them, 
as to be often preſent without their advert- 
ing to it; and the ignorant, though well- 
meaning and good creature, looked upon 
all approbation of the other ſex, to verge 
naturally and finally towards love and ma- 
trimony; ſhe was, therefore, fearful, leſt 
being miſtaken, ſne might be harmleſsly 
miſrepreſented by her, and her hitherto ſpot- 
leſs fame contract an undue ſhade, when 
every ſentiment her heart entertained to- 
wards Wilmot, abſtracted from the pw 
rence ſhe imbibed for him in her infancy, 
were ſuch as friendſhip and gratitude alone 
dictated, and compatible with her duty both 
to God and man. 


AN OVERTURE. 


Mr. and Mrs. Overbury, Elfrida, Han- 
nah, and the little Ella, by the exertions of 
reaſon, and the happy effects of piety, paſſed 
| their time tranquilly together; Elfrida called 
Ella her pupil, and took real delight in cul- 
tivating her mind and manners; and the 

child, 


- 
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child, from a natural quickneſs and docility 
of diſpoſition, did no ſmall honor to her 
amiable preceptreſs. 

During this calm period the Lieutenant 
was one morning 1urprized by a letter from 
the War-office, accompanied with a Cap- 
tain's commiſſion in a regiment ſtationed at 
Portſmouth. 

The huſband, wife, and daughter, ſtared 
upon each other, their thoughts wandered 
up and down for the ſource, and at laſt 
reſted upon Wilmot. 

Noble fellow,” faid Mrs. Elliſon, I 
almoſt envy him his feelings; you are, my 
dear father, the very character a worthy mind 
muſt delight to honor.” 

Mr. Overbury waited upon the under Se- 
cretary, and was, by him, introduced to the 
Nobleman who preſided in the war depart- 
ment ; his Lordſhip ſhook him condeſcend- 
ingly by the hand, ſaying, ** I ſhall ſet this 
one appointment down as an apology, an 
atonement, Captain Overbury, for all the 
errors of office which I may commit. Men, 
in my ſtation, ſeldom have the pleaſure of 
repairing the injuſtice of ignorance or inat- 
tention, by drawing merit like yours from 
obſcurity, and reſcuing their Sovereign from 
the reproach of having neglected a brave 
and worthy character; I congratulate myſelf, 
Sir, upon the occaſion. * 


As 
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As this appointment commanded reſi- 

dence, Elfrida, though reluctantly, was 
bbliged to give up ſeveral of her induſtrious 
engagements; ſhe brought forth a moiety of 
her hidden treaſureg and inſiſted upon its be- 
ing applied to the purpoſe of fitting them out 
for their place of deſtination, and her mother 
wept at the, till then, undiſcovered diſpoſal, 
of what her daughter called her gay trap- 
pings, but Mrs. Overbury the proper ap- 
parel of her child. As Mrs. Elliſon, I 
grant you, Madam,“ ſaid ſhe, © but your 
> Elfrida is not entitled to a more expenſive 
exterior than ſhe now enjoys. I thought, my 
dear mother, you had diſtinguiſhed better 
than to conceive finery had any thing to do 
x with happineſs.” 
- Elfrida felt herſelf much intereſted in the 
; 


weather; tempeſts alarmed her, both for the 
ſäake of her huſband and her father's benefac- 
tor; ſhe read the public prints with a beat- 
ning heart; the name of the Eaſt, or the 
> Welt Indies, threw her into tremors, when- 
ever they met her eye; but ſhe covered all 
2 her enquiries and anxieties, under the deſire 
to entertain thoſe ſhe loved with the know- 
* ledge of how the world went. | 
When every thing was ready for their 
= Journey, Mr, Overbury was ſurprized with 
Z a moſt extraordinary viſitor, a Gentleman 
firm the Nobleman who had won Elliſon's 
fortune, to beg they would admit his Lord- 
| . ſhip 


- 
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ſhip upon their acquaintance liſt, an honor 


he was moſt ambitious of. 


Captain Overbury, with all the temper he 


could command, declined the overture ; 


* Anacquaintance with my humble family,“ 


ſaid he, ** could afford a man of Lord S—'s 
poliſh, very little ſatisfaction; a family that 
is humble, not from birth or education, but 
from choice; I mention not this, Sir,” 
continued he, © from vanity, but merely 
to prove to you, that his Lordſhip's conde- 
ſcenſion would have little merit in our 
ſight, for we ſhould be undazzled by his ſu- 
periority, and unintereſted by his accompliſh- 
ments; in a word, our walks in life are 
marked by the hand of Heaven far aſunder, 
and I muſt, therefore, be excuſed, if, with- 
out one qualifying ſpeech, I affirm, our in- 
tercourſe muſt finiſh here.” 

Lord S—— was not, however, to be fo 
eaſily repulſed ; the Gentleman meſſenger 
was diſpatched, a ſecond time, to profeſs 
his Lordſhip's deep contrition for his paſt 
conduct, his lamentings that Mr., Elliſon 
was not in London, and to hint, in pretty 
intelligent terms, a deſire to reſtore what the 
”m of the cards had made him maſt er 
Or, 


Mr. Overbury pauſed—** Far be it from 


me. Sir,” at length, ſaid he, ** to check the 
good purpoſes of any heart; but you will 
pleaſe to deſire his Lordſhip, in my name, 

to 
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to recollect the delicacy of our ſituation, and 
he will ſoon perceive how impoſſible it muſt 
be for us, in my ſon's abſence, to reap any 
advantage from his generoſity. 

The world, Captain Overbury, I grant 
you,“ ſaid the Gentleman,” is very imper- 
tinent, and merit will ever have 1ts attendant 
ſhade; but, in the name of common ſenſe, 
let not thoſe ſcare-crows, envy and ill- na- 
ture, have terrors for a mind like yours.” 

* Sir, Sir,” replied Mr. Overbury ſome- 
what impatiently, notwithſtanding all hisre- 
ſolutions to be calm, *©* you, as well as his 
Lordſhip, little know the difference between | 
> faſhionable honor and genuine honeſty ; | 
they are, indeed,” continued he, lines of | 
conduct, which, however, in a few inſtances, | 
they may ſeem to be verging towards the | 
ſame point, muſt evermore fly off from each 
other in their terminations; our connexions, 
therefore, as well as our conference, I take 
upon me to declare, with the ſpirit of an in- 
dependent, and I hope I may venture to 
— an undeviating individual, ſhall end 

ere. x if 

Lord S——, finding he was thrown out 
upon this occaſion, comforted himſelf with 
dhe reflection that there were other avenues 
ol acceſs to the all-lovely Elfrida, whoſe 

Z Perſon he had long been enamored of. He 

. accordingly reſolved, that neither the freez- 

ing reception which his wwor;by agent had 

met 
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met with, or the Roman virtue of Mr. 
Overbury's character, ſhould deter him from 
beginning his inſidious attacks on new 
grounds; I have a ſcheme,” ſaid he to this 
agent, in embryo, which, if well fol- 
lowed up, may anſwer all my wiſhes.” 

Mrs. Overbury and Elfrida were aſtoniſh- 
ed at what they heard. 

Ab, my dear,” ſaid Mrs, Overbury, 
* ought you not to have given his Lordſhip's 
penitentials fair play; the fortune Mr. El- 
lifon loſt, ought not to be facrificed to 
punctillio.“ = 

„Heavens,“ cried the Captain, © is he 
not the wretch that would have bought my 
child of her own huſband ? Eternal ſilence 
ſeal our lips reſpecting him.” 

In the Portſmouth: ſtage-coach was an 
elderly lady of a very agreeable appearance; 
ſhe ſhed tears on contemplating Elfrida's 
face; it was ſo like a dear child ſhe had 
buried a few years before, and ſhe had a ſon 


in the navy very like her; but that ſhe 


ſhould. not wiſh to introduce him to the 
young lady, for obvious reaſons; he was 
young and ſuſceptible, ſhe the moſt finiſhed 
of nature's works. En 

Their child,” Captain Overbury ſaid, 
« was very well; but thoſe who formed a 


judgment of her merit, from her perſon on- 


ly, would make a falſe eſtimate of it, for ſhe 
was the beſt of children and of wives,” 
| Wives, 


. 
5 
LY 

3 p 

* — 


E L FRI D A. 41 
% Wives,” repeated the old Lady, * fo 


: young and already wedded.” 


The Captain anſwered in the affirmative 


but added, that her huſband was gone 
abroad, and ſhe, very properly, returned to 
the parenta}Foof. | | 


The old Lady ſighed, approved his ſen- 


F timent, as ſhe called it, and changed the 
7 ſubjeR. 


She had, indeed, two ſons, the old 


Lady faid, one of which lived in London, 
and the other was expected every hour from 


the Eaſt- Indies. | 
(Elfrida without being ſenſible of it had a 


I ſigh eſcaped her.) | 


Expected, ſhe ſaid, with the next fleet 


> ſhe, therefore, with the impatience natu- 


ral to ſuch a fituation, was going down 
to reſide upon the ſpot where the India-ſhips 
uſually made their firft halt, and ſhould be 
glad of the pleaſure of their acquaintance. 
Mr. Overbury told her theirs was not a 
caſual viſit, but that Portſmouth would be 
their place of future reſidence, and that his 
family, he was certain, would be glad to 
_— their accidental knowledge of each 
other, 


AN 
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AN INTIMACY. 


Mrs. Felton, for ſo this old Gentlewoman 
was named, paid cloſe court «to the Over- 
burys, had the addreſs to paſs herſelf off for 
a very good ſort of a woman; and, from one 
incident or other, ſix months paſſed away 
before her eldeſt ſon, in whole -praiſe ſhe 
was moſt profuſe, came down to fee her. 

He was dreſſed very plain, but appeared 
well-bred, and well informed ; they dined 
by invitation at Captain Overbury's, and 


the innocent Elfrida. treated him with great 


civility. | 2 
What a family they are,” ſaid Lord 
S—— (for this eldeſt ſon of the good Mrs. 
Felton, was no other than that noble peer) 
** what a family theſe Overburys are; yet, 
though their queer notions are baneful to 
my wiſhes, I will not deny they have ſome- 
thing pretty in them, even to a common ob- 

rver.“ 

* Your Lordſhip,“ ſaid Mrs. Felton, 
does not, I hope, call yourſelf a common 
obſerver, who has a nicer ear, or a more pe- 
netrating eye? Not a beauty of Mrs. El- 
liſon's face, I am ſatisfied, eſcaped your no- 
tice, and yet you was preſent to every occa- 
ſion, appeared with all the ſpruce and bow 

« 1 


A 

N 
4x 

1 

N 
* 
T5 
4 
# = 
|. 
5 
* 


EL FRI D A. 43 
ple merit of my ſon, a London clerk, I am 


125 


Wa 


— 


aſtoniſhed at your gifts of countenance.” 

„Why, you know, Felton,” ſaid his 
Lordſhip, ©* I am a tolerable good actor; 
put I will own to you, I fear the part I have 
now undertaken, will prove above my 


powers; the taſk I mean too arduous for 


0 


I me to accompliſh ; that woman's mind, like 
another Troy, would ſtand a ten years' ſiege, 


but would not be won at laſt; and where 


© the compariſon fails, my deſpair, of courle, 
begins; in three words, I deem it wholly im- 
pregnable; it muſt be our firſt care not to 
> ſtartle her, the next to win her confidence 
* ſecurity may do much for us; but our 


2 meaſures muſt be the meaſures of the mo- 
ment, for premeditation would be inſanity, 


where not a ſingle ſtep depends upon our- 
= ſelves. It was ſacrilege to beſtow ſuch a wo- 


man upon Elliſon.” 
* Elfrida, notwithſtanding her father's pro- 


motion, plied her needle and her pencil, to 
keep her, ſhe ſaid, in practice, and fill up 
her hours, for that when employed ſhe 


} reckoned time by the ſbort, when idle, by the 


long minutes. 

Hannah was called back to the village of 
the Grange, by the news that her huſband 
was dying of a fever, and ſo rapid was his 
diſeaſe in its ravages, that he died before ſhe 
arrived ; upon this melancholy event, ſhe 
entreated to be received into Mr. Overbu- 

ry's 


-- 
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ry's houſe, never to quit it more; a fall 
from his horſe was the firſt cauſe of Richard's 


illneſs; and Hannah having buried him de- 
cently, and gathered up her little effects, ſet 


off upon her return to Portſmouth, as per 


invitation, under the hand writing of Miſs 
Ella, as Secretary for Mrs. Overbury, to 
live and die with them. ) 

Mrs. Ellifon, Hannah, and the little girl, 
walked round the ramparts every day, at fo 
unfaſhionable a time, as never to be met 
by any but humble ſtrollers; and frequently, 
to vary the ſcene, they would go to the top 
of Poſtdown-hill, croſs over from the dock- 
gate to Goſport, and take a turn through 
the fortifications; or, which was equally 
private, at certain parts of the day, go over 
the dock-yard and view its wonders ; for to 
Elfrida it was wonderful to trace naval archi- 
tecture, ſtep by ſtep, from the laying of 


; the keel, to the ſkeleton ribs, the decking, 


the upper works, the maſting, and the rig- 
ging, and then behold the per fect work 
launched upon the bofom of the deep, a 
Britiſh tower of defence againſt her ene- 
mies. | 


ſhort, and his walks cautiouſly taken; for, 
though with the amiable and unſuſpecting 
family he paſſed current for Mrs. Felton's 
fon, he having before had a frolic or two of 
the ſame ſpirited kind, was fearful of pre- 

mature 


Lord S——'s viſits to Portſmouth were 
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mature detection; and the ſlighteſt hint 
> would have been ſufficient to have put the 
Captain upon his guard, all open as he was 
to attacks, until alarmed. - 
Would it not be uſeful, ſaid Lord S—" 
Z obſerving what a favorite Hannah was with 
* Elfrida, ** to take notice of that awkward 
* woman, called Jenkins, ſhe is their friend 


* 


22 nod 


8 


; much rather than their ſervant, and me- 
= thinks we might pick ſomething out of 
ber.“ 
HFannah, who looked upon Mrs. Felton 
as a great Gentlewoman, was not a little 
flattered by her condeſcenſion; condeſcen- 
ſion was, however, according to her ac- 
count, an infallible mark of high birth, and 
2 genteel breeding; no upſtart ſhe in Britain, 
= ſhe would be bound for it, would have in- 
= vited a. plain hard-working woman to drink 
tea with her, and taken the ſame notice of | 
her, for all the world, as if ſhe was her fel- 
2 low-companion, as Mrs. Felton had done 
by her; and then ſhe was ſo fond of Mrs. 
2 Elliſon, thought her very handſome, but 
> what of that, ſhe ſaid, no one would ever 
remember Mrs. Elliſon's perſon, when they 
once came to know her mind, for it was 
there ſhe was charming above all her ſex. 
Moreover, Mrs. Felton was the moſt proy/eft 
woman Hannah had ever met with, with | 
her prayer-book and her bible continually 
by her; and fo ſhocked, if the ſacred name, 
| : as 
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as ſhecalled it, of Heaven, was prophaned, 
and fo good to children, that Miſs Ella muſt 
not have had a heart, not to have had it 
won by her. 2 

And thus did another ſix months elapſe, 
without my Lord's making one advance 
nearer the accompliſhment of his wiſhes, 
than the day the worthy family left London, 
except that Mrs. Felton had gained ſo far 
upon their good opinion, that they were 
glad to ſee her at all hours, an indulgence 
ſhe availed herſelf of in its fulleſt extent, 
running in and out their houſe like a tame 
animal, until at length ſhe came to the 
knowledge of Elfrida's induſtry. 

Mrs. Felton was amazed. You work 
for your living,” ſaid ſhe, ** and not for 
your amuſement! Heaven and earth! I 
ſhall never recover myſelf! You; who 
would do honor to a coronet! Mercy on me, 
I ſhall never get over it! I ſhall break my 
heart to think of it!” 

& O dear Madam,” ſaid Mrs. Elliſon, 
* thoſe who are called to experience the 
tranſitions I have done, have quite a diffe- 
rent eſtimate of life, to the ambitious, the 
delicate, or the vain; you find it hurt me 
not in your judgment, for you have fre- 
quently, with a politeneſs that pains me, 
imputed eaſe, elegance, and education, to 
my manner and appearance; and yet this 
elegant, and this accompliſhed young wo- 

man, 
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man, was, at theſe very periods, under en- 


gagements of induſtry for the London 
hops, and now diſpatching the labors, and 
> now reviewing the fruits of her induſtry.” 


„ You may ſay what you pleaſe,” cried 


Mrs. Felton, “but it is a cutting diſ- 
cCovery.“ 


The truth indeed was, that Mrs. Felton 


had a tolerable knowledge of the female 


heart, and was convinced, that the private 


* was the undiſguiſed moment, for many and 
many a young damſel had ſhe met with, in 


the courſe of her honorable profeſſion (for 
the fact was, that Mrs. Felton was a finiſhed 


2 procureſs) who appeared all that was ami- 


able in woman, and who had ſo dexterouſly 


kept up the ball, that ſhe was on the point 
> of giving them up as invincible, until a 
lucky intruſion into their privacy gave her 


the felicity to find, that theſe very diſcreet, 
theſe very demure, and theſe very ſentimental 
ladies, loved idleneſs, or dreſs, or good eat- 
ing and drinking, or gay authors (a moſt 
favorable ſymptom) or had ſome other cha- 
racteriſtic foible, which, from not having 


the power to gratify, they had the addreſs 


to conceal, and thereby enabled herſelf to 
ſuit the bait to the appetite; ſhe had gained 
the victory, in the inſtant ſhe conceived her- 
ſelf foiled, and triumphed, as it were, in 
dhe very arms of diſappointment. 
Upon 
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Upon this diſcovery, reſpeCting Elfrida, 
ſhe was in total deſpair; for to meet with a 
heart, which not only dared to be poor, but 
delighted in employment, ſo deranged her, 
that ſhe wrote to his Lordſhip to come down 
1mmediately. 

My Lord taking it into his head to fancy 
that his ſucceſsful hour was arrived, was un- 
ſpeakably .chagrined to hear her declare 
that her hopes were at an end; * For, 
could you have imagined ſuch a thing poſſi- 
ble,” ſaid ſhe, ** that all lovely woman has 
a ſoul as free from ambition, folly and va- 
nity, as her face 1s from blemiſh, and is, at 


this very inſtant, to the eternal diſappoint- 


ment of your Lordſhip's ſchemes, working 
for her bread; or, which is the ſame thing, 
to make a reſerve for herſelf and her mother, 
in caſe of their ſurviving the Captain. No, no, 
my Lord, had ſhe but complained to me of 
her fallen ſtate, had ſhe but confeſſed her 
ſituation, moping for ever by the ſide of her 
father and mother irkſome, had I but found 
her at her looking-glaſs, that corruptor of 
young minds, and altar of pride, for when 
men conceive they have once undermined 
the virtue of one of theſe Narciſſus' in petti- 
coats, ſhe is much rather ſelf-betrayed, than 
the dupe of her lover's arts; had ſhe, in ſhort, 


my Lord, one aſſumed virtue, or one latent 


vice, I would have pledged my ſelf for your 
obtaining her, but the ſymptoms are mor- 
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tal, and portend the death of your at- 
tempts. | 
And is there no way of ſapping, of 
ſtorming, of ſurprizing the garriſon,” ſaid 
his Lordſhip, ©** no centinel that can be 
bought up, no Argus that can be laid aſleep; 
for Mrs. Felton, I am determined, and it 
is now, I believe, no longer in my choice, 
by what means, either by ſtratagem or vio- 
lence, to have her in my poſſeſſion.” 


37 


Why then, my Lord,” ſaid Mrs. Fel- 


ton, © it is my opinion, you muſt raiſe the 


7 ſiege for the preſent, and defer the opening 


of the next campaign until the enemy can be 
= drawn out of her ſtrong hold, to which the 
approaching winter will be moſt unfavor- 
frable. In plain Engliſh, you muſt wait 
1 oy May or June bfore you take another 
"x ſtep.” 


A very pretty taſk, Mrs. Felton, you 


dare ſetting my patience ; this, I take it, is 

the firſt week in October, and ſhe has al- 
ready ſeen a year and a half at Portſmouth; 
but a-propos,” cried his Lordſhip, ©* the 
Captain, in the long ſtory, he tells of his 
EZ child's being carried away upon the water, 


teaches us how to manage, ſituated as we 
are upon the ſea-coaſt, ſo we will look for- 
ward, to prevailing upon her to enter into 


ſome water expedition, when, under favor of 
the winds and waves, we will bear her to ſome 
happy ſpot, and, perhaps, without ſo much 
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as aſking her conſent, draw her into a little 
trip to France, in all which, you, Mrs. Fel- 
ton, muſt accompany us.“ 

Vour Lordſhip knows you may always 
command me,” ſaid Mrs. Felton, “ but it 
ſtrikes me it would be polite to have another 
fellow-voyager. Mrs. Hannah's curioſity 
is at leaſt equal to her ſimplicity, and the 


name of a ghoſt will at any time frighten 5 


her from her ſtation, as a watch-woman 
over the ſafety of her beloved miſtreſs; 


there is magic to her feelings in the very 
ſound.“ | 


*© You have hit the mark at laſt, ſaid his 
Lordſhip, and we have only to follow it 
up to be ſucceſsful.“ 


Whenever Mrs. Felton had an opportu— 4 


nity ſhe artfully filled Hannah's head full of 


ſea expeditions. * About nine miles from 
hence,” ſhe would ſay to her, is the Iſle of 


Wight, and if your family was not ſo parti- 
cular, what a pretty party we might make, 


ſome time or other, when my ſon comes 
down, with a few genteel ſtores, and a little 
muſic; and then, Mrs. Jenkins, you would 


ſee what 1t was to go to ſea, and to be upon 
pleaſure-parties on the water, and I am ſure 
you would like it vaſtly, if we could con- 
trive to bring it about.” 

This idea having taken poſſeſſion of Han- 
nah's brain, ſhe longed as much for the re- 
turn of ſummer as his Lordſhip did, and 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Elliſon having a complaint in her ſto- 
mach, which the apothecary was fearful 


= tended to a conſumption ; he was led by 
Mrs. Felton, who, from complimenting his 


medical ſkill, and paying him handſomely 
for any little attendance ſhe ſtood in need of, 


had acquired a great aſcendancy over him, 
to preſcribe ſea- ſickneſs for her cure. 


Hannah, catching at the ſound, cried, 
* Oh, Madam, do go with Mrs. Felton to 
the Iſle of Wight, ſhe has promiſed to take 


mee as ſoon as the weather is fine; it will 


do you a monſtrous deal of good.” 

Mrs, Elliſon told Mrs. Felton the apo- 
thecary's opinion; ſhe affected ſurprize, 
„ But, to be ſure,” ſaid ſne, he muſt know 
beſt; and if you are inclined to make the 
experiment, we will, ſomehow or other, 
go as far as the Iſland; but, unleſs Captain 
and Mrs. Overbury will favor us with their 
company, it muſt be when my ſon is here, 
for we cannot go, with either ſafety or pro- 
priety, unleſs we have the likeneſs of a man 
to attend us.” 

Mr. Overbury ſaid he was not fond of 
the water, and Mrs. Overbury declared ſhe 
would not go without him. | 

But,“ ſaid the Captain, © if a little ſnug 
party can be made up, of which Hannah's 
eyes informs me ſhe would be happy to parti- 
cipate, both your health and amuſement, my 
dear Elfrida, might be promoted ; and, in- 
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deed, it would be deſirable to engage you in 
a pleaſant excurſion, for you confine your- 
ſelf too much.“ 

Elfrida did not oppoſe, which was looked 
upon by Mrs. Felton to be the ſame thing 
as conſenting to the propoſal, and ſhe in- 
formed my Lord, that they were got a few 
points nearer their wiſhes. 

May proved a very cold month, and 
June was ſo intenſely hot that they had fre- 
quent thunder- ſtorms; Lord S——— was 
frantic; but, at laſt, he had the extatic 
pleaſure of (ſeeing preparations going for- 
wards, under the authority of Mrs. Elliſon's 
abſolute engagement, and the day appointed, 
at the diſtance of only two days. 


Hannah was lifted out of herſelf with joy, ? 


ſhe had a new cap provided for the occaſion, 
a gown of Mrs. Cluwyd's, given by Elfrida, 
was brought out, which had the very air of 
Weſtminſter-abbey, and ſeemed riſen from 
the tombs; and never child longed for a 
ſchool-ball, as ſhe did for the fixth of 
June. 


The ſixth of June came, and Mrs. Elliſon 


Propoſed Ella's going, but the child ſaid, 
ſhe ſhould be terrified at the ſea, and would 
much rather ſtay with Captain and Mrs. 
Overbury. F 
 Elfrida was dreſſed in virgin white, and 
might have ſat for the emblem of the golden 
age, for innocence and peace beamed forth 
in 


7 - 


1 re 
2 N oy j 


] 
1 
1 
1 


99 \S — 


E L FRI D A. 83 


in her countenance; we ſhall ſay nothing of 
Hannah, but my Lord exchanged a ſignifi- 
cant look with Mrs. Felton, on beholding 
her, and the word ouzre, caught Elfrida's ear, 
ſhe ſmiled at the contraſt, for there was no 


: denying that my Lord's poliſh and Hannah's 


ſimplicity were a wide diſtance from each 
other. 

They embarked with proſperous gales, 
and every proſpect of pleaſure and enjoy- 
ment, when having run through the fleet 
at Spithead, the off-ſhore from the Iſland, a 
circumſtance that Elfrida was not aware of, 
and got below South-ſea Caſtle, and Cum- 
berland-fort, and fo fairly clear of the ſhore, 


as to have nothing to fear from obſervation 


or aſſiſtance, my Lord began to be very al- 
ſiduous about Mrs. Elliſon. 

She was diſpleaſed but not alarmed, re- 
pented of her expedition but dreamed not of 
her danger; her worſt concluſion was, that 
the young man might not be quite ſober, 
and, therefore, too probably, very trouble- 
ſome; and ſhe endeavored, without ſhew- 
ing her full diflatisfaction, to change her 
ſeat. 

He took both her hands in his, and pre- 
vented her intention, ſwore they were the 
handſomeſt ever formed, kiſſed them once, 
twice, thrice. 

Mrs. Elliſon inſiſted upon his altering his 
behavior, and begged Mrs, Felton would 
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make her relation ſenſible of its impro- 
priety. | 

Mrs. Felton laughed, ©* parties of pleaſure 
admitted,” ſhe ſaid, of innocent freedoms, 
and ſo lovely a woman as Mrs. Elliſon, muſt 
not wonder to find an adorer in every man 
of ſenſiblity and ſpirit that approached 
her.” 

Encouraged by this ſpeech, Lord S—— 
had the audacity to ſnatch a kiſs, Elfrida 
diſengaged herſelf with all the dignity and all 


the reſolution of offended virtue; and Han- 


nah, perceiving how the caſe ſtood, gave 
him an honeſt and ſmart box on the ear, 
and bid him learn better manners. 

We ſhall humble your miſtreſs' pride,“ 
ſaid he, and revenge that blow before to- 
morrow morning. 

„Where are we going, Mrs. Felton,” 
ſaid Elfrida, with all the compoſure ſhe could 
aſſume. 

* To ſome happy Iſland.” ſaid Mrs, 
Felton, theatrically, in the watry waſte,” 

Mrs. Elliſon had forgot ſhe was young, 
and handſome enough to excite deſigns, and 
would as ſoon have thought of their running 
away with Hannah; ſhe was, however, im- 


patient to be ſet on ſhore; any where on 


ſhore, ſhe ſaid, and her fears operated ſo 
ſtrongly upon her mind, that her ſickneſs 
was no more. 
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Lord S—— now threw himſelf at her 
feet, and, in the ſpirit of romantic gallantry, 
exclaimed, 

* Such Helen was, and who could blame.” 

Hannah, with all her ſimplicity, knowing 
well the beauty of her miſtreſs, began, from 
his Lordſhip's behavior, to have no doubt 
of their real ſituation ; ſhe was, therefore, 
reſolved to play of Elliſon upon them, as 
ſhe called every ſtroke off Fineſſe or cunning, 
and whiſpering Mrs. Felton, ſaid, ſhe 
thought the Gentleman had better defer 
© making love to her miſtreſs, (though to be 
FF fureit was fine to hear him) until they got 

on ſhore, leſt ſhe ſhould fret herſelf ill, and 
they ſhould not know what to do with her, ; 
and that, moreover, it was not unlikely, 
if ſhe was frightened, but ſhe might fall into 
fits. 2 
Felton, who ſet Hannah down for a guile- 
leſs animal, thought there was meaning in 
what ſhe ſaid; and, calling her wicked em- 
ployer to the other end of the boat, adviſed 
him, upon Hannah's authority, to reſerve 
the declaration of his paſſion for their even- 
ing's entertainment, when they were got in- 
to harbor; but his Lordſhip having, what 
he conceived, broken the ice, was reſolved 
to proceed, and either win her conſent, he 
ſaid, or form his reſolutions how to treat her, 
before they quitted their bark. 


D 4 He 


56 ELFRIDA. 


| He accordingly, upon his return to El- 
| frida, who, though ſhe made the attempt, 
could not get at the ſpeech of Hannah, to 
communicate her diſtreſs; without farther 
Preface, told her he was not what he ap- 
peared, but a Gentleman, who had long 
been dying for her, adding his fortune, 
power, and determination to compel her to 
accept his propoſals, omitting only his name, 
leſt, upon her huſband's account, it might 
excite her diſguſt ; concluding with the tre- 
* mendous aſſertion, that it depended upon 
her choice to be his queen or vaſſal, but 
that the fates had decreed, irrevocably de- 
creed, ſhe ſhould be either the one or the 
other in a few hours. 

Elfrida was ready to expire with terror and 
conſternation ; her father, mother, Wilmot, 

ruſhed upon her thoughts; what would they 
not ſuffer for her ſufferings; her huſband, 
ſhe recollected with a ſigh, as the indirect 
author of her misfortunes, and was wholly 
at a loſs how to conduct herſelf. 

Sometimes ſhe had it in actual contem- 
plation to throw herſelf into the ſea, and 
then condemned herſelf with the utmoſt 
ſeverity for deſpairing of the protection of 
Heaven; and whilſt all theſe melancholy 
things were paſling over her mind, Lord 
8 was confidently gazing upon her, and 
congratulating himſelf upon his addreſs, in 
outwitting the goddeſs of wiſdom in an hu- 
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man ſhape, and deceiving the firſt- born 
daughter of caution. 
Mrs. Elliſon, at length, convinced that 


her only chance for eſcaping this deep-laid 


and moſt infernal deſign, was to temporize 
to the beſt of her power, beſought the Gen- 


tleman, therefore, to ſpare her before fo 


many witneſſes, and, by his generoſity in 
complying with this requeſt, make an inter- 
eſt in her gratitude for himſelf, when ſhe had 
an opportunity of ſhewing it. We ſhall 
not, I ſuppoſe, Sir”, ſaid ſhe, © continue 
long at ſea, and the people who are now 
about us, will not be our companions on 
ſhore; let me then owe you the obligation 
of not betraying your ſucceſs to the world.” 
This his Lordſhip could not but confeſs 
was very reaſonable, beſides appearing a 
happy preſage of future indulgence. ** Come, 
then,” ſaid he, Madam, ſing me ſome 
of the ſongs, for the execution of which you 
are ſo celebrated, by way of compromiſe, 
and charm me into an happy acquieſcence 
with your humor.” g 
The dying ſwan,” ſaid Mrs, Elliſon's 
heart, ** ſings, we are aſſured, its own re- 
quiem; and only let death ſtep in between 
me and violation, I fear it 1s all I muſt aſk 
of Heaven.” | 
She ſung her beſt, whilſt ſhe was ſtraining 
her eyes in ſearch of ſome friendly ſhore, 
and Hannah, ſeeing them engaged, began 
D 5 to 
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to tamper with the man at the helm for her 
miſtreſs' deliverance. 

It is a folly to talk,” ſaid Hannah, 
© but, over and above the difference between 
doing a good and a bad action, this man will 
never give you half as much as Captain 
Overbury would do for ſaving his child; 
add to which, that my Lady (poor Jenkins 
thought it would have an uſeful effect to 
talk grand) has a ſchool-fellow gone to the 
Eaſt-Indies, that will return with the next 
fleet as rich as a Jew, and as free to part 
with his money as a Lord; and, it is not to 
ſay hundreds, for he would give thouſands 
of pounds, rather than Mrs. Elliſon ſhould 
be miſuſed.” 

And what is this man's name,” ſaid the 
Pilot. 

* Why, Mr. Wilmot,“ ſaid Hannah, 
the moſt handſomeſt, the moſt ſweeteſt, 
and the moſt—” 

„Well, well, young woman,” ſaid the 
three ſailors in a breath, you may hold 
your jaw, and ſet your heart at reſt ; for, do 
you hear me,” continued the Pilot, © don't 
betray yourſelf, but, ſince Mr, Wilmot's 
your man, all is ſafe as you could wiſh; 
for I came home in the ſame ſhip with him 
from India, and he has been kind to my fa- 
mily, and to my three meſſmates, ſince I 
became a man of war's man, for we all be- 
long to a ſhip in dock, and ſo got leave to 
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come out in this hired boat; ſo mark me, 
ſilence is the word, this fine ſpark ſhall not 
hurt a hair of your miſtreſs' head, though 
it is plain enough he means her no good; a 
ſloop of war is expected down this tide from 
off Deal, ſhe cannot be far diſtant, and the 
wind is ſunk, and what there is is againſt us, 
and for them, and we will bear forward, or 
ſtand in to take her as ſhe paſſes, as appears 
beſt for our purpoſe; and now mum, and be 
mute as a mackerel.“ 

Hannah would have given the world to 
communicate the (ſmalleſt hint of this good 
news to her miſtreſs, but it was impoſſible; 
in this ſtate of anxious hope on the part of 
Hannah, and deep deſpair on Elfrida's, did 
they continue for too long hours, during 
which time ſhe often reſolved to fall at her 
betrayer's feet and beg for mercy, but could 
not hope for ſucceſs, when ſhe ſuddenly 
perceived a ſhip failing toward them, and, 
from ſurprize and joy, inſenſible of the diſ- 
tance, ſhe eagerly held out both her hands, 
in a petitioning attitude, and fainted away. 

The Pilot took advantage of the little 
buſtle which this incident occaſioned, and 
gave a ſignal to the Boatſwain of the ſloop, 
who happened to be his particular acquaint- 
ws to put off the boat and come up to 

im. 

Here's villainy on foot,” ſaid the Pilot, 
* and the Lady who is fainting in that man's 

arms, 
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arms, is a near relation of Mr. Wilmot's, 
tip us a quid,” ſaid he aloud, what does 
the fellow ſtay for,” then lowering his voice, 
he continued, here is foul play, I tell you, 
ſo make us friends on board, and bear down 
upon us; I have ſlacked our fails, when we 
had a little wind, that we might get along- 
ſide you.” 

Away went the Boatſwain. 

Mrs. Elliſon opened her eyes, and ſeeing 
the ſhip much nearer, again made an effort 
to ſpeak, held out her hands, and a ſecond 
time fainted. 

Captain Venables, the Commander of 
the ſloop, was a man of honor, courage, 
and humanity, he did not walt to hear the 
ſailor out, but flying upon deck, he in- 
ſtantly knew his Lordſhip, through all his 
diſguiſe, and invited him and his company 
on board, that the ſick Lady might be taken 
care of. 

His Lordſhip heſitated, then refuſed this 
polite offer ; but the Captain declared he 
ſhould not proceed till the Lady recovered ; 
and his Lordſhip found himſelf reduced to 
the diſagreeable neceſſity of either comply- 
ing, or owning he was open illicit buſineſs; 
but, recollecting that as ſoon as Mrs. Elliſon 
could utter a word ſhe would diſcover all, he 
inſiſted upon puſhing forward. 

+ That I forbid,” ſaid the Captain,“ for 

Il have 
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I have a ſtrange fancy to ſpeak to that 
Lady.” 

* You are impertinent, Sir,” ſaid Lord 
S——, and ſhall anſwer this.” 

** When and where you pleaſe, my Lord,” 
ſaid the Captain, ** but the Lady, I am de- 
termined, ſhall be my priſoner, until ſhe in- 
forms me upon what ground ſhe will be ſet 
at liberty ;”” and the Boatſwain having con- 
trived to throw a rope, with a hook, aſtern 
of them, they were ſoon hauled in along- 
ſide the ſloop, and Mrs. Elliſon conveyed 
on board, followed by Hannah. 

* She is dead,” ſaid Hannah, and indeed 
appearances juſtified her aſſertion, * and my 
poor miſtreſs 1s killed by her fright, and 
that man and woman are the cauſe of all. 
O, Sir, ſhe was the ſweeteſt, beſt of wo- 
men.” | 

* I muſt entreat the favor of your Lord- 


ſhip's company,” ſaid Captain Venables, 


* and your's, Madam,” to Mrs. Felton, 
until this dark buſineſs is cleared up.” So 
ſaying, he left his men to execute his orders, 
and carried Elfrida into the cabin, to his own 
bed, calling the Surgeon to bleed her. 

It was ſome time, nevertheleſs, before ſhe 
came to herſelf, and ſhe was overjoyed to find 


Hannah ſeated by her, and to hear a voice, 


almoſt ſimilar to Wilmot's, aſſure her ſhe was 
in ſafe and honorable hands, 
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As ſhe grew better ſhe ventured to look 
around her, but Captain Venables, fearful 
ſhe ſhould relapſe at the ſight of Lord S—, 
aſked gently if ſhe could bear the rencoun- 
ter. 

Lord S—,” ſaid Mrs. Elliſon, ©* where 
is he? How came I in the fame ſhip with 
him? I will not be ſhocked at ſeeing him, 
though he did plunder Mr. Elliſon of his 
fortune, and inſult him with a bafe pro- 
poſal.“ 

Captain Venables moving from before 
Lord S——, where he had purpoſely placed 
himſelf, to hide him from Mrs. Elliſon, ſhe 
exclaimed, *©* He here! Ah, Sir, am I not 
ſtill a betrayed and undone woman?“ 

command this ſhip, Madam,” ſaid Mr. 
Venables, ©* and Lord 8 upon your 
account, 1s at preſent my priſoner.” 

ins Bleſſed Heaven,” ſaid Elfrida, what 
a deliverance! he would have bought me of 
my huſband, by the reſtoration of all his 
winnings, and being ſcorned, as he ought, 
has formed this wicked aſſault upon my 
perſon, the perſon, Sir, of another man's 
wife, treacherouſly trepanned by him—“ 

** Pardon me, Madam,” ſaid Captain 
Venables, ** his outrage 1s not, altogether, 
ſo great as you 1magine; for, Lady, let it 
not wound you too r this unfortunate 
huſband is no more.” | 
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e Mr. Elliſon dead! how, Sir, could you 


| know this circumſtance ?” 


He entered himſelf, Madam, a volun- 


teer in America; I have ſpent ſeveral even- 


ings with him, have often drank your health, 
and heard from him the moſt honorable men- 
tion of you. It was his deſtiny, however, 
to be ſent out upon a reconnoltering party, 
when ſome Indians ſurprized them, and they 
died to a man.? 

Mrs. Elliſon - was aſtoniſhed, her tender- 
neſs, indeed, was unwounded, though her 
humanity felt for him. 

Mercy upon us,” ſaid Hannah, how 
thankful I am he did not appear to me. 
I wonder I wonder if—if—” but recollect- 
ing herſelf, ſhe withdrew from the fide of 
her miſtreſs, and, hurrying into a private 
corner of the cabin, knelt down to pray for 
poor dear Mr. Wilmot's ſafety. 

„My father and mother,” ſaid Mrs. El- 
lifon, © what will be their apprehenſions, 
when they find we do not return!” 

* We ſhall reach Spithead to-night,” ſaid 


the Captain, ** though the wind does not 


quite favor us, and if it is too late for you 
to go on ſhore, ſome of my men ſhall ſet off 
and let them know you are ſafe; but ſuffer 
me, Madam,” ſaid the kind and conſiderate 
Captain, ** to prevail upon you to take ſome 
repoſe ; and what can I offer you by way of 

refreſhment ?” 


« A glaſs 
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* A glaſs of water,” ſaid Mrs. Elliſon, 


will be a cordial to me.” 
The Captain ordered it to be brought, 
and preſented it to her; And now, my dear 
Lady,” ſaid he, you ſhall be left to your 
ſelf, or at leaſt with only your own ſervant; 
and, if you will give leave, Lord S—— may 
purſue his voyage.” 
„Any thing, every thing,” ſaid Elfrida, 
I conſent to, that will remove me to a diſ- 
tance from him; for, deliverer as you have 
been to me, I cannot feel myſelf ſafe until 
he and his wicked agent are on ſhore.“ | 
The Lady,” ſaid Captain Venables, © I 
moſt heartily beg her pardon ; for, upon 
my honor, ſhe has been treated with very 
little ceremony ; but ſhe may be thankful 
| ſhe eſcapes a ducking, which my brave 
fellows, if they knew her merits, would 
think her intitled to; ſo that, my Lord, I 
dare believe ſhe will be happy to accompany 
you.“ | 
The Captain conducted his Lordſhip 
upon deck, but the Pilot and his partners 
refuſing to do any more dirty work, the 
Captain was obliged to give them their 
paſſage to the head, but ſet them on ſhore 
without fear or diſmay, at Cumberland- 
fort, the firſt land they could come at, 
wholly unmindful of any difficulties they 
might meet with in accommodating them- 
ſelves with a carriage. 
A LET- 
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A LET T XX. 


There is ſomewhat ſo touching in the diſ- 


reſs of a young, beautiful, and virtuous 


oman, that the man who has the happineſs 
to reſcue her from danger, is very apt to loſe 
his heart for his pains; this is the fact, and 
when it is remembered that eventful writers 
generally draw tender incidents from bold 
adventures, our readers will not, perhaps, be 
ſurprized to hear that Captain Venables fell 
in love with our heroine; but it muſt not be 
concealed that he was ſoon ſenſible of a 
double impediment to his winding up the 
hiſtory of his knight- errantry, wick becoming 
an enamorato; no leſs, in the firſt place, 
than the prior engagement of the Lady's 
affections to the abſent Wilmot, a ſecret 
Hannah could not forbear letting out; and, 
in the ſecond, that he happened to be en- 
gaged himſelf to a very worthy woman, who 
was already making the neceſſary prepara- 
tions for meeting him at the altar; circum- 
ſtances which are by no means an advantage 
to this work; but, as to have written up to 
the rules of romance, would have been to 
violate truth, we hope our readers will ac- 
cept of that plain apology, and be ſatisfied 
with our purſuing our humble narrative. 
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It was one o'clock before the two men, 
who undertook to deliver a meſſage from 
Elfrida to her father and mother, reached 
Portſmouth, 

Captain and Mrs. Overbury were, never- 
theleſs up, and waiting, with heart-felt anx- 
iety, for news of their Elfrida. 

The Sailors told them, without further 
ceremony, ſhe was now ſafe, but that there 
had like to have been deadly bad work; and, 
though cautioned not to alarm the family, 
the Captain picked ſufficient out of them to 
know Mrs. Felton was a monſter, and his 
child the intended victim of her wicked ar- 
tifice, 7 | 

They ſlept not, ſo impatient were they for 
the particulars of this black tranſaction, and 
the morning not only reſtored their Elfrida 
to their arms, but gave a new friend to their 
hearts in the perſon of Captain Venables, 
who beſpoke their acquaintance for his bride 
elect, aſſuring them it would be a great plea- 
ſure to him, to be permitted to introduce her 
to ſo reſpectable a family. 

Elliſon's death was then mentioned, with 
every circumſtance within the ſcope of his 
information, and Captain Overbury remark- 
ed, how wonderfully Providence had brought 
that event to their knowledge, which, from 
diſtance of ſituation, might have remained 
undiſcovered, or, at leaſt, unaſcertained, to 
the end of their lives. = 
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Mr. Venables profeſſed his ſurprize, that 


no accounts had reached them, for the com- 
manding officer of the corps to which Mr, 
Ellifon belonged, had declared an intention 
to write to his friends, and thought he 
had ſeen his name in the returns of the 
killed. 8 

Hannah ſpread out her ſea adventures 
wherever ſhe came, and did not ſpare either 
his Lordſhip, or his Lordſhip's agent; 
when ſhe ſoon learned that the woman's cha- 
racter for ſuch diabolical undertakings was 
notorious, and Lord S——— univerſally 
known for a man of deep enterprize and 
intrigue. | 

* Is it not cruel as well as unjuſt,” ſaid 
Mrs. Overbury, “ for the perſons who could 
glye you this intelligence, to have ſuffered 
an innocent family to be the dupes of ſuch 
villainy ; I, for my part, in a ſimilar caſe, 
would, at all hazards, convey a hint of a 
ſimilar danger, and leave the individuals, ſo 
warned, to the exerciſe of, at leaſt, their own 
judgment, and the regulation of their own 
choice; they are barbarous ties that can 
reſtrain us from doing this office by each 
other,” 

Hannah, the moment ſhe had Mrs. Over- 
bury alone, talked of nothing but Mr. 
Wilmot. © As for me,” ſaid the, © who 
have not learned your nice and odd no- 
Lions, I ſhould rejoice in my releaſe "- s 
a 
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bad huſband, and hold myſelf ready to ac- 
cept of a good one. I am ſure I have been 
down on my knees more than once to thank 
Heaven for having Elliſon to itſelf z; though 
once, indeed, I was terribly frightened, for 
the cat was in the room, and jumped up, 


and I thought it was him, himſelf, that 


touched my elbow, and fell upon my face 
and ſhrieked out; nor have I, I will own to 
you, Madam, knelt, in your forma] kind 
of praying ſince ; but my heart is buſy, and 
my ſpirits all in alarm; and I would be glad 
to know what chance poor dear Mr. Wil- 
mot would have, if he was to come back 
ſafe from amongſt the Blacks ; that is, what 
chance you think he would have ?” 

My good woman,” ſaid Mrs. Overbury, 
& your friendſhip for Wilmot is an excuſe 
for all the miſtakes you commit; my Elfrfda 
is above either diſguiſe or affectation, but 
there is a decorum due to her character, and 
all thoſe who love her muſt reſpect, and not 
wound her feelings.” Fo LEE 

* I wound her!“ ſaid Hannah, I am 
ſure I would ſooner cut off a piece of my 
tongue ; but yet nature 1s nature, that's all 
I argue for; and, as ſhe loved Mr. Wilmot, 
and told him ſo twenty times in Arcadia, 


when ſhe was too young to know-right from 
wrong ; and he has ever loved her with 


ſuch—but you ſhall judge, Madam, how 
he loves her, for when he was going abroad 


the 
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the firſt time, and I ſtole to take leave 
of him, ſeeing him half dead with ſorrow, 
(you muſt not be angry, Madam, for I was 
not married to Elliſon) but, to comfort 
him, I bid him remember, that many a one 
had had, for their ſecond huſband, him they 
could not get for their firſt, and that no one 
knowed what might happen ; and you ſhall 
hear his reply (Mrs, Elliſon herſelf, with 


| all her rigidneſs, could have ſaid no more) 


* I muſt not hear you talk thus, Mrs. Jen- 
kins,” ſaid he, © whilſt Miſs Overbury 
could be our ſubject, my heart would, with 
rapture, have liſtened to you, but Mrs. El- 
liſon's character is too ſacred to be lightly 
mentioned, and you muſt never let me hear 
you name her thus; and now, Madam, 
come, with all your dickorums, does not ſuch 
a man deſerve to be happy ?” 

Do not let us talk about it, Hannah, 


time will tell truths which prudence and 


principle muſt conceal ; and be careful not 
to diſtreſs our Elfrida.“ 

A fiddleſtick of diſtreſs,” ſaid Hannah, 
having turned into another room, ] fa 
diſtreſs, indeed, to be beloved by one of the 
moſt handſomeſt, and the moſt worthieſt 
men in the world; for my part, I think 
your fine-lady whims are the next thing to 
lunacy; for, love is love, if you will give it 
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and a bad huſband a curſe, and a good 
huſband a bleſſing, all the world over.” 

Captain Venables departed, quite charmed 
with the whole family ; when Mr. Overbury, 
with a countenance that ſpoke his honeſt 
feelings, ſaid, What a chequered life is 
ours; Elfrida, my dear, you would antici- 
pate 3 but I now begin to apprehend, 
we ſhall, in reality, make acquaintance 
with it; my half-pay is loſt to us, yet, as 
I muſt conceive, we owe my Captain's 
commiſſion to Lord S——, we muſt not eat 
the bread of infamy. 

O fear us not,” ſaid both Ladies, in 
the ſame inſtant, ** throw him back bis in- 
ſulting gifts, and the joys of peace, and of 
induſtry ſhall be ours.” 

Accordingly, the next day, Mr. Over- 
bury, encloſed it to the Secretary, with his 
reaſons of conduct; and, with the utmoſt 
alacrity, ſet about preparing for quitting 
Portſmouth; but, to his agreeable ſurprize, 
the third day from diſpatching this im- 
portant packet, he had it returned, with 
many compliments, from the noble State- 
officer, with aſſurances that it was procured 
for him, and not without ſome expence, as 
well as a good deal of trouble, by a young 
Gentleman, of the name of Wilmot, then in 
the Eaſt Indies. 

Made happy in this particular, Hannah 

gan, once more to hold up her head, for 
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never was deſpondence greater than her's, 
upon the melancholy proſpect of Captain 
Overbury's falling into poverty; but, though 
ready to burſt, ſhe kept her mouth, as it were 
with a bridle, until Mrs. Elliſon laid aſide 
her firſt mourning ; ; When, having aſſiſted 
her in dreſſing, the ſecond day of wearing a 
grey gown, wonder, Madam,” ſaid ſhe, 
* where poor dear Mr, Wilmot is now!” 
Mrs. Elliſon bluſhed, and Hannah cried, 
* Ah, now you look like yourſelf; how 
ſweetly that color becomes you; I wiſh—1 


wiſh—? 


* My dear Hannah,” ſaid Elfrida, do 
not begin to talk wild things; Mr. Wilmot 
was the friend of my infancy, and the bro- 
oe of my youth; but having been once a 
wife — 

What of that?” ſaid Hannah, Mercy 
upon us, what a world would you make of 
it! Is not a marriage at an end when death 
ſteps 1n to part man and wife? and are they 
not at liberty to chooſe a ſecond time?” 

such are the cuſtoms of the world,” ſaid 


Mrs. Ellliſon, nor do I condemn thoſe who 


give into them, but I have a rule of conduc, 
Hannah.” 


„Well, Madam,” ſaid Wind 4 do 
believe you will drive me beſide myſelf; the 
deuce take all fine notions, ſay I; a grain of 
common - ſenſe is worth a thouſand of i it; and 


ſo Mr. Wilmot, who had like to have loſt 


his 
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his life, when you became Mr. Elliſon's 
- wife, muſt be let to break his heart now 
you are become a widow, All the whole 
earth; Madam, ſhall not perſuade me this is 


good logic; no, it is abſolutely ſinful; it is 


as if one was wiſer than Providence itſelf, 
and was to ſay, in defiance, Aye, aye, let 
Heaven decree what it may, I will not yield 
myſelf to its will.” 

Hannah was flouncing, and toſſing the 
things about, all the time ſhe ſpoke, and 
Mrs. Elliſon was compelled to ſmile, © Com- 
poſe yourſelf, I beſeech you,” ſaid ſhe, ©* we 
may never ſee Mr. Wilmot more, or if we 
ſhould, he may—” 

* I cannot bear, Madam,” ſaid Hannah, 
and ſo there is an end of the matter, I can- 
not bear to hear you, who are all goodneſs 
and truth, ſhould talk at this rate; for, what- 
ever fleſh and blood you are made of, Mr. 
Wilmot, except being better born, 1s ſuch 
another as myſelf, and will ſtare and will die 
with vexation, if you talk to him thus.” 

* No, no, Hannah, Mr. Wilmot will 
underſtand me, though you cannot ; the 
principles by which I govern myſelf are nei- 
ther ſo new, or ſo extraordinary, as you may 
imagine.” | 

** So you may think,” ſaid Hannah,“ but 


I would venture to be put to death, and I 


am not very deſirous of ſeeing ſuch a tra- 
gedy 
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gedy acted, if Mr. Wilmot is not of my 


opinion.“ 

A letter was received by Mr. Overbury 
from Lord S , full of profeſſions of con- 
trition for his conduct, and aſſurances of 
high reſpect, and veneration for his lovely 
daughter, concluding with an offer of his 
hand and fortune, which he would have 
tendered ſooner, but from ideas that muſt be 
recommendatory of him, as they were ſome- 
thing ſimilar to their own very peculiar ob- 
ſervance of propriety ; but that he muſt con- 
ceive a Lady, who had been a widow two 
years and a half, might, without offence, 
be ſolicited to turn her thoughts to a ſecond 
union. 

Hannah wiſhed herſelf in a ſituation for 
tearing his eyes out; an impudent, trapan- 
ning, wicked Lord, ſhe called him, to ſup- 
poſe her miſtreſs, that would not hear the 


name of poor dear Mr. Wilmot mentioned, 
as her lover, would give into ſo monſtrous 


a propoſal, as liſtening to the mag who had 
robbed, and almoſt murdered her - huſband, 
frightened her to death, and intended to have 
made her his concubine, — 

The whole family were much entertained 
by Hannah's honeſt reſentment of this in- 
dignity. 

„And fo,” ſaid the Captain, Mrs. Jen- 
kins, you really would not like to be her 
Ladyſhip's waiting- woman!“ 

Vol. II. E ** I would 
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© T would ſtarve in a ditch firſt, like 
Jane Shore. No, no, ſuch honors as he 
could give, every good mind muſt ſcorn ; I 
wiſh I could get at him to tell him his 
own,” 

And yet,” continued the Captain, 


archly, © a coach and fix, with the title of 


Counteſs, 1s a very pretty thing, Hannah.” 
“ Oh, Sir,” ſaid Hannah, with a face as 


red as crimſon, do not tempt me, do not 


try me ſo hard, leſt J ſhould let out ſome- 
what againſt ambition, and the vanity of 
wealth, which you could never pardon; Mr. 

Wilmot is my man, and I will ſtand by him 
to my laſt moment. 

The Captain laughed and commended her 
goodneſs of heart. I,” ſaid he, deſpiſe 
this Lord as much as you do; and, well as I 
love my Elfrida, would much rather fol- 
low her to her grave, than behold her his 
wife. 

Hannah ſtared, pauſed, and ſtared again. 
< See her buried firſt!” ſaid ſhe, © I fear 
that is going beyond my mark; my mind 


would ſurely give way; but then I ſhould - 


wiſh it were lawful, in a Chriſtian country, 
like the heathen queen, I ſaw laſt ſummer 
in the play, to get him killed as ſoon as the 
marriage-ſervice was finiſhed; and it would 
be no more than his deſerts; and, though 
all the world was to call it unhuman, 1 
ſhould rejoice to ſee him bleed.“ _ 
e 
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The Captain, it was plain, did not great- 
ly condemn her notions, and wrote to Lord 
S——, in ſuch terms as convinced him, 
it would be to no pur poſe to renew his'appli- 
cation. 

* We are, my Lord,” ſaid he, much more 
aſtoniſhed, to find ourſelves addreſſed upon 
ſuch a ſubject as a marriage-treaty, by a per- 
ſon who has injured and groſsly inſulted us, 
than flattered by Lord S——'s ſuperiority 
and condeſcenſion. Elfrida Elliſon, Sir, 
was always in love with poverty and paſtoral 
life; the man of her choice muſt be ſimple 
inhis manners, and tremblingly alive to every 
finer ſentiment of honor and humanity. 
You, my Lord, are a man of the great world, 
and the elements might as eaſily be recon- 
ciled as our minds and your's. 

We decline, therefore, with perhaps 
too little gratitude, the favors you would 
confer upon us, and with all due remem- 
brance of the paſt, remain, as we ought, 


Yours, &c. &c.“ 


Lord S — was piqued as much as his 
love was diſappointed ; he vowed re- 
venge, and made ſeveral mean attempts to 
deprive Mr. Overbury of his commiſſion ; 
but, for the honor of the Britiſh Miniſtry, 
the Secretary was firm in his approbation of 
the Captain, and deaf to every malicious at- 
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tack his enemies contrived to make upon his 
character. | 

Captain Venables brought his Lady down 
to Portſmouth, who was a very agreeable 
woman, and ſo much in the ſtile of Elfrida, 
that the whole family were enlivened by her 
company and converſation ; ſhe was, 1n- 
deed, the firſt woman Elfrida ever formed 
an intimacy with ; for the Ladies ſhe had 
been introduced to in London, were too 
well-bred to be rational; too deeply en- 
gaged in the polite routine, to have any ac- 
quaintance with ſentiment, and too lively to 
be capable of reflection; whereas, Mrs. 
Venables, like herſelf, before her heart had 


Painful weights upon 1t, was, 


An equal mixture of good humor, 
And ſenſible Joft melancholy. 


Theſe were, indeed, ſome of the happieſt 
days Elfrida had enjoyed, fince the breaking 
up of her infant pleaſures. 

Captain Venables, who was a man of for- 
tune, and had received a very handſome 
ſum with his wife, had a job-coach, in 
which the Ladies took their daily airings, 
Elfrida, Mrs. Venables, Mrs. Overbury, 
and the little Ella, eſcorted by the Captains 
Overbury and Venables; and, though Ella 


grew up rather plain, ſhe was a very amiable 
child, 
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child, and promiſed to make a valuable wo- 
man. 

But all this time Haiumb was upon ten- 
ters, and went about, enquiring of every 
one, how a letter could be ſent to meet a 
Gentleman coming from the Eaſt-Indies. 

She was at length told, that the only me- 
thod was, to direct it to be left for him at 
St. Helena, to be ſent back, if the India- 
man, on board of which he was, did not hap- 
pen to touch there. 

Hannah was in extacies, and thus poured 
her heart out upon paper, to her beloved Mr. 
Wilmot. 

* Alack-a-day, Sir, there was a time when 
a letter from your old friend Hannah Jen- 
kins, would have done your heart good ; 
and ſo let it now, for the ſake of its happy 
contents, 

* For that cruel and ill-natured man, 
Mr. Elliſon, is dead and gone; and the beſt 
of women, as I once told you, may ſtill be 
yours, if you manage yourſelf right; but you 
will have a deadly deal of ground to go 
over; for what with their de/ik:fſes and their 
ſentiments, I dare not put in a word, not fo 
much as edge-ways, 1n your favor, though 
Mrs. Elliſon bluſhed once when I mentioned 
your name at an unawares, not one of your 
angry and haughty bluſhes, but ſuch as I 
have ſeen overſpread her face i in Arcadia, af- 
ter you came from London, and ſhe had 
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found out, poor thing, that all her fine 
gratitude and innocent doating upon you, 
was likely to end in downright love. 

© Well, let it be a caution ſay I, how 
thoſe people that can take pleaſure in making 
themſelves miſerable, let love ſtea] upon their 
hearts; for why? there is no way of eſ- 
caping, when once they come to ſee their 
danger, than by ſhunning the acquaintance 
of each other, and not to keep ſighing and 
be-pitying themſelves in private, and nurſ- 
ing their diſorder, by meeting in public, 
until they are almoſt finiſhed ; and ſo Mr. 
Wilmot, as I was ſaying, let thoſe who wiſh 
not to be taken in, get as ſoon and as far 
diſtant as they can from the infektion but 
to come to the point. 

„Don't you, Sir, go about to deſpair, 
becauſe you may find ſome difficulty in your 
firſt ſetting off as a lover; ſuch as being 
talked down by high-flown profeſſions of 
friendſhip, and the like of that, but go on 
gently and kindly, until ſome look or word 
encourages you to be bolder; for if ſhe is 
woman, ſhe cannot withſtan@you. 

Rut her's, Mr. Wilmot, is not the fort 
of heart to be won flap-daſh, as a body 
inay ſay, but muſt be melted into love. I 
have not lived fo long in the world for no- 
thing; but, though I ſhould, perhaps, be 
at a loſs myſelf how to go about things, I 
know how other people ſhould work their 
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way; and beware how you diſdain my ad- 


vice, from thinking yourſelf more ver, 


becauſe you have been twice backwards and 
forwards to the Eaſt - Indies; but what of 


that? for if we was to argufy the matter, 


you would be convinced that a man might 
look up at the ſky till he could call every 
ſtar by its game, and into the deep till he 
knew all the fiſh that ſwims, without gaining 
one bit of knowledge of the ways of man- 
kind, or of womankind, which is only to be 
learned by living plump amongſt them. 
And, after all, Mr. Wilmot, what has 
your life been, but a ſcene of innocence and 
ignorance, as one may ſay; for, with all 


your Latin, and all your travelling, are you 


maſter of a ſingle trick, out of the ten thou- 
ſand Mr, Elliſon could ſhew you, all hocus- 
pocus, and neat as conjuration and old Scratch 
could make them; not you, by my truly, 


but would be juſt as far to ſeek as when 1 
caught you and your Elfrida in my arms, 


in the ſea- ſide, by our cottage. 

But what of all this? you will, I doubt 
not, aſk, and what is the woman driving at? 
why, hear me, Mr, Wilmot, I would not, 
for the globe, have you a deceiver; but I 
would have you bend your heart to my dear 
Lady's whims, till ſuch time as you can per= 
ſuade her tolive without them; and, as Mr. 
Elliſon did, for wicked purpoſes, fo far get 
the better of yourſelf, in the cauſe of honeſt 

E 4 tenderneſs, 
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tenderneſs, and the like of they, as to hide 
the lover behind the friend, and not when 
you are ſpreading the net to catch her affec- 
tions, be ſo fooliſh as to let her perceive it, 
till ſhe is fairly angled, for my head is turned 
with hearing her talk. 

As for loſing her to another, never fear 
that; not but a Lord would have had her; 
an impudent villain, for now it is out I muſt 
tell you how he ſerved us; but when you 
come back you muſt not ſet up for a fighter, 
for that wou'd make Mrs. Elliſon hate you, 
and ſhun you, inſtead of—but you may gueſs 
what J could fay.” | 

Having told Mr. Wilmot their expedi- 
tion, ſhe goes on thus : 

* And what miracle, do you think, ſaved 
us at laſt ? why, as ſure as you are alive, 
Mr. Wilmot (that is if you are alive) no- 
thing in the whole world but my telling your 
name to the n an who ſteered our great boat; 
and ſo my Lord and his wicked partner were 


thrown out, for we were taken on board a 


ſloop of war, Captain Venables, Commander, 
and ſuch a Commander, ſo handſome, and 
ſo good, and fo gentle, and fo like you, 
Mr. Wilmot; and then his attention to Mrs. 
Elliſon, and ſuch careſſing of me, for her 


ſake, that I began to think it would be the 


ſecond part to the ſame tune; but it ended in 
Captain Venables only falling in love with 
your Elfrida ; but what of that? I could 

not 
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not forbear frightening you a little; for ſo it 
proved, that he was all the time engaged, 
and has ſince married a very agreeable Lady, 
who viſits us, and makes us happy as we can 
be in your abſence. 

** But, though it was your name that was 
the great means of ſaving us, it was I, my- 
ſelf I, from the leſſons I had learned of that 
quack-doftor Elliſon, that might be ſaid to 
do the buſineſs, for, finding how matters 
went, by this Lord almoſt devouring your 
(yes, ſhe ſhall yet be your) Elfrida's hands, 
what did I? I wiſh you could have ſeen me, 
but put on the downright hypocrite, and 
ſeemed glad ſhe had got a lover, when I 
could have ſtabbed him to the heart, if I had 


| had a ſword; a lover, by my truly, for 
| ſuch a woman as Mrs. Elliſon, who, I then 
believed was alawful and fettered wife, to be 
madehis Babylonian miſtreſs, who would not 


have ſtabbed him? and ſo, as I have already 


told you, we all got ſafe on board. 


But the beſt of it is, that Madam Je- 


| zebel, my Lord's friend, as he called her, 


drew me into the party, to forward the bu- 
ſineſs, ſuppoſing me a mere ninny, and that 
it would have a better air, to. Captain and 
Mrs. Overbury, than to aſk Mrs. Elliſon to 
go alone; when, behold, if Mrs. Elliſon 
had gone without me, ſhe would either have 
died with fright or hard uſage, or lived 
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her. | 
But he has been refuſed, I tell you, 
both him and his honorable offer deſpiſed, 
and Mr. Overbury was about to throw up 
his commiſſion, ſuppoſing it came from him, 
but, finding where the obligation lay (ah! if 
ever goodneſs was upon earth, in an human 
ſtape, I think thoſe who know you need 


not go far to ſeek it) he now enjoys it, and 


calls you his own boy, when Mrs. Elliſon 
is not preſent, for they are all alike, and feel 
ſo nicely, as they cali it, for one another, 
that what 1s thought wrong for one to hear, 
is judged unfit for that to ſpeak, except in 
private, but your ſafe return will bring them 
all to their ſenſes, azd fo prays your poor 
Hannah Jenkins. 


© But hold, J muſt not conclude without 
ſending my beſt love to little Frederic, and 
telling you how fine a girl Ella grows, who 
is taught to call the Captain and his wife 
father and mother, and ſuch, in good truth, 
they have been to her, and Mrs. Elliſon ſiſ- 
ter; and ſhe is ſo good, and takes her learn- 
ing ſo well, and remembers you with ſuch 
gratitude that ſhe deſerves it all; and ſo no 
more at preſent, only wiſhing you a ſpeedy 
and a happy return, (you underſtand me) I 
remain your's to command till death, &c. &c. 


A DIS- 
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A DISAPPOINTMENT. 


But, moſt unluckily, after all Hannah's 
care and toll, Wilmot never got the letter, 
for the ſhip it was ſent by foundered in 1ts 
paſſage. 

Hannah told the days firſt, and next the 
hours, when the fleet was expected, and, pro- 
miſing a ſailor an handſome reward if he 
would let her know of its arrival, or any 
ſingle ſhip from India, ſhe enſured his dili- 
gence and punctuality. 

But as croſs accidents were no unfrequent 
things at Mr. Overbury's houſe, when the 
fellow, breathleſs with expedition, came to 
tell her that ſeveral ſhips had been ſeen off 
the Scilly Iſlands, and were on their way 
to Portſmouth, who ſhould he meet with, 


| inſteadof his employer, but the Captain, who | 


received his news with pleaſure, and with 


pleaſure fulfilled Hannah's pecuniary engage- 


ment, and not doubting but it was her in- 
tention to run to the world's end, to welcome 
her favorite, reſolved to keep watch and 
ward to give himſelf the chance of a firſt 
interview with him, that the great change 
in bis daughter's life, might leſs ſuddenly 
unfold itſelf upon his knowledge, than by 
her wild and extravagant report. 1 
n 
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In a word, Captain Overbury wiſhed Mr. 

Wilmot to ſolicit his Elfrida's hand, but 
wiſhed his ſolicitation the dictates of his own 
heart, not the impulſe of any generous ſen- 
timents, Hannah's ſtrange mode of ſtating 
facts might awaken in his breaſt. | 
The Captain finding, upon enquiry, that 
if Wilmot was alive, and a paſſenger in the 
then approaching fleet, he would ſoon ar- 
rive, was attentive to every footſtep, and, 
under pretence of fearing ſome repeated out- 
rage from Lord S-—, gave orders that no 
one ſhould open the door, after the evening 
ſet in, but himſelf. 
The period of expectation always appears 
tedious ; no letters, no Wilmot—the Captain 
was terrified —** Can he be dead ? ſaid he, 
* forbid it Heaven; he is the ſon of my 
deareſt hopes, and, I truſt, he will not be, 
a ſecond time, the fon of my regret.” The 
reader may therefore judge, from this ſtate 
of anxiety, with what joy, as they were ſit- 
ting chatting over their unremoved tea-table, 
he ſaw him paſs by the window, with the 
little Frederic in his hand. 

A letter from Mr. Overbury, which had 
reached Wilmot at Bengal, had told him the 
ſtory of their change of ſituation, and he 
had, accordingly, come ſtrait from Spithead 
to their door, which Mr. Overbury opening, 
before he could rap, caught him in his arms, 
ſay ing“ This, this is happineſs; to behold you 

thus 
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thus ſafe returned, my Wilmot, is happineſs 
unſpeakable; but, having taken care, by dint 
of ſtratagem, to be the firſt to embrace you, 


we will ſurprize the Ladies as little as pot- 


ſible.” 

Frederic flew to Mrs Overbury and kif- 
ſed her twenty times, whilſt Elfrida ſhook 
hands with Wilmot, and congratulated him, 
with unuſual eaſe, upon his return. 

The boy then ſnatched a kiſs, en paſſant, 
from his ſiſter, and threw his arms round 
Mrs. Elliſon's neck, who was much pleaſed 
with his affectionate attention to her; Mrs. 
Overbury called the moment a bleſſed one, 
that reſtored her to the friend of her heart; 
and Mrs. Jenkins, hearing a great buſtle, 
ſuſpected the cauſe, ſoon entered the parlor, 


With a Pray, Sir, to Mr. Overbury, did you 


not call? and partook of the general ſatis- 
faction. 

The Captain, however, apprehenſive leſt 
Hannah's delight ſhould break forth into 
indiſcreet obſervations, called her aſide, and 
deſiring her to provide a little ſmart ſupper 
for her old acquaintance, kept her in full 
employment, for ſhe had to market as well 
as to dreſs what ſhe purchaſed, ſo that all was 
ſecure 1n that quarter. 

Wilmot, who conceived Elfrida was the 
ſame ſacred character he had left her, was 
glad to find that time and reſolution enabled 
him to behold her with leſs diſcompoſure 

than 
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than formerly; but, to bis great ſurprize, 
ſhe introduced a retroſpect of their infant in- 
tercourſe, ſtiled him her brother and her 
friend, and concluded many little recollected 
particulars, with“ You muſt recollect, Sir, 
when—"” 

Wilmot, not lowing the queſtion ſhe 
might call, and, dreading left it ſhould de- 
prive him of his unaccuſtomed firmnels, 
turned abruptly from her to Mrs. Overbury 
and ſaid, © Have you, my dear Madam, 
heard from America?“ 

* Yes,” replied the Captain, about ten 
months ago, for the laſt time.” 

* How, Sir!” the laſt time,” ſaid Wil- 
mot?“ 

For the laſt time, 


59 


repeated Mr. Over- 


bury, ** for our ſon Elliſon is now no 


more.” 


They were fitting by fire-light, the Cap- 


tain having purpoſely forbid candles to be 


brought in till ſupper. | 

Wilmot took Mrs. Overbury's hand, ſhe 
Perceived he was cold as death and trembled, 
ſhe therefore defired Elfrida to make Han- 
nah a viſit, and ſee how the ſupper went on; 
for, my dear, ſaid ſhe, we ſhall be the ſuf- 
ferers for whatever miſtakes her honeſt rap- 
tures may occaſion her to commit ; the chil- 
dren will attend you. 

They both hung about her .with tender- 
neſs, and Mrs. Elliſon withdrew with them, 
though 


op 
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though not without a ſecret preſentiment of 
her mother's motive of conduct. 

* You are ill, my beloved Wilmot,” ſaid 
Mrs. Overbury. 


I was almoſt deprived of my ſenſes,” 


{ ſaid Wilmot, © but I am now better; it 


was the laſt intelligence I could have ex- 
pected to receive.“ 

The Captain brought him a glaſs of cor- 
dial, in which Wilmot drank Elfrida's 
health; and O tell me,” ſaid he, for 
this night ſhall decide my deſtiny, have I 
your friendſhip, Sir? your affection, Ma- 
dam, as heretofore? and may I hope, if 
your Elfrida ſhould prove propitious, you 
will accept me for your ſon?” _ 

* With the warmeſt approbation,” ſaid 
the Captain, and you know you are ſure 
of my wife; but let not Elfrida diſcover the 
good underſtanding between us, it will be 
time enough for us to appear in the buſi- 
neſs, when we are applied to, and her con- 
ſent authorizes us to declare our previous 
election.“ 

A young girl was now ſent in by Mrs. 
Elliſon to lay the cloth, ſhe had avoided 
Hannah to the laſt poſſible moment, for fear 
ſhe ſhould ſay ſtrange things to her; but 
Hannah was profoundly filent, though on 
the tip-toe of delight, and only by nods and 
winks conveyed her feelings, 


Supper 
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Supper and Mrs. Elliſon entered together; 
and now Wilmot indulged himſelf with oc- 


caſional views of a face he ſo much loved, 


and had the pleaſure to obſerve, that the lines 
of diſtreſs which had cut him to the heart, 
before he went to India, were ſoftened into 
lines of tranquillity. 

“ You aſk me not, Madam,” ſaid he 
to Elfrida, ** how I have improved the ven- 
ture with which you honored me.” 

** Elfrida,” ſaid the Captain, ſmiling, 
* this is a private truſt, I perceive, which 
this Gentleman has ſo little gallantry as to 
mention in full aſſembly.“ 

Mrs. Elliſon related the means by which 
ſhe obtained the ſum of money thus em- 
ployed, as alſo the ninety pounds ſhe had 
reſerved for family exigencies. What ſuc- 
ceeded this ſtep, ſpeaks itſelf, and I ſhall on- 
ly add,” ſaid ſhe, ©* that I never yet, in a 
ſingle inſtance, was deceived in my good 
opinion of Mr. Wiimot.” 

Wilmot looked around him with an air 
of ſelf- ſatisfaction, which ſeemed to call up- 
on his friends to enjoy the compliment. that 
gave it birth. 

Come, ſaid the Captain, let us hear, 
Wilmot, how you have acquitted yourſelf.” 

This evening,” replied Wilmot, © Iam 
a happy viſitor only, to-morrow if you 
pleaſe, ſhall be devoted to buſineſs.” 


He 
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He extolled Frederic's good behavior, and 
affirmed, that if he continued throughout life 
as he had begun, he would make a ſhining 
figure, and Elfrida ſpoke as highly ef Ella; 
. She has both a docility and a gratitude in 
her nature,” ſaid ſhe, ** that bids fair for ren- 
dering her a very amiable woraan.” 

This was ſo happy an evening, that no one 
ſeemed to remember the neceſſity of its ter- 
mination; and Hannah was ſo clever, as to 
find out where they had ſent to engage lodg- 
ings, by a queſtion or two ſhe put to Frede- 
ric, in the ſhort time he was in the kitchen 
with Elfrida, and ſhe went to bed with the 
reſolution of paying them an early viſit in the 
morning. 

The morning came, and away ſhe poſted 
to enquire if her letter had been received, 

and of fifty other, to her moſt intereſting 
matters. 
* You do not ſeem half ſo much re- 


joiced,” ſaid ſhe, ** as I expected, to hear of 


Elliſon's death; ſurely, ſurely, Mr, Wilmot, 
though you are a man, you can never be ſo 
unconſtant in your nature, as to love my 
young miſtreſs leſs becauſe all impediments 
are removed. | | 

< 1 fear, Mrs. Jenkins,” ſaid Wilmot, 
«© Mrs. Elliſon, though ſet at liberty, by the 
death of her huſband, will not be fo cally 
won as you may imagine.“ 


imagine!“ 
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** imagine!“ ſaid Hannah, ** believe 
me, I imagine nothing, but fine quality 
foolery between you, inſtead of ſaying to 
each other, which I nevertheleſs believe to 
be the caſe, my love 1s as great as ever, and 
ſo let us marry and live happily.” 

* Ah, if it only reſted with me,“ ſaid 
Wilmot. 

Who does it reſt with?” ſaid Hannah, 
* Do you expect your Elfrida to court you, 
as ſhe did in Arcadia, when ſhe thought 
there was nothing beyond ſpeaking the truth, 
and having a good conſcience? I have no 
patience with you; but, ſince I ſee you fo 
backward, this 1s the laſt trouble I will give 
myſelf in the affair,” 
My dear Mrs. Jenkins,” ſaid Wilmot, 

* can you be ſerious? Dare even you, your- 
gel, touch upon this point to Elfrida? for, 
does ſhe not awe us all into filence ?” 

“ tell you what, Mr. Wilmot,” ſaid 
Hannah, too much ſenſe is quite as great 
a misfortune as too little; for, as the fool 
cannot diſcern what is good for him, ſo 
your wiſe people overlook it, and are always 
forward to ſhake hands with unneceſſary diſ- 
appointment.” 

Mr. Wilmot gave Hannah fix ſilk band- 
kerchiefs, two gowns, and a pound of tea, 
and ſhe left him, at length, with tears in her 
eyes; © For, in ſhort,” ſaid ſhe, © I am 
afraid you are too worthy to be happy, A5 
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there muſt be ſomething wrong in every 
body's life, and, as you have no faults, you 
muſt, I ſuſpect, have misfortunes.” 

Wilmot was at Captain Overbury's to 
breakfaſt, and was ſoon followed by a cargo 
of boxes, filled with Eaſtern productions, 

* If you make many voyages,” ſaid El- 
frida, and remember us as you have now 
done, you will give our habitation the ap- 
pearance of an Indian palace.” 

Wilmot looked earneſtly at her for a mo- 
ment, in ſilence. ** There is but one event,” 
ſaid he, that can occaſion me another voy- 
age, but that would be a deciſive one, for 1 
would never ſee England more.” 

Mrs. Elliſon's heart was not unconſcious 
of his meaning; ſhe wiſhed to come to an 
explanation with him, and ſet her ſentiments 
before him, that her words and manners 
might be wholly unfettered ; ſhe had, there- 
fore, received him with the chearful warmth 
of friendſhip, which, ſhe conceived, would 
teſtify for her, that ſhe had no expeCtation of 
his addreſſing her as a lover, and hoped to 
find him uninfluenced by every ſuch motive 
of conduct towards her. 

I believe, Wilmot,” ſaid ſhe, © F muſt 
take upon me to regulate your Arcadian no- 
tions; I fancy you have not, altogether, out- 
lived the prejudices you there 1mbibed ; the 
pleaſures of our infancy, I grant you, were 
abundant, but can never be renovated, and 

we 
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we muſt adopt ſuch as are ſuited to the ma.. 
turity we have attained, the viciſitudes 1 
have known, and my preſent—” 

* If, Elfrida,” ſaid Wilmot, © you can 
change the texture of my ſoul, you may make 
ſomething of me, but whilſt 1 poſſeſs this 
conſciouſneſs, which recalls the paſt, 1s 
touched by the preſent, and intereſted by the 
future, I muſt aſpire to the honor and hap- 

ineſs of calling you mine.” 

© Wilmot,” ſaid Mrs. Elliſon, © fit down, 
and let me diſcuſs the point with you. That 
you was the firſt object of my affe ctionate at- 
tachment, I neither can, nor wiſh to deny; 
you, nevertheleſs, like my dear father and 
mother, I muſt apprehend, miſconſtrued my 
diſinclination to become Mr. Elliſon's wife, 
for, beſides objections founded in girliſh er- 
ror, it was the breaking up of our innocent 
affections, that wounded me deepeſt.“ 

Had Mr. Elliſon died before I was his, 
you ſhall judge of my ſincerity by my inge- 
nuouſneſs, I believe I ſhould with the ap- 
Probation of my relations, have readily con- 
ſented to unite my fate with yours; but my 
mind has, ſince that time, been greatly de- 
ranged; the ſorrows of a diſtreſſed wife, the 
ſerious character of a widow ; and, of ſecond 
marriages, I cannot approve. 

„That my heart was not yours, in the 
way you imagined, is evident, by the cer- 
tainty, that had any other man been pro- 
poled, 
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poſed, except Mr. Elliſon, as my father and 
mother's choice, I ſhould, with little or no 
| reluftance, have married him; any other 
man, Sir, in the meridian heighth of my 
friendſhip for you, who had not appeared to 
me in the formidable light of your enemy.” 


My lovely, and ever-beloved Elfrida,” 


ſaid Wilmot, can idle opinions influence 
a woman of your found underſtanding ? 
were your affections unattainable, without 
| wounding your peace, | would be before- 
hand with your requeſt to deſiſt my impor- 
tunity; but, pardon me, if I preſume to 
| ſay, while I can entertain a hope, that ex- 
| cept your change of name, our friendſhip 
| would be unchanged, by permitting me 
publicly to live for you, to live to promote 
| your felicity upon every poſſible occaſion, 
and enjoy the ſunſhine of your approbation, 
| the incentive, as well as the reward, of all 
my cares; I can never ceaſe importuning 
| you until you prove propitious; and O, my 
| deareſt Madam, if you would not have me 


believe all you have profeſſed for me an illu- 


ſion, if you would not plunge me a ſecond 
time into deſpair, unleſs you can affirm you 


have an unconquerable repugnanee to bleſ- 
ſing me with your hand, indeed, indeed, 
Elfrida, you muſt not refuſe me; your fa- 
ther and mother are already won to my in- 
tereſt, and not only call me, but have the 
goodneſs to acknowledge, they ſhall rejoice 

to 
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to receive me for their ſon; diſappoint not 
then their high-raiſed hopes of happineſs, 
from ſeeing us united; but conſent with 
that grace which marks all your a&tions.— 
Speak, my Elfrida, ſpeak,.for you are the 
arbitreſs of my deſtiny.” 


* 


AN ENQUIRY. 


Elfrida complained of Wilmot's im- 
portunity. © It is ſo long,” ſaid ſhe, 
** ſince we were together, that ſome time, 
at leaſt, muſt he granted, for the proper 
gradations of the particular intimacy you 
ſolicit; it is impoſſible to have ſo elaſtic a 
turn of mind, as to loſe and receive impreſ- 
ſions with ſuch rapidity; for, though I will 
not ſay I lament Mr. Elliſon's death, I can, 
with truth affirm, I have felt for his mis- 
fortunes, even the misfortune that drove him 
from England, which you, yourſelf, taught 
me to revere; allow me, therefore, to enjoy 
your friendſhip, as uſual, a few months 
longer, before I am required to think of a 
change of condition, which I ſhall never 
heartily approve.” 

** The good Queen of Ithaca,” ſaid Wil- 
mot, © when fineſſing with her ſuitors, made 
a reſpectable figure. Ulyſſes was the huſ- 
band of her tendereſt affection, her firſt and 
only choice; and the men with whom ſhe 

Was 
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was ſurrounded, the ſons of ambition, who, 
aſpiring to poſſeſs her throne and kingdom, 
were become ſo many candidates for her 
hand. She had, moreover, anxieties of a pe- 
culiar nature upon her heart; the death of 
her beloved and abſent Lord, was the in- 
ference of conſequences, not the poſitive aſ- 
ſertion of one individual, But what ſhall 
we ſay in my Elfrida's ſituation, for thus 


| trifling with her honeſt Wilmot ?” 


I was never,” ſaid Elfrida, © ſuperſti- 


tious, in a ſingle inſtance, nor can I now 
account for my feelings, but I have miſ- 
givings upon my ſpirits that ſhock me; I 
doubt not Captain Venables' report, and yet, 
methinks, when a woman has the courage 


to enter into a ſecond marriage, ſhe ought 


| to be well aſſured of the deceaſe of her firſt 
| huſband.” 


*© Shall I make a voyage to the Weſt, in- 


| ſtead of the Eaſt-Indies? I will, believe 
| me,” ſaid Wilmot, © with pleaſure, if you 
only promiſe to be mine at my return; nay 
more, Elfrida, my inveſtigations ſhall be 
| purſued with the fame avidity, to free your 

breaſt from every poſſibility of alarm, as if 


the completion oß my wiſhes ultimately and 
unconditionally depended upon my coming 
at the truth; for you know you may truſt 
your happineſs, as ſecurely as your honor, 
in my hands. But, to teize you no longer 


upon the duch, beg leave, once for all, 
to 
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to declare, that nothing, but the title of your 
huſband, ſhall fix my reſidence in my native 
country, or ever allure me to re-vilit it.” 

I was born,“ ſaid Elfrida— 

* Not, my beloved woman,” replied 
Wilmot, ** to have your peace the unending 
prey of painful ſolicitation ; for, tell me, my 
Elfrida, that my ſolicitations are painful to 
you, and Iwill never more repeat them.“ He 
pauſed, and Mrs Ellifon was filent. 

** But are you aware, my dear Madam,” 
ſaid he © of the conſtruction which your 
ſilence admits of, and the certain reſult of 
that conſtruction, for I will never ceaſe, up- 


on that dear encouragement, to ſolicit you 


until you prove Propitious.” 

5 proteſt,” ſaid Mrs. Elliſon, “ you are 
not my Wilmot, the gentle, the generous, 
and the good, but quite a man of the world, 
capable of laying traps for approbation, and 
bearing down all before you by implied ſuc- 
* ceſs. I would appeal to my father and mo- 
ther, but that you have taken care to ſecure 
their voice and intereſt; I, however, . inſiſt 
upon it, you ſay no more upon the ſubject, 
for here comes my father.” 

* Tete-a tete,” ſaid the Captain, looking 
archly, I find I am come ſomewhat mal- 
a-propos.” 

„By no means, my dear Sir,” replied 
Wilmox, for my ſuit is not only unproſper- 


ous, but ſo unpromiſing many bave juſt re- 
ceived 
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ceived a command to forego the proſecution 
. 

*« Our Elfrida,” ſaid the Captain, “ has 
purchaſed a right of deciding for herſelf, at 
too high a price, for me ever again to in- 
terfere; but it now appears to me, ſo per- 
fectly you are formed for each other, in 
temper, taſte, and ſentiments, that by op- 
poſing your union, I have been guilty of an 
oppoſition to the willof Heaven; I muſt look 
upon it that my Elfrida wars againſt her deſ- 
tiny, if ſne refuſes you; her mother's hap- 
pineſs, and the joy of my exiſtence, would 
be promoted by her concurrence with our 
wiſhes; but there is ſtill a higher point to be 
attended to, which we will never loſe ſight 
of, and that is my child's own felicity, and 
ſhe is, to all intents and purpoſes, the 
beſt judge of what will wound or advance 
tt: | 

Elfrida was ſtruck. *©** Are you not too 
ſerious, my dear Sir,” ſaid ſhe, for the 
occaſion; Mr, Wilmot's friendſhip is a ſource 
of heart-felt ſatisfaction to us all, and my 
refuſal or acceptance of him, as a huſband, 
ſuch is the good opinion I entertain of him, 
will not have power either to augment or 
diminiſh it.” OE 

** Ungenerous Elfrida,” ſaid the Captain, 
to be content with a ſituation that is not 
reciprocally happy. Wilmot perſuades him- 
ſelf that our roof alone can give him repoſe, 
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and, therefore, petitions that indulgence, 
whilſt you, with an equal degree of friend- 
ſhip, as you fancy, deny him what he con- 
ceives his greateſt good, without one ad- 
vantage or accommodation to yourſelf, but, 
if I have heard your worſt objections,” 
continued the Captain, “to a change of 
condition, I think Wilmot need not de- 
ſpair.” \ 
Elfrida ſhook her head, ſmiled, and re- 
tired. : 

Hannah, having been told that Mrs. El- 
lifon and Mr, Wilmot had been above half 
an hour alone together in the beſt parlor, 
and, naturally enough concluding, from 
theirlong knowledge of each other, that few 
words (to borrow her language) when once 
they came to enter upon the great queſtion, 
would ſettle the bargain, ran full ſpeed after 
her, into her apartment, with, Well, 
Madam, and may I aſk, without offence, 
when it is to be?” 

Elfrida was angry, for ſhe thought her 
father ſuſpected her of affectation, a vice ſhe 
particularly abhorred, when ſhe had actually 
ſpoken what her mind dictated, towards 
Wilmot, and wiſhed to have been believed; 
this addreſs of Hannah's, therefore, jarred 
in a very unpleaſing manner, on her ear, and 
ſhe coldly replied, ſhe was not diſpoſed to 
anſwer ſuch extraordinary queſtions, and 
begged to be alone. 


Hannah, 
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Hannah, having never met with any 
thing of the kind before, was thunderſtruck 
at this ſevere rebuke; and, like a mortified 
and diſappointed child, could not bear it, 
but, turning from Elfrida, to conceal her 
diſtreſs and chagrin, ſhe reſolved to retire, 
where ſhe could weep without interrup- 
„ | 

But Elfrida's good-nature was alarmed, 
by the little ſhe perceived of the concern, 
which her reply had excited, and calling 
her back, Forgive me, my dear Mrs. 
Jenkins,” ſaid ſhe, © I have treated you ill; 
but you are all in a combination againſt me, 
and I feel myſelf too weak to oppoſe you 


but, remember, my long-tried friend, my 


mind tells me this ſecond marriage will be 
more. fatal than the firſt; and thence my 
chief reluctance, a reluctance which I cannot 
conquer.” 

« Aye, Madam,” ſaid Hannah, “ how 
we all meet at laſt, even in this world, the 
high, the low, the rich, the poor, the 
learned and the ignorant, have all ſome un- 
accountable weakneſs, as, begging your 
pardon, I will prove to you, for why ? you 
wonder I am afraid of ghoſts, though ] tell 
you, over and over, it is my nature ſo to 
be, and there is an end of the inatter ; 
and I wonder to ſee you, who are ſo wiſe, 
and ſo pious, ſtarti:ig at jack-a-lantherns, 
and ſhimſham ſhadows of your own making; 
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though, now I conſider of it, theſe things 
are real, for one is lightne/s and the other 
darkneſs, whereas your notions have no 
earthly. foundation whatever.” 

Mrs. Elliſon went down to dinner, and 
found only grave faces, for the Captain was 
concerned, Mrs. Overbury grieved, and 
Wilmot in deſpair at her behavior, though 
they had ſettled it not to diſturb her with 
their feelings; to theſe touching looks was 
ſuperadded a melancholy filence, which ſo 
much diſtreſſed her, that, to their general 
ſurprize, ſhe burſt into tears. 
elf Mr. Elliſon,” ſaid ſhe, ©* had ex- 

ired in England, moſt chearfully would 1 
nile waved my diſinclination for marrying 
a ſecond time, to have made you all happy ; 
but 1t is a very ſolemn buſineſs to me, and 
I ſhould die with ſelf-reproach, if, upon the 
ſingleteſtimony of Captain Venables, reſpect- 
able as I acknowledge it 1s, I was to be- 
come Mr. Wilmot's wife, and afterwards 
diſcover Mr. Elliſon was alive.“ 

* Sacred,” cried Wilmot, © be your de- 
licate apprehenſions; I will not, from this 
inſtant, preſs you farther, until we have 
written letters to, and received anſwers from, 
America.” 

This hand then,” ſaid Elfrida, holding 
it out to Wilmot, © if Mr. Elliſon's death is 
confirmed, ſhall be your's.” 
| Wilmot 
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Wilmot kiſſed it, and repeated his aſ- 
ſurances to wait, not only uncomplaining, 
but with chearfulneſs, for every certainty 
that ought or could be obtained. 

Now,“ ſaid ſhe, wiping away her tears, 
and reſuming her accuſtomed complacency, 
„now you are, once again, my own good 
and kind Wilmot.” 

If ever there was a heaven upon earth, it 
was, during the four months ſucceeding 
this agreement between Wilmot and Elfrida, 
in Captain Oyerbugy's family; his daugh- 
ter recovered Her kgalth and bloom, and her 
lover's heart ws frge from every anxiety ; 
for, though CaptaiggVenables' unſupported 
teſtimony was not {Mhctent to ſatisfy Elfrida, 
Wilmot was clear, from circumſtances, that 
the ſteps which they had purſued, would 
bring them a full and perfect confirmation 
of his report. 

Frederic was ſo much delighted with a 
ſea-life, that he now beſought Captain Over- 
bury, ſince Mr. Wilmot had given up every 
idea of returning to India, to apply for a 
proper ſituation for him, and conſent to his 
return without him. © I love my friends 
much too well,“ ſaid the ſenſible and grate- 
ful boy, to ſeparate myſelf wholly from 
them, but, in the Company's ſervice, I 
ſhould have it in my power, alternately, to 
gratify my inclination for voyaging, and 


my deſire to re- viſit them; and who knows, 
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my Captain, but you will live to ſee your 
little friendleſs favorite, for ſo J ſhall never 
forget I was, till Mr. Wilmot and you took 
me under your protection, who knows but 
you may hve to ſee him Commander of an 
Indiaman ?”. 

Captain Overbury, though he exerted his 
utmoſt eloquence to diſſuade, would not 
preſume to control him, and he was again 
fitted out for the Faſt; the parting was a 
tender ſcene; but, ſaid Frederic, our meet- 
ing, when you hear how well J have be- 
haved, and how rich I am likely to become, 
will make amends for all, and Ella ſhall find 


| The has a brother.” 


Wilmot now told Mr. Overbury of his 
purchaſing the Grange, and its environs ; 
* I, Sir,” ſaid he, © have my preſenti- 
ments, as well as our Elfrida, with this dif- 
ference, indeed, that her's are all of a diſ- 
treſſing, mine of a flattering complexion ; 
for I cannot help thinking that the vicinity 
of the houſe to Cluwyd-park, once our Ar- 
cadia, will ſooner or later, bring Mrs. 
Overbury back to her fortune. I have only 
this day, however, continued he, compleated 
its redemption; for my firſt voyage, though 
a ſucceſsful one, did not enable me to poſſeſs 
it unmortgaged, but it is now abſolutely 
mine; and can we not, my dear Sir, con- 
trive, by obtaining you leave of abſence, 
for us all to make a little tour, for I fans 

ave 
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have your advice in my intended improve- 
ment.” 

* It would, I acknowledge,” ſaid the 
Captain, be ſoothing, but I do not ſee how 
it is practicable.” 

% We want only your conſent, Sir,” re- 
turned Wilmot, © and the approbation of 
theſe good Ladies, for I am certain I have 
ſufficient intereſt to procure you the indul- 
gence. | 

Jam not a rich man, Elfrida,” ſaid 
Wilmot, © but I do not fee] myſelf in- 
clined to break hands with happineſs, and 
run into danger, only to puſh beyond a com- 
fortable competence. We will be farmers, 
Sir, and improve every acre we poſſeſs, and 
ſeven thouſand pounds, ſo improved, will 
afford an ample competence; nor, indeed, 
is that all my expectancy, though it 1s the 
whole of my poſſeſſions, for many large 
ſums, which, but for my exertions would 
have been loſt in India, will now be paid 
me, upon their tranſmittance here, having 
brought their remittance into ſome other 
train.” | 

But, Elfrida,” ſaid he, after a ſhort 
ſilence, why do you not draw upon me for 
the returns of your venture ?” 

** I do not, Sir,” replied ſhe, © want mo- 
ney at preſent.” 

« And, therefore,” ſaid the Captain, 
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e chooſes to leave her property in your | hands, 
Wilmot, to prevent future transfers.” 

*© But you may wiſh to hear its amount,” 
ſaid Wilmot, “ if it even is your intention, 
Elfrida, to make me premature maſter of 
it -- 

will haye nothing to do with either of 
you,” ſaid ſhe, agreeably, © for you will 
read my meaning as you pleaſe, and ſeem to 
make a point of encouraging each other to 
miſtake both my words and actions.“ 

Hannah, whoſe heart and ſoul were ſet 
upon ſeeing Elfrida Mrs. Wilmot, thought 


all theſe delays very ridiculous, and would 


frequently fall into fits of the pouts, when 
they would not get a word out of her; and, 

each day, would let her vexation diſcharge i it- 
ſelf with abundant volubility upon Wilmot, 
as it was, ſhe inſiſted upon it, all his fault, for 
humoring her miſtreſs, as he did, in her far- 
fetched whims and fancies, while ſhe was the 
laughing-ſtock of the family, for only ſup- 
poſing the dead could pay a viſit to the liv- 
ing ; nor ſhould ſhe wonder if he loſt her at 
laſt, upon the good, old, and true proverb, 
that faint heart never won fair Lady. 


A REVOLUTION. 


The long- expected packet from America 
at length arrived, and Wilmot's conjectures 
| were 
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were found to be juſt, Mr. Elliſon's Cap- 
tain bore teſtimony to his being cut off, as 
Venables had affirmed, and encloſed the re- 
turns, where his name was inſerted in the 
Naughter liſt. 

Elfrida was called upon by Wilmot for 
the performance of her promiſe, and, like a 
woman of honor, met him a few mornings 
after, attended by Hannah, the only female, 
beſides herſelf, of the party, and was, with 
equal pleaſure and privacy, given, by her 
father, to her moſt worthy lover; and the 
whole family immediately ſet off for the 
Grange. 

Arcadia-houſe was unoccupied, and the 
park and gardens kept in very indifferent 
order; but to Wilmot and Elfrida it was, 
nevertheleſs, Arcadia; they traverſed every 
footſtep of their former habitation and, lived 


| over their infancy, a ſecond time, in recol- 


lected delights. 

Hannah wept at the ſight of the lodge. 
*© Poor Richard,“ ſaid ſhe, © he was both 
a very honeſt, and a very good-natured fel- 
low, and I am not ſo unnatural as to forget 
I was once his beloved wife.” 

A little plain tablet of white marble was 
put up in the church, inſcribed, 

To the memory of Frederic Elliſon, Eſq. 

By bis father-in-law, Captain Overbury. 
mentioning where, when, and how he 


died. 
F 5 If 
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If happineſs, az Wilmot would ſome- 
times ſay, was greatly in arrears to this fa- 
mily, they were now repaid both intereſt 
and principal. Two beautiful boys and a 
girl were added to this affectionate circle, 
and Elfrida never ſhone more fair than in the 
maternal character ; in a word, ſhe was one 
of the kindeſt daughters, without forgetting 
ſhe was a wife; one of the moſt compani- 
able wives, without forgetting ſhe was a 
mother; and one of the tendereſt of mothers, 
without a breachof the domeſtic, the ſocial, 
the friendly, or even the elegant duties of 
the individual; for it was no leſs a pleaſure 
than it was an honor to her heart, to call 
forth all the powers which nature had given 
her into action; ſhe would, therefore, amuſe, 
regulate, com paſſionate, inſtruct, ſerve and 
ſympathize, by the moſt rapid and eaſy 
tranſitions imaginable ; for what are com- 
monly called the cares of a family, were to 
her only ſo many ſources of animation; 
nor were her acquaintances certain whether 
the virtues of her mind, or the graces of her 
perſon, were moſt ſtriking ; and yet this al- 
moſt divine woman would repeatedly aſſert, 
that the ſole merit of her temper and con- 
duct, conſiſted in knowing when. ſhe was 
pleaſed, and being grateful to Heaven and 
her friends, for the abundant happineſs ſhe 
enjoyed. 

Mr, 
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Mr. Cluwyd, ſinking under the united 
weight of diſappointment and age, was, at 
this juncture, ſuddenly conveyed to the 
manſion of his anceſtors, to end his days, 
he told his ſervants, where they began. 

The Captain, who, by the indulgence of 


his Colonel, reſided chiefly at the Grange, 


only making occaſional trips to Portſmouth, 
was diſtreſſed how to introduce himſelf ; 
but, unconſcious of blame, having married, 
though not loved, Miſs Cluwyd, at her 
father's actual requeſt, he was reſolved to 


make him a viſit; ©* As a neighbor,” ſays 


he, I owe him the compliment of wait- 
ing upon him, and it may not hereafter be 
"5d to him to know me for his 

— 2 
Captain Overbury preſented himſelf at 
Cluwyd- park, told the old Gentleman their 
vicinity, and aſked his acquieſcence, in the 
name of his family, he ſaid, for his fireſide 
might not, to a man of ſenſibility, prove 
either an unintereſting, or an unentertaining 
ſcene. | 

Mr. Cluwyd ſtarted. © The word family,” 
replied he, © always electrifies me, by the 
cruel recollection of what I once poſſeſſed. 
I ſhould accept your kind overture with 
thankfulneſs, but that I muſt fear you and 
your happy relations, could ill bear to have 
your tranquillity diſturbed, by the ynavail- 


ing 
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ing lamentations of a poor old man, who 1s 
become a ſeparate link of the great chain.“ 

The Captain was ſo ſurprized he could 
not anſwer him. 

„ had,” reſumed Mr. Cluwyd, after a 
deep figh, ©* a daughter, beautiful as day, 
and mild as evening; ſhe was my houſe- 
keeper, my companion, my friend; I was 
not content, for I will not palliate my 
own conduct, nor knew I the value of 
my bleſſed ſituation, until I had thrown my- 
ſelf out of it for ever. 

* I married a young and worthleſs wo- 
man, who deceived me in the firſt inſtance, 
into the unnatural act of abandoning my 
children, for my daughter was united to one 
of the beſt of beings, and by a thouſand arts, 
I am now convinced, contrived to keep 
them at a diſtance; for the girl was too ſoft- 
tempered, and her huſband too liberal- 
minded, to be capable of inſulting her, or 
deſpiſing me, as ſhe procured witneſſes to 
teſtify in the ſtrongeſt terms.” | 

The Captain could not conceal the emo- 
tion this declaration gave him, but Mr, 
Cluwyd taking it for honeſt indignation on- 
ly, at the treatment he had received, he felt 
himſelf obliged, and proceeded. 

In this very houſe, Sir,” ſaid he, where 
Jam come to breathe my laſt, was I ſaved 
from the hands of ruffians,by this amiable 
Overbury and in his worthy arms I might 


have 
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have died, if I had not ceafed to deſerve 
that ſoothing exit, by my cruelty and in- 
juſtice towards him; for whole years did I 
forget his goodneſs and his generoſity, in the 
faſcinations of a woman, who would have 
robbed me of my laſt ſhilling, if 1 had not 
detected her, and obliged her to fly with her 
wicked paramour; and here am I, Sir, a 
ſtriking mark of the divine puniſhment, 
in my ſecond infancy, without one tender 
friend, or endearing relation in the world; 
but I will advertiſe for my children, fo ſoon 
as Jam able to tell them, in my own lan- 
guage, and with my own pen, how much 
my heart is theirs, both by paternal penitence, 
and paternal ſenſations.“ | 

Do you think,” ſaid the Captain, © a 
this diſtance of time, you could recollect 
the features of the young man you men- 
tion?“ 

* What, of my Overbury, my chearful, 
my brave, my affectionate Overbury? I 
fear I could not know him; I have him in 
my mind's eye at this very moment ; but it 
is in the bloom of health and hope, and what 


changes the diſappointments I heaped on his 


head may have cauſed in him, it is im- 
Mble I ſhould conceive, or be prepared 

or.” | 

I am reckoned like him,” replied the 

Captain (Mr. Cluwyd looked ſurprized) 


“and ſhould be happy, if you will give me 
leave, 
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leave, by my friendly attentions to you, to 
ſupply bis loſs.“ 

*© It is Overbury's heart that ſpeaks,” ſaid 
Mr. Cluwyd, © though I do not diſcover 
his perſon, Can it be! O no—You can 
never be my beloved Overbury.” 

Let the tide of joy, my dear Sir,” ſaid 
the Captain, flow gently in upon your feel- 
ings; your frame is too weak to ſuſtain its 
violence, and behold in me the Overbury 
you ſo kindly lament, the ſon that never 
ceaſed to revere you, though unable to force 
his way through the guards by which you 
were ſurrounded.“ 

The old man wept aloud. 8 

Come near me,” ſaid he, that in the 
words of the Patriarch, which will beſt ex- 

reſs my wiſhes, my ſoul may bleſs you be- 
Fe J die.” 

The Captain was deeply affected. 

I dare not aſk,” ſaid Mr. Cluwyd, 
having ſtrained his Overbury to his boſom, 
* I dare not aſk if I have till a daugh- 
ML. 
Fortify your ſpirits, Sir,” ſaid the Cap- 
tain, ©* for you have not only your own El- 
la to embrace, but even A children 
to play around your knee. Your Ella has 
an Elfrida, the parent ſtock of the young 
ones I {Þ all preſent to you, and all their hearts 
will rejoice to hear of your affection for 
me.” 


Bring 
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% Bring them,” ſaid Mr. Cluwyd, © O 
bring them to me; My joy, Overbury, 1s 
ſo great, I fear it will be fatal.” 

„ Forbid it every benign power,” ſaid 
the Captain, holding him up, © weep, O 
weep again, Sir, your tears will relieve 

ou.” | 
285 When I had out-lived,” ſaid the old 
Gentleman, audibly ſobbing, * even hope 
itſelf ; when I ſeemed to be cut off, in the 
divine wrath, from every paternal] happineſs, 
to have my poſterity, to the fourth genera- 
tion, collected about me; to have been led 
by an 1nviſible hand, where I only ſought 
to hide my head and die; to repoſe on the 
filial lap, O, Overbury, it deſtroys, it de- 
ſtroys me with delight; but it is your virtue 


which has drawn down this mighty beatitude 


57 


upon me. 

* If you will endeavor to recover your- 
ſelf,” ſaid the Captain, you ſhall, my 
dear Sir, ſee how a few years has branched 
you out; but if you will allow me to regu- 


late their introduction, you fhall riſe by 


gentle gradations to the ſummit; your great- 
grand children will give a ſofter ſtroke to 
your nerves, though they will not, after your 
firſt acquaintance with them, perhaps in- 
tereſt you leſs ; I will, therefore bring them 
to you.“ 

Never ſhall you leave me more,” ſaid 
Mr. Cluwyd, “ ſo fend, or order as you 


pleaſe, 
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pleaſe, for, from this hour, Cluwyd-park 1s 
your's, and I am your's ; your happy father, 
Overbury, your happy gueſt, your ſovereign 
prince, my boy, for my power will gain 
ſtrength from alienation; and, though 
princes reign over a mixed community alone, 
I ſhall have my children for my ſub» 
jects.“ 


The Captain diſpatched a meſſenger to 


deſire that Elfrida, accompanied by her 
little ones, would come to Arcadia. 
* Your relation, Sir,“ ſaid Mr. Over- 


bury,” “gave your ſeat a new title, and, you 


ſee the force of cuſtom, I did not remember 
] was now at Cluwyd-park ; but Cluwyd- 
park will now prove Arcadia to us all.” 

«© And let it,” ſaid the old Gentleman, 
in honor of our re- union, return to its pa- 


ſtoral name, for I roo ſhall find it a bliſsful 


ſcene,” 


* Elfrida, Sir,“. ſaid the Captain, has 


an huſband, and ſuch an huſband—but you 
will know ſomewhat of his worth when 1 


have leiſure to relate the obligations I owe 
him. I will juſt order. that Elfrida may 
walt in the anti-chamber, until, having ſeen 
her cherub offspring, you can, without too 

much fatigue, bear her preſence.” 
** But, Overbury,” ſaid Mr. Cluwyd, 
there is one ill conſequence that will re- 
full from this day's happineſs, the world, at 
a time when I am on the point of quitting 
it, 
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it, will be, beyond meaſure, dear to me; 
but Heaven, I doubt not, will compaſſion- 
ate and pardon ſenſations, which its own 
gracious influence and bounty gives riſe to, 
even though at the awful period of my diſ- 
ſolution they ſhould be found too ſtrong for 
regulation, and alone extinguiſhable by the 
extinction of my exiſtence.” 

** Here they come,” ſaid the Captain, 
looking out, unconſcious come of the fe- 
licity that awaits them; Elfrida, (ſpeaking 
to her from the window) let Mr, Cluwyd's 
ſervant bring Overbury to me, we are impa- 
tient to receive him.“ 


Overbury, Elfrida's eldeft child, ran up 


to his grandpapa, but, ſurveying Mr. Clu- 
wyd attentively, he ſaid, as if by inſtinct, 
„What, Sir; have I more papas than 
ever ?” 

Les, my dear,” ſaid Mr. Overbury, 
this is your pgrandpapa, your mama's 
grandpapa, and my father; and now let 
us hear what pretty compliment you can 
make him, to welcome him to Arcadia.” 

I will love you, Sir,“ ſaid Overbury, 
taking hold of Mr. Cluwyd's hand, ©* almoſt 
better than all my papas,”” h 

And why ſo, my bleſſed infant,” ſaid 
Mr. Cluwyd, embracing him, © why will you 
be fo good to me?“ | 

* Becauſe you are the oldeſt, and may be 
the wiſeſt, but not the goodeſt, for no- 

h body 
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body can be gooder than the two papas 1 


have.” 

Ah then, Overbury,” ſaid the Captain, 
you won't love him beſt at laſt.” 

* Yes, Sir, but I will.” 

* Well explain yourſelf, my dear, for we 
wiſh to underſtand you.” 

* Why then, Sir, I will ſo love him, firſt 
for himſelf, then for my papa Wilmot, then 
for you, and then for my mama Over- 
bury, and won't that, Sir, (to Mr. Cluwyd) 
be loving you more than all the reſt, when 
I love you for all the reſt, and for your- 
ſelf too? | 


„ Sweet, ſweet arithmetic,” ſaid Mr. Clu- 


wyd, ©* engaging child!“ | 

Elfrida and the two other infants were 
now admitted—what a ſubject for the pen- 
cil! the pen is not capable of doing it 
juſtice. 

The full of years, ſeated upon a ſopha, 
and half ſupported by the Captain, whoſe 
countenance was touched into unuſual grace, 


as that of Mr. Cluwyd' was brightened by 


ſunbeams of delight, the little Overbury, 
who had mounted up behind his new papa, 
bending forward on his ſhoulder, to ſee how 
Venables and Elfrida would behave, and 
Mrs, Wilmot kneeling before them, and, 
with her angel face, preſenting her little ones 
to their grandpapa, who held out his arms 
to receive them, as they did their little arms 

to 
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to be received by him Human imagination 
cannot deviſe a more tender or pathetic 
group. 

Such was their ſituation, when Hannah, 
having heard a confuſed report of theſe won- 
ders, and, whoſe affectionate curioſity never 
ſlept, flew after her miſtreſs to Arcadia, 
and getting a ſide glance into the apartment, 
It is, it is, my old maſter,” ſaid ſhe, ruſh- 
ing 1n and falling upon her knees by the 


children, hoping his honor had not forgot 


poor Hannah, that was to have been mur- 


dered with him by the villains. 


The old Gentleman recollected her, ſaid 
ſhe was always an honeſt and a kind-tem- 
pered girl, and that he was glad to fee 


| her. 


She aroſe, and was hedging off, but the 
Captain ſtopped her, No, no, Mrs, Jen- 
kins,” ſaid he, I will not, at preſent, truſt 
you out of my ſight; I muſt not have my 
Ella's ſpirits hurried. Let me now, Sir, 
bring your daughter and my wife, and pre- 
pare her to ſee you.” 

* We owe even this happineſs,” ſaid the 
enraptured Mrs, Overbury, © and every ad- 
vantage it may be productive of, to Wilmot, 
where can he have hid himſelf to loſe theſe 
touching interviews?“ She was greatly af- 
fefted by her father's kind reception, and 
Mr. Wilmot at length joined them. 


* This 
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* This is the laſt of us,” ſaid the Captain, 
preſenting Wilmot to Mr. Cluwyd, © but 
not the leaſt, for to him we owe all we are, 
and al] we have; ſuch a treaſure, my dear 
Sir, as his heart, is ſeldom met with in this 
world.” | 

Mrs. Wilmot enjoyed this teſtimony of 
her huſband's merit, and agreed with Han- 
nah, that he deſerved every praife that could 
be beſtowed upon him. 

When the tumult of their joy began to 
ſubſide, Mr. Cluwyd informed them that he 
had withſtood the threats, as well as the 
endearments of his wife ; or, as the Poet ex- 
preſſed it, all the arts 

Of wilful woman, laboring for her purpoſe ; 
and preſerved Cluwyd-park and all his land- 
ed property from incumbrance, though he 
had permitted her to diſſipate the accruing 

rents, and a large reſerve he had in the 
ſtocks; and, as mortgaging his fortune was 
an act ſhe could not accompliſh without him, 
and had, moreover, every reaſon to fear he 
would go off without making a will, conſe- 
quently, that inſtead of being benefited, ſhe 
ſhould be a ſufferer by his death, ſhe let 
him live out his days, otherwiſe, from the 
general turn of her character, it was moſt 
probable, ſhe would not have been over 
nice about ways or means of getting poſ- 
ſeſſion of any fortune to which fhe had known 
herſelf intitled. 

| Captain 
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Captain Overbury and his family having 


removed to Arcadia, for Mr. Cluwyd would 
not reſt, until, like the confiding Lear, he 


had given his children all, and that this 


long neglected ſon-in-law found himſelf ſe- 
| cured in an handſome inheritance ; for, dur- 
| ing Mr. Cluwyd's life, he never appeared 


to conſider himſelf as any thing more than 
an agent 1n the management of that Gentle- 


| man's fortune, he told his friends, he thought 


it his duty to give the Secretary at War, in 
return for the favor he had ſhewn him, an 
opportunity of making ſome other family 
happy ; 7 
Accordingly, with the full approbation 
and conſent of all his friends, he wrote him 
ano leſs polite than ſingular letter ; for re- 
ſignations, from ſuch exalted notions, as 


opening a door of proſperity upon ſome - 
| brave and unknown brother officer, were 
| ſeldom brought before him. 


The Captain informed his Lordſhip what 


| happineſs he had enjoyed in his Majeſty's 


ſervice, under his benign auſpices, while his 
commiſſion included the chief ſupport of 
himſelf and deareſt relations, but that be- 
ing at length become what he called an afflu- 
ent man, by the bounty of his wife's father, 
with whom he entirely reſided, he took the 
liberty to requeſt, that his Lordſhip would 
beſtow it upon ſome Gentleman, within his 


knowledge, who, like himſelf, had ſpent 


his 
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his youth in the field, and found his decline 
approach unrewarded; adding, that it gave 
him great pleaſure in every ſenſe of the word, 
to have it in his power to aid his Lordſhip's 
benevolent inclinations, by preparing an 
agreeable ſurprize for ſome worthy heart; 
for that he could not reconcile it to his feel- 
ings, when abounding with the good things 
of this world, to ſtand between a meritorious 
character, and the claims ſuch a character had 
upon his Sovereign for a comfortable yo: 
ſion. Concluding with ſaying, had any 
other Nobleman preſided over military af- 
fairs, he would have fold the commiſſion 
himſelf, and would, himſelf, have ſought 
out a proper perſon to have advanced with 
the produce; but that in Lord —— 
hands, the work would be much better per- 
formed; at the ſame time that he enabled 
himſelf to teſtify the veneration he ſhould 
ever bear him, &c. &c. 


Having diſpatched this letter of buſineſs, 
and, as he deemed it, of moral and humane 
obligation, his next propoſal was to intreat 
Captain Venables and his wife to come down, 
and, by occupying the Grange-houſe, in- 
dulge them with their company ; and from 


the unanimous wiſhes of his family thus ad- 
dreſſed him: 

** We have, my dear Sir,” ſaid he, moſt 
unexpectedly, had wealth poured in upon 


Us; 


a ada — ”'Y dn ot. rn. 2 nn W 


at 


JON 


ELFRID A, 119 


us; Mr. Cluwyd, my father-in-law, whom 
you have often heard us mention, is moſt 
happily diſenchanted, and we are become 
one mind and one family. | 

*© You have ſeen us in our humble line, 
and we have you, under Heaven, to thank 
for our preſent heart-felt felicity ; for all the 
riches, and all the glories in creation would 
have been incapable of intereſting us a mo- 
ment, if our Elfrida had not, in her hour 
of peril, been preſerved by you. Come, 
then, no leſs the friend, than the author of 


our tranquillity, come, and heighthen the 


pleaſures which we can now command. 
A houſe of our Wilmot's, which we have 
been compelled by our common parent to 
exchange for the paternal roof, 1s ready for 
your reception; nor can we make a more 
ſelf-intereſted uſe of it; for, to be very 
plain with you, Captain Venables, if we had 
known a family upon earth that had higher 
claims to our remembrance, or that could 
give us more delight, by mixing with us in 
ſocial intercourſe, you would not have been 
troubled with this requeſt from us all ; for, 
do not miſtake it for an invitation, and, of 
courſe, the earlier you let us ſee you, the 
greater obligation you will confer upon your 
devoted, &c. &c. 

Your little godſon aſks your bleſſing, who 
is all amazement at his encreaſed number of 
Papas, for Overbury, it ſeems, tells him, he 


will 
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will not have fingers and thumbs enough, 
by-and-by, to name them all.“ 


A THUNDER-CLAP. 


Eight ſucceſſive years did theſe worthy 

ople paſs in a round of refined and exqui- 
ſite delight, bleſſed and bleſſing wherever 
they came; the very ſeaſons ſeemed only to 
vary to do them pleaſure , the enlivening 
ſpring, the blooming ſummer, the redundant 
autumn, and the ſocial winter, were equally 
enjoyed by them, in a word, their conduct 
was goodneſs, and their hearts gratitude, for 
their fellow-individuals were benefited by 
on fortune, and the Deity honored by their 
r 

Mr. Cluwyd, in his eighty- ſeventh year, 
went off in a gradual decline, the thread of 
his exiſtence was, indeed, ſpun ſo fine, that 
it might much rather be ſaid to ceaſe to be, 
than to be broken. | | 
Ns e retained his ſenſes to his lateſt breath; 
however, what he had ſomuch apprehended, 
an impious reluctance to obey the divine 
mandate, from an affectionate attachment to 
his children, was a fin he did not commit, 
but, as the poet deſcribes, _ - 

He from his feaſt of life roſe ſatisfied, 

T, 8 5 Heav'n that he had liv'd, and that 

He died. | 
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As he had attained a good old age, and 
was only in the courſe of nature loſt to them, 
after the firſt aweful ſnock which the diſſolu- 
tion of a beloved friend, at whatever late 
period, will give the feeling heart, they bu- 
ried him with reſignation, and wiſhed to ex- 
perience an end like his; for, except the 
error of uniting himſelf to an artful woman, 
and forgetting for a time his natural connex- 
ions, he had lived the life of duty as he went, 
and cloſed his eyes in peace with all man- 
kind; conceiving it the peculiar favor of 
Heaven, that he was not only permitted to 
die in the arms of his children, but had been 
ſpared, 1n his laſt hours, from weeping the 
loſs of any one of thoſe who were dear to 
him; frequently ſaying, © This is as it ſhould 
be ; nature here is regular in her courſe; 
my children muſt follow me, but for them 
to have led the way would have inverted the 
order of things, and brought me down with 
ſorrow, inſtead of the bleſſed tranquillity 
which I now enjoy, to my grave. l fear not 
to truſt them to Heaven, or their own hearts, 
for well meriting is their rule of life, and 
happineſs will be their reward.” 

About fix months after this little cloud 
had bruſhed by them, and when their hori- 
zon was bright, clear, and promiſing, the 
parlor-door was ſuddenly opened, and Mrs. 
Wilmot was informed that Hannah was 1n 


fits. 


Vol. II. 3 Both 


bs 


122 E LF RID A. 


Both her humanity and her tenderneſs were 
alarmed, for ſhe loved her as if ſhe had been 
a parent; ſhe haſtened, therefore, to the good 
woman's apartment, and found her in a moſt 
diſtreſſed condition, with a letter cruſhed 
cloſe in one of her hands. 

With proper aſſiſtance ſne recovered, ſo 
far as to open her eyes, when ſeeing Mrs. 
Wilmot ſitting by her, ſhe thruſt the letter 
up the peak of her ſtays, and, throwing 
her arms about her, fell into an agony 
of tears. " 

What cant his mean, my dear Hannah,” 
ſaid Mrs. Wilmot, © tell me, tell me, what 
affects you thus, and relieve your agitated 
ſpirits. O, Mrs. Jenkins, what fatal cauſe 
1s there for this moſt extraordinary be- 
havior?” b 

Hannah made ſigns for every one to with- 
draw, then raiſing herſelf from the bed, ſhe 
knelt before Mrs. Wilmot, took both her 
hands in her's, kiſſed them, wept upon 
them, looked up with anguiſh in her face, 
then claſping her own hands together, in a 
praying and melancholy attitude, Lord 
have mercy upon us,” cried ſhe, © have 
mercy I mean upon you, beſt of women. 
What 1s beauty, goodneſs, wealth! Who 
will not almoſt deſpair of divine protection 
for your ſake? But ſhew yourſelf a pious, 
pious, pious angel, bow your head, without 
breaking your heart, to the will of your 

Maker; 
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Maker; tell your poor Hannah ſhe ſhall 
never leave you——and—I cannot ſpeak 
it | 

Mrs. Wilmot's mind, by this preparation, 
was wound up to the moſt fearful pitch of 
apprehenſion. © My children,” faid ſhe, 

I left them all well and happy; my father 
and mother are in fafety, my Wilmot lives; 
but were theſe moſt precious friends, at this 
moment, dead at my feet, my heart would 
feel leſs torture than from the alarm you 
have given me; for there is, Hannah, one 
cruſhing evil, and, if that has fallen upon 
me, who ſhall ſupport me?“ 

Hannah, bathed in» tears, ſhook her 
head. 

„Does Mr. Elliſon,” —ſaid Elfrida=-ſhe 
could not utter more. 

Alas! alas!” ſaid Hannah, with fatal 
ſignificance, Mrs; Wilmot ſunk down in a 
rightful convulſion. 

Hannah now loſt her own diſtrſes in that 
of her beloved miſtreſs; ſhe raiſed her in 
her arms; ſhe called upon her; ** O, ſpeak 
to me, peak to me,” faid ſhe, ** or I ſhall 
die.” 

Mrs. Wilmot at length recovered. © Han- 
nah,” ſaid ſhe, in heart-plercing accents, 
* my faithful Hannah, what can Ido? The 


innocence of my intention would ſoften this 


ſevereſt of ſtrokes, but my father, mother, 
my what?—moſt tenderly beloved and moſt 
G 2 cruelly 
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cruelly undone Wilmot; my ſweet children, 
children of this illegal marriage. How wide 
the killing evil ſpreads! Where ſhall I hide 
my miſerable head! I will never behold 
my family more; and would I not fly to 
avoid the injured Elliſon! O my prophe- 
tic heart. Did I not tell you, my worthy 
woman, I had terrors I could not account 
for?“ 

Hannah could only weep. 

* My mind is all a chaos Where can 1 
go? How ſhall I contrive to ſhelter myſelf 
from the ſtern brow of Mr. Elliſon, and 
ſave myſelf from being a ſpectator of the 
tumbling ruins of my domeſtic happineſs ? 
Speak to me, Hannah.—What ſteps, 1n this 
depth of wretchedneſs, what ſteps are left 
for me to take?” 

SO milery !” ſaid Hannah, Could you 
not, however, live with your father and 
mother? 

„How!“ cried ſhe wildly, What do you 
take me to be made of? My heart, do you 
ſuppoſe it would not bleed to- No, no, no, 
I muſt fly, I muſt fly. Ah! is not thatqmy— 
is it not Mr. Wilmot's voice. What is he 
now to me? What has he not been to me 
I loved him perhaps, too, too well, and“ 

| Wilmot opened the door, but only half 
entered, he was immovable; the horror of 
his Elfrida's countenance; the Elfrida he 


had parted with a few moments before, as 


compoſed 
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compoſed as ſhe was beautiful; he ſeemed 
rooted to the ſpot, when, endeavoring to 
collect herſelf, ſhe approached him. 

* Wilmot,” ſaid ſne, leave me, you 
muſt, you muſt leave me.” 

„Leave you,” cried Wilmot, “ preſſing 
her to his heart, never, while I exiſt.” 

OO, my once-loved huſband, my ever- 
eſteemed friend, we muſt part. Heaven, it- 
ſelf, commands us to part. Tis all over, 
Wilmot, the late chaſte Elfrida, has lived a 
life of adultery ; ſhe has, ſhe has, at this 
inſtant, another—” | 

* Yet,” replied Wilmot, too clearly un- 
derſtanding her, may not this thunder- 
bolt be, in ſome ſmall degree, turned aſide ? 
Is it not poſſible for ſomething to be done 
to prevent its ravages— l, Elfrida, I will be 
the ſacrifice Support your father and mo- 
ther, forſake not our dear 
Wilmot,“ ſaid Elfrida, I am the out- 
caſt of creation; a mark of wretchedneſs is 
ſet upon me; it is you that muſt perform 
the taſk you would impoſe on me; and, if 
you ever were what I have found you, and 
believe you, the guardian of my fame, my: 
peace, my perſon, guard them now; ſuffer 
me, in ſolitude, to become collected, to check 
the rapidity of my ideas, to forget what I 
have enjoyed; whilſt you ſupport the droop- 
ing head of age, the wounded ſpirit of the af- 
flicted; and let your children, deareſt, dear- 
eſt children, let them learn to—" 

G 3 a Elfrida,“ 
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** Elfrida,” faid Wilmot,” whither, O 
whither would you go?“ 

** From Mr. Elliſon, from the world, from 
you.” 

** Yourmind, Elfrida, is cruelly diſordered, 
do not augment it; you ſhall be indulged 
in all you aſk, but Hannah muſt attend you. 
Your head, your heart, O calm them both, or 
the tragedy will be deep indeed; if you will 
endure it, if you will live, if you can reſt 
upon the rectitude of your principles, and 
ſupport—Elfrida, my Elfrida, twice loſt to 
me, you will fave us all.” 

Hide me,” ſaid ſhe, © Hannah,“ turn- 
ing from Wilmot, ©* fave me. Away from 
me, all thoſe that would melt me into an- 
guiſh, into unutterable regret. Leave me, 
all thoſe that wiſh me well.” Hannah ſhook 
her head at Wilmot to retire ; he did fo, and 
the ſeparation of ſoul and body would have 
been heaven to the pang it coſt him. 

Hearing the door ſhut, Elfrida looked 
up, Come, Hannah,” ſaid ſhe, in a quick, 
but plaintive accent, we muſt be gone; 
let us be gone; we can walk to the ferry, for 
well it 1s faid, that when the mind's at eaſe 
the body's delicate. I will not enter a car- 
riage, nor mult I ſee another of theſe heart- 
rending perſons. Come, my friend, air and 
exerciſe will relieve us.” 

She pauſed a moment, then wringing her 
hands, But no, it cannot be,“ ſaid ſhe, 

© bring 
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* bring me my children, Hannah, I muſt 
have one parting interview with them ; ga- 
ther them around me; I will not diſtreſs 
their tender minds; it will kill me to 
ſpeak to them, but it will be diſtraction to 
go without beholding them. O bring them 
immediately.” 

Hannah made a quick return, with little 
oh in her arms, and the boys following 

er. | 

Mrs. Wilmot knelt down between the 
two eldeſt, with her eyes earneſtly fixed up- 
on the youngeſt child, which laughed and 
patted her face, with all the ſweetneſs of in- 
fant innocence; while the boys, from ſee- 
ing her weep, hung their little heads, and 
Overbury, with a look of tender meaning, 
ſaid, ** Poor dear mamma is ill.“ 

This was too much for her; ſhe preſſed 
them both in an agony to her boſom ; Be- 
loved infants,” ſaid ſhe, © I am, indeed, ill 
of an incurable diſeaſe ; but the grave, the 
grave, Hannah, there is a place of reſt, even 

for me.” 


Let naughty mamas die,” ſaid Over- 


bury, ** but never our mama, for we ſhould 


die too. Should not we, Venables?” 
Take them away, Hannah,” ſaid ſhe, 


* it is not in human powers to ſupport ſuch 
a ſcene.” 


Mr. Overbury came to the chamber-door 
as the children were conveyed out by Han- 
G 4 nah, 
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nah, who had much difficulty to get Maſter 
Overbury away. 

Finding Elfrida on her knees, this fond 
parent, with a countenance diſtorted with 
grief, knelt down by her; Elfrida,” ſaid 
he, child of my deareſt hopes, pity, par- 
don and fave your father.” 

* OSir,” cried ſhe, falling on his boſom, 
* , Sir, what a moment is this!“ 

Judge of my feelings,” ſaid he, judge 
of them by your own. My exceſs of affec- 
tion for you has undone you; but your 
father's reaſon, will you not do much to pre- 
ſerve your poor father's reaſon, and your 
dear mother's life? We all depend upon 

ou,” | | 
: Elfrida fainted, and Mr. Overbury, call- 
ing Hannah, would not further oppreſs her ; 
but, with ſtreaming eyes, and hands uplift 
to Heaven, he-retired. 

Where is my child?“ cried Mrs. Over- 
bury, running wildly into the room, my 
gentle, my good, my deareſt child. Bar- 
barous kindneſs! they would have kept me 
from her ! they would not tell me ſhe was at 
peace! Bleſſed, favored ſpirit,” ſaid ſhe, 
gazing upon her, and imagining ſhe was 
dead, of my Elfrida, look down; thy 
2 mother will not long ſurvive 
t ee.“ | 

6 She is not de Madam,“ ſaid Hannah, 
© ſo, for her ſake, compoſe yourſelf ;. theſe 

partings 
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partings will finiſh her; you find ſhe is 
alive (Elfrida ſighed piteouſly) leave her, 
leave her, if you would preſerve her, before 
ſhe beholds you.“ 

Mrs. Overbury got up, for ſhe had 
thrown herſelf upon the floor by the ſide of 
her Elfrida, wept, retired, ſtopped, wept 
again; My head, my head,” ſaid ſhe, 
what cruel ravage does forrow make in fo 
ſhort a time ! Child of my heart, farewell!” 

Elfrida lowly recovered. * I fear I can- 
not ſtand,” ſaid ſhe, © yet we muſt fly; 
this is no place of reſt or ſafety for me. Mr. 
Elliſon, the incenſed Mr. Elliſon, muſt not 
ſee me—in the grave alone 

„We ſhall be ſafe,” ſaid Hannah, © and 
put your truſt in Heaven.” 

* Where is Mr. Elliſon?” 

In London, Madam,” replied Hannah, 
he was taken priſoner, only, when he was 
thought to be killed, and carried by the In- 
dians up to the back ſettlements,” 

Heis in London—then we muſt bend 
our courſe, Mrs, Jenkins, another way.— 
But who am I?—What is my name ?—Let 
us be gone, if you would fave me from 
deſpair.” | 

“ We muſt have a carriage,” ſaid Han- 
nah, © for I cannot walk far, and you will 
be ſo expoſed to obſervation (ſhe durſt not 
ſay fatigue) and who knows who we may 


meet? 
G 5 This 
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This had the deſired effect. My 
guardian angel, cried ſhe, ©* you are right; 
let me but eſcape the eyes of Elliſon, and I 
will be reſigned ; his mind 1s not tender ; 
Wilmot he never loved —he would hate me 
—inſult him—Yes, bleſſed thought, we 
will avoid the rencounter — but Mrs. 
Jenkins, no coach, that was once mine, will 
I enter ; nothing that I ever poſſeſſed in my 
ſtate of innocent, yet horrid adultery, ſhall 
accommodate me I will have new clothes, 
Hannah, as I ſhall have new ſcenes, and we 
will work together for our bread.” 

„How can that be neceſlary ?” ſaid Han- 
nah, Has not Captain Overbury a fortune? 
Will you refuſe your own parents providing 
for you ? | 

Right; you are once more right, my 
good Hannah—that will not be ſinful 
Captain Overbury's marriage was an honeſt 
one. I believe my grandfather remem- 
bered even the undone Elfrida in his 
will.” 8 8 - 

„will ſend and order a chaiſe,” ſaid 
Hannah, ** and do, my deareſt Madam, 
ſubmit yourſelf to my care and manage- 
ment.” 

„Be it ſo” ſaid Elfrida, © but as you 
value my reaſon and my life, do not betray 
me into diſhonor— will not eat the bread 
of adultery What my father helps us to 
will bleſs'us, but an everlaſting bar is ſet 


up 
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up between me—and—that beſt of men— 
your favorite—need I name him—and yet 
you ſee I live My heart will never break 
but while I have ſtrength let us go” 

Hannah ſent and ordered a chaiſe, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Overbury, Wilmot and Ella, 
a melancholy group, were aſſembled in the 
parlor, without daring to enquire into, much 
leſs to either regulate or oppoſe Elfrida's 
Proceedings. 

They were waiting breakfaſt for Elfrida, 
and had called for the children, as uſual, to 
receive her, when Wilmot, pale and deject- 
ed, entered the parlor. 

He ſhook his head with ſorrowful mean- 


ing at Ella, preſſed Mrs. Overbury's hand, 


And now,” faid he, to the Captain, now, 
Sir, will your philoſophy be brought to 
proof—lIt is my misfortune to be the meſ- 
ſenger of moſt diſtreſsful tidings, and your 
example, in bearing them, will be followed 
by your whole family.” 

Our Elfrida !” ſaid the Captain, with 
an air of diſtraftion. 

„Our Elfrida,” ſaid Wilmot, “ has re- 
ceived the wound I am going to give you 
O, Sir, think if there is one calamity greater 
than another upon earth, and that greateſt 
ſhould be poured out upon your head, think 
what you muſt ſuffer.” 5 

« Relieve me, ſaid Mr. Overbury, © I 

: | cConjure 
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conjure you, from my own apprehen- 
ſions.“ 

Elliſon,“ ſaid Wilmot.— 

The Captain jumped up and withdrew, 
and went to ſee his fallen child, fallen from 
the utmoſt height of human felicity.— Ella 
ſunk at Wilmot's feet, and, while he was 
raiſing her, Mrs. Overbury followed her 
huſband; and the reader is already ac- 
quainted with the ſad interview between 
theſe worthy diſtreſſed people; we will, 
therefore, return to Elfrida and Hannah, 


ACTS or FRIENDSHIP. 


A chaiſe was ſoon at the door—Hannah 
put her whole exchequer in her pocket, and, 
with hartſhorn and a few other neceſſaries, 
which ſhe had colle&ed, they drove off for 
the ferry. 8 

They had not got far before a ſcream of 
ſtop, ſtop, made the poſtillion look behind 
him, and Hannah, at her miſtreſs' requeſt, 
putting her head out of the window, beheld 
Ella running like a wild creature after them; 
Elfrida opened the carriage-door and her 
arms to receive her, and ſhe panted for ſome 
time, before ſhe recovered her breath, in 
quite an alarming manner. 

At length—“ I will die with you, Ma- 
dam,” ſaid ſhe, ** I will follow you where- 

| — ever 
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ever you go—You ſhall not caſt off the 
child you have fo long protected. I am an 
innocent fufferer in this bad world as well as 
yourſelf—have no father, mother, relation 
upon earth—admit me then the companion 
of your flight, and let Hannah return, for 
ſhe is much wanted at—” 

Elfrida now for the firſt time, ſhed tears. 
* This is touching, this is ſoothing,” ſaid 
ſhe, © yes Ella, I thank you, you are the 
fitteſt friend for ſuch a fugitive as I am be- 
come—your good-nature, your chearful- 
neſs will ſupport me. Hannah, my friendly 
Hannah, we muſt part—nor ſhall I now re- 
gret you, for you hear you are wanted, great- 
ly wanted, I believe, by thoſe who are moſt 
dear to me What a monſter to remember 
only myſelf—Ella and I will pray for you 
all—farewel].” 

* Miſs Ella,” ſaid Hannah, © here is a 
little money—my own money, Madam, 
and Captain Overbury will repay me. To 
the friend of goodneſs like your's, my dear 
Lady, do I recommend you==the Almighty 
will not always puniſh.” 

She quitted the chaiſe, and fat down upon 
a bank to watch it to the laſt moment 1t was 
viſible, and then returned, a monument of 
ſorrow to Arcadia, 

What name muſt I give myſelf?” ſaid 
Elfrida, ** Elliſon and Wilmot are equally 
guilty ones muſt call myſelf Overbury— 


yes, 
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yes, that will ſanctify me—that is an un- 
48 name —and what will you be, my 
E la 84 

* Your ſiſter, your friend,” replied ſhe, *if 
you will honor me ſo far as to acknowledge 
me for ſuch. But what a world it is 
we live in, that the blameleſs and the worthy 
can be plunged into diſgrace for actions not 
their ,n - the ſin and reproach of circum- 
ſtances, I, as well as you, am guiltleſs of, 
have fallen on my head.” | 

„ Senfible, feeling, girl,” ſaid Elfrida, 
embracing her, you deſerve---but I dare 
not ſay you will be happy---and yet would 
virtue be diſcouraged to behold me, even 
the wreck I am, for you ſee how aſtoniſhing- 
ly I am ſupported ; 'tis guilt alone, Ella, 


that deſtroys.” 
Elfrida, for ſhe ſtarted at every other 


name, now diſcovered the ſhadow of a man 
on horſeback, following them. Look 
out,” ſaid ſne, and tell me who it is---we 
8 not have our innocent rout ſtained 

of! It is Captain Venables, Madam,” . ſaid 
Ella © you will not, ſurely, be ſorry to ſee 
your friend, Captain Venables.” 

He rode up to the window. If it will 
not offend you,” ſaid he, I am obliged to 
go to Bath, upon particular buſineſs, I will 

eſcort you thither, or till 1 ſee you in a place 


of ſafety.” | 5 
« And 
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And what is ſafety ?” exclaimed Elfrida, 
in my ſituation ; the happy, indeed, ſhrink 
at every ſtorm, and yet, Captain Venables, 
your preſence compels me to feel there was a 
miſery beyond what I am now plunged in, 
and my deliverance from that is owing to 
ou.“ | 

Sweet and gentle Elfrida,“ ſaid the 
Captain, ** I do not profeſs to think that 
any condition, without ſelf-condemnation, 
can be more trying than yours; but, never- 
theleſs, you have many conſolations. Had 
your misfortunes been the reſult of my miſ- 
taken report, I could not now have a 
proached you; but time, enquiry, all that 
human wiſdom could dictate, or moral 
principles and duty demanded, was done by 
you; and your purity, your reCtitude, will 
be a rock of defence for your ſenſibility, 
when you once recover the exerciſe of your 

wers.“ 6 

« ] hear you,” ſaid Elfrida, © with a 
calmneſs, I never expected to enjoy. You, 
Sir, are a good man, and I will not diſdain 
to owe you obligations, come, then, into 
the chaiſe, and tell me, for my mind will 
bear it, all the deſtruction this diſcovery has 
wrought in my family.“ 

Captain Venables joyfully put the reins 
of his horſe into the hands of the chaiſe-boy, 
-and took his ſeat between the two lovely 
wanderers. 
| This 
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This humane Gentleman had happened 
to call upon Wilmot to take a ride with 
him, and having heard the tale of calamity, 
and the ſucceeding conduct of Elfrida, he 
ſent a meſſenger to acquaint his wife, with 
his reſolution to follow her, and procure her 
every ſoftening accommodation poſſible, and, 
having a good horſe, had ſoon come up 
with her. 

** I will;” ſaid the Captain, with plea- 
ſure, perform the taſk you have given me, 
and truth ſhall dwell upon my lips.“ 

The (ſcene was, at firſt, affecting. ſo- 
lemn, alarming; but their tenderneſs for 
you operated like magic on their hearts. If 
we would have dur Elfrida live, ſaid they; 
if we would not have her cruſhed by the ca- 
lamit of her deſtiny, we muft ſet her an ex- 
ample of fortitude and reſignation ; and 
wherefore, ſaid yourfather, ſeeming to throw 
off a weight from his heart, wherefore ſhould 
the innocent droop the head? the hand that 
bruiſes is omnipotent, We have received 
our good things, we will ſuſtain the evil 
ones during the divine pleaſure, and Elfri- 
da ſhall learn of us how to bear the rod of 
affliction.” 


Every word you ſpeak,” ſaid Elfrida, ; 


* ſtrengthens my mind It ſhall be ſo—we 
will wait the good time, when, at leaſt, our 
diſſolution will arrive, and this myſterious 
diſtreſs, in its intention and ules, ſhall ſtand 

revealed 
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revealed before us—nor ſhall we murmur 
at the ſacred explanation am compoſed.” 

They paſſed the ferry, and reaching Bath 
that night, ſlept at an inn. 

Captain Venables propoſed their fixing 
their reſidence in a village near Chippenham, 
the Rector of which was known to him, and 
to whoſe friendſhip and care he would re- 
commend them; but Elfrida ſaid no; the 
metropolis is the place of concealment for 
the vicious, and can alone give tranquillity 
to thoſe who wiſh not to be known—You 
can have no commiſſion to conſtrain me 
the violated laws render it impoſſible for you 
to poſſeſs any delegated power where I am 
concerned, and I will, upon refleCtion, go 
to London.” 

“ You ſhall, Madam, go where you 
pleaſe; but may not a friend, whoſe buſi- 
neſs draws him to the ſame ſpot, have leave 
to attend you ?” 

«© Ah, Mr. Venables,” ſaid Elfrida. 

* Upon my honor,” replied he, I do 
not deceive you—I am now bound, on 
an urgent concern, for the great city—Had I 
not met with you in my rout, I ſhould, per- 
- haps, have paſſed a day or two 1dly in Bath; 
you cannot think the ſacrifice af an idle day 
or two any great matter, and we can all go 
in one of the machines.” : 

Will no ſtranger—?” ſaid Elfrida. 

a Not 
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Not one,” returned the Captain,” ſhall 
puſh their face amongſt us. Nor will any 
thing be more eaſy than to obtain a carriage 
to ourſelves, out of the many which will, 
to-morrow morning, leave this place.” 

Elfrida was ſatisfied, and retired to her 
chamber, attended by Ella. 

How muſt I pray?” faid ſhe, ** for 
both my huſbands? for illegitimate, though 
moſt beloved children? for my ſecond mar- 
riage is not valid.“ | 

«© Comforter of hearts,” ſaid ſhe, kneel- 
ing, © and all-wiſe diſpoſer of events, look 
down with compaſſion upon thy creature, 
whoſe gratitude has aſcended to the heaven 
of heavens, and whoſe reſignation will not 
beforgotten—ſupport—heal—ſave. Amen.” 

Captain Venables congratulated himſelf 
upon his ſucceſs, for his ſole buſineſs, as we 
have already mentioned, was to ſmooth the 
way before the amiable fugitives, and ſee 
them properly ſituated, 

Wilmot, having collected his wretched 
friends together, was earneſt with them, for 
Elfrida's ſake, not to ſink under the ſevere 


blow, *© Upon you, Sir,” addreſſing Mr. 


Overbury, knowing well the ſelf-reproach 


that would be added to his ſorrow, we parti- 


cularly lean for ſupport, and you muſt not 
forſake us. Elfrida, the lovely wretched 
one, has left Arcadia; left me, Sir, as well 
as you, her mother, and theſe tender Pages 
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of our loſt felicity—it was her laſt requeſt 
her injunction, that I ſhould endeavor to 
render myſelf uſeful to her parents; uſeful 
was her word, too well adapted to our pre- 
ſent condition ; for what was the delight of 
my exiſtence is become a taſk I have ſcarce 
power to perform; and her pity- moving pe- 
tition that you would both aſſiſt me, calmly 
aſſiſt me, in the care of mine, hers, and your 
children,” 8 

Wilmot, in his exertions for the peace of 


his Elfrida, in the perſonal ſafety of her father 
and mother, roſe almoſt ſuperior to morta- 


lity—and, he was fo far happy in his elo- 
quence, that it paſſed into a general reſo- 
Jution to forego every ſelf-concern, and de- 
vote their cares and their feelings, to pro- 
mote the withes and well-being of El- 
frida. | 

Hannah, at her return, without notice or 
ceremony, entered the parlor, 

* What can this mean ?” cried Wilmot, 
** Is—O is my Elfrida no more?” 

Hannah, with tears, and in unconnected 
ſentences, told them how it had happened 
that ſhe was diſcharged; and who was be- 


come the travelling companion of her miſ- 


treſs; they all rejoiced in the incident, and 
Hannah reſumed her accuſtomed office of 
living with the children, 

* 1 wiſh Frederic was in England,” ſaid 


at 
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at the Grange-houſe, for no doubt he wil! 
ſoon be with us—from what a height, my 
beloved Wilmot, arg we fallen!” 

Elliſon's letter was now, for the firſt time, 
recollected and aſked for, which had pro- 
duced all this affliction, and was as fol- 
lows : 

* Mrs. Jenkins, | 

* Though I know you never had much re- 
gard for me, and from the misfortune into 
which I plunged your heavenly miſtreſs, 
have, I ſuppoſe, taught yourſelf to hate me 
moſt heartily, I muſt entreat you will in- 
form me where I ſhall find Mrs. Elliſon. 

*« 1] fled from England, to return, I 
thought, no more—entered a Volunteer in 
America; and, weary of exiſtence, though 
from the ſacred ſentiments I had imbibed 
from my wife, I durſt not terminate it with 
my own hands; I ſolicited every poſt of 
danger, hoping to be cut off by the 
enemy. 

But who ſhall preſume to carve his deſti- 
ny? I was ſent out upon a reconnoitring party, 


which was ſuddenly ſurrounded by a tribe of 


Indians, and all put to the ſword except my- 
ſelf. The carnage is not to be deſcribed. [I 
| begged to be diſpatched, but was refuſed that 
favor. I lamented for my friends, who would 
not know what was become of me, and this 
lamentation proved fatal to a young fellow, 
whom they had taken priſoner a few hours 
before 
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before; for, with wanton cruelty, they 
made us change clothes, and telling me by 
an r that he ſhould be my meſ- 
ſenger, ſtabbed him in various parts of the 
body, and threw him into the ſlaughtered 
heap, and bore me away with them to the 
woods. | | 

** The number of our detachment being 
complete, this barbarous frolic gave fo 
ſtrong a color to the report of my death, that 
| was buried, I may ſay, by proxy, and have 


| read my name among the returns of the 


killed. 

All the years of my abſence, from the 
firſt ſeven months after my arrival, I have 
paſſed in ſavage captivity, compelled to 
teach the military exerciſe to beings not a 
remove from brutes; and to become, what 
they called, the huſband of an horrid crea- 
ture, the daughter of the chief, whoſe pri- 
ſoner I was, and whoſe death at length ſer 
me free ; for it appeared that I owed my life 
to the ſtriking reſemblance my perſon bore * 
to a huſband ſhe had loſt, and never ceaſed 
grieving for, until I was preſented to her, 
and in return for my good behavior to her, 
ſhe made it her dying requeſt to her father, 
that I ſhould have my liberty, and an hand- 
fome preſent to enable me to re-viſit my na- 
tive country; ſaying, it would diſturb her 
in her grave, if I took another wife in that 
quarter of the world. | 

„And 
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And thus, Mrs. Jenkins, enriching me 
with gifts, which plunder and rapine had 
given them poſſeſſion of, and unknowing 
how to reſtore them to their right owner, 
they religiouſly fulfilled their promiſe to 
the dead, and I am returned to lay my- 
ai and my little wealth at my Elfrida's 
cet. 

„But, hell and torture! is ſhe yet mine? 
Has not the whining Wilmot built his hap- 
pineſs upon the poor prodigal's ruin? and 
prepared curſes, inſtead of ſoothings, for his 
return to the houſe of his father ? Tell me, 
Mrs. Jenkins, O tell me all. But I will 
not tamely loſe her---no ſecond marriage can 
rob me of my claims---I value not my life, 
unpoſſeſſed of Elfrida---and will die in the 
moſt deſperate enterprizes, to make her once 
more mine. | 
My temper, I confeſs it, Mrs. Jen- 
kins, is furious, but my love is tender, mild, 
ſuch, in a word, as my Elfrida muſt in- 
ſpire, and ſuch as my Elfrida can ac- 
cept. 
| * I will come down to Arcadia, if I do 

not receive an anſwer by the return of the 
| Poſt; and a thouſand woes upon the head of 
that individual, be it whoſoever it may, that 
can have the heart to wiſh me not re-united 

to my wife. 8 
| E LISOM.“ 
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% This,” ſaid the Captain, will teach 
us to rejoice at Elfrida's abſence, I will 
ride over to the ferry; and walt this violent 
and unfortunate man's arrival, tell him all 
that has happened ſince his departure, and, 
if poſſible, reconcile him to an event which 
no human wiſdom could obviate, or human 


juſtice can condemn. You muſt not ſee 


him, Wilmot---for our Elfrida's honor and 
happineſs you muſt not ſee him. We know 
your principles and conduct may be relied 
upon, but there 1s no truſting ſuch a charac- 
ter as Elliſon, rendered deſperate as he will 
be, when he hears what we have to relate. 
We muſt ſerve him, we muſt ſoften him, we 
muſt win him into reſignation, whilſt we, 
for our ſupport, look through this dark 
ſhade to ſome heavenly ray ; and, at leaſt, 
live ſo as not to be the authors of any addi- 


tional wretchedneſs that may reach us---for 


it is the upright man, alone, who meets re- 


ward, by a reverſe of incidents which he had 


the piety not to aggravate or inflame, by 


| his impatience in the hour of affliction.” 


„Let me go, Sir,” ſaid Hannah, for 
though my heart is ſo warm in the cauſe, 
I can beſt explain the matter, and have no- 
thing to fear from him ; it will torture you 


to ſupport a ſcene, I ſhall, in a manner, be 
unconcerned at; for he deſerves to ſuffer, 


and will tuffer unpitied by me. I have not 
wherewith, at this preſent time, to beſtow 
| any 
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any upon him, and who can ſay wrong ſhe 
does, that does to the beſt of her power upon 
every occaſion ?” | 

Wilmot, Mrs. Overbury, and even the 
Captain, approved of Hannah's propoſal, 
and ſhe was ſent to the ferry-houſe, the ſuc- 
ceeding afternoon, for there having been 
ſome miſtake in the delivery of the letter, it 
was Probable he might be there already, 
though Elfrida had been ſo happy, to their 
knowledge, as to have eſcaped him. 


WARM ALTERCATION. 


Hannah ſent back the carriage as ſoon as 
ſhe got within ſight of the houſe; and, walk- 
ing ſlowly on, perceived a young man of a 
fierce and bloated aſpect ſeated in the 
window. 3 

Her mind miſgave her, as ſhe afterwards 
related, and ſo great was the change in Elli- 
ſon's appearance, that if ſhe had been a 
reader of plays, ſhe would have exclaimed, 
in the language of Caliſta, 

s this the gay Lothario ! 


She was, however, determined not to ap- 


pear frightened, ſo going up point blank, as 
ſhe phtaſed it, to the ſtranger; ſhe aſked him 
if his name was Elliſon, LE 

He ſtarted---knew her---and bid her come 


in. 
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* He had alighted,” he ſaid, © but the 
moment before ſhe accoſted him, and had 
every thing to learn from her information; 
and ſo, Mrs. Jenkins, without preface or 
apology, let me hear what news you have 
for me—my letter was not thought worthy 
an anſwer.” 

Hannah explained that point to his ſatis- 
faction. | 

Where where, ſaid he, is my El- 


| frida ? 


* You ſhall hear,” ſaid Hannah, aſſuming 


all the courage ſhe was able, but you 


muſt, Sir, let me tell you every thing in 


its turn, and promiſe to liſten to me pati- 
| ently.” - 


„ge brief,” ſaid Elliſon, looking ſome» 


what ſternly at her, © for patience is not a 
| leſſon I am maſter of. My misfortunes, 


Mrs. Jenkins, unfitted me for ſuch calm 
| ſtudies.” | 


„Why then,” ſaid Hannah, © you re- 


| member the Gentleman who behaved fo 
like a friend to you, the unfortunate night 
| you played at cards and fought a duel.” 


I do,” ſaid Elliſon, ** and remember 
him with gratitude, for he moſt eflentially 
ſerved me.” | 

He conveyed Mrs. Elliſon to her father's 
lodgings, took a poſt-chaiſe and ſet off for 
Arcadia, to break the ſad news upon the 
Captain and his wife, accompanied them to 
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town, made intereſt, and got Mr. Overbury 
a real Captain's commiſſion.” 

* And who ?” ſaid Elliſon, © who is this 
God-like man?“ 

* You ſhall hear all by-and-by,” ſaid Han- 
nah, © the vile wretch who won your for- 
tune wanted to get acquainted with our fa- 
mily, but was ſcornfully rejected; we all ſet 
off for Portſmouth, for poor Richard being 
dead and gone, I gave up my life and ſoul to 
them—and ſo—” 

But the Gentleman, I hope,” ſaid Elli- 
ſon, “was not of your party.” 

What, Mr. Wilmot?” ſaid Hannah, 
quite forgetting herſelf in her terror. 

Who mentioned Wilmot?” ſaid Elli- 
ſon—“ I am aſking you after the Gentle- 
man to whom I was ſo much obliged.” 

This called Hannah's mind back. He, 
Lord help us—he go with us—no, no, we 
never ſaw him from the time of our leaving 

London, till after you was dead.” 
© Torture and diſtraction !”* ſaid Elliſon, 
* and is this man married to my El- 
frida ?” 4 | 

. I wiſh you would hear me,” ſaid Han- 
nah.” 

* I will hear no more,” cried he, but 
mark me, Mrs. Jenkins, he muſt reſign 
her—her ſecond marriage is of no effect 
ſhall be ſorry to quarrel with a man I am 6 

| muc 
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rauch indebted to, but he muſt not dare to 
keep my Elfrida from me.” 

* How wildly you talk,” ſaid Hannah, 
did I fay a word about marrying, you 
won't hear me, Sir— 

„Proceed,“ ſaid Ellifn, ©. I will not 
again interrupt you.” 

And ſo we went to live at Portſmouth ; 
when what does this horrid Lord do, but 
employ a madam barrimadan to decoy Mrs. 
Elliſon to a water party I think ſhe called it. 
I, poor harmleſs fool as I am, went with 
them ; and a demure-looking young man 
ſhe paſſed off for her ſon, but who ſhould 
this ſon prove to be, but the very Lord S— 
we had ſpurned.” 

*© You make me tremble,” ſaid Ellifon, 
* what miracle could fave you?“ 

„Why, I, myſelf I,” ſaid Hannah, © by 
tampering with the boatman, who got us 


| ſafe, I aſſure you, on board a ſloop of war; 


and who but we, for the Captain fell inſtantly 
in love with my miſtreſs.” 

Elliſon clapped his hand upon his ſword, 
and half drew it out of the ſcabbard—Han- 
nah ſcreamed murder, and the people of the 
houſe ran in to ſee what was the cauſe, 
There are but two things upon earth that I 
greatly fear,” ſaid Hannah, ** and they are a 
ghoſt and a naked ſword.“ 

The Landlord laughed, and Elliſon deſired 
the good folks would all retire. 
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go then, this Captain,” ſaid Elliſon, 

*© You ſhall hear,” ſaid Hannah. 

© Death and the devil,” cried Elliſon, 
<« tell me firſt, is he the huſband of my El- 
frida ?” | 

„Why for certain,” ſaid Hannah, tra- 
velling has turned your brain, or you would 
never go to miſuſe me after this manner. 
He was almoſt a married man at the time, 
and has ſince brought his Lady to viſit us; 
but if you will not let me decorate, I cannot 
tell my ſtory.” 

** Well, well,” ſaid Elliſon, © you are a 
ſtrange woman—but go on.” 

And fo, finding what traps my Lord 
had laid for us, and Mr. Overbury not know- 
ing whence the commiſſion came, what does 
he, but flap ſends it up to the war-office, 
becauſe he would be honeſt and poor.” 

Noble Overbury,” ſaid Elliſon. 

© When we, for the firſt time diſcovered 
it was the Gentleman, for he was above boaſt- 
ing of his own works.” 

** Confuſion !”* cried Elliſon, ©* I ſee where 
this will end; ſo cut the matter ſhort, and 
tell me at once.“ 

I can tell you no way but ſtraight for- 
wards,” ſaid Hannah, © and if that does 
not pleaſe you, Sir, | muſt even be ſilent, 
though you ſhould ſcare me in fits with your 
horrid ſword.” 

Proceed, ſaid Elliſon, 8 

vs „Well 
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© Well then,” ſaid Hannab, “ for the 
truth muſt our, this Captain Venables.” 

* I knew him in America,” ſaid Elli- 
ſon, * the Captain of the ſloop you 


mean?“ 
« Yes, Sir, faid Hannah, he was the 


very man that told us of your death, when, 
| behold, Lord S was fo humbled, and ſo 
much in love, that he makes us an offer of 


his title and fortune.” 
And Elfrida Elliſon,” exclaimed he, is 


Lady 8—.“ 


No, not ſo bad as that neither, for we 
{corned him a ſecond time; but now, Sir, 
if you will hear the reſt, you muſt promiſe 


not to fall into a paſſion—and for why ? be- 
| cauſe when a man's dead he is dead—and ſhe 
| who is once fairly a widow, has a right to 
| become a wife—and who ſhall ſay right is 
| wrong? or that ſhe who only follows Toke 
and human nature—” 


* Some enemy of my peace,” ſaid Elliſon, 


has ſurely ſent you to torment me Away 
with your curſed reflections, and come to 
the point?” 


Why then, Sir, the Gentleman we have | 


| been talking of, your friend—Mr. Over- 
bury's friend every body's friend did aſk 


Mrs. Elliſon to have him; but what ſaid 
ſhe ? why no, until ſhe was better informed 
of your being dead, though the brave Cap- 

3 tain 


150 ELFRIDA. 


tain Venables offered to take his davy of 
it.“ 

Captain Venables was very buſy,” ſaid 
Elliſon, and perhaps I may find a time to 
thauk ben.“ 

„Wit with your ſword ?” ſaid Hannah, 
it is a pity +11 ever came back, if you are 

come back ſo |\vod y-minded.” 

** Go on,“ {aid Elliſon. 

So letters,” taid Hannah, were wrote 
to an cc ived from America—and O, Sir, 
cone how it will break Elfrida's heart to 
fi id here fo cruelly deceived—ſhe will die 
of grief, Mr. Elliſon, ſo you need not ſet 
your mind about killing her, and her father 
will ſoor ollow her tothe grave, and her three 
ſweet u cent children.“ 

Ellie ſtarted as if he had been ſhot. 
„ (Cadren!“' cried he,“ my Elfrida's chil- 
dren and by another huſband! but I 
will {acrifice the invader of my bed with my 
own hands.” 

And your Elfrida, at the ſame inſtant,” 
ſaid Hannah, who is guilty? not your 
Elfrida, Was it her unborn children? or 
the worthy man that married her in open 


. day? or is not rather yourſelf ? whoſe 


gay living drove you abroad, left the moſt 
lovely of women to work for her bread, 
and who, at length, upon full proof of your 
death, honeſtly beſtowed herſelf upon ano- 
ther? Is not the evil bad enough ?” con- 

tinued 
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tinued Hannah, taking advantage of Elli- 
ſon's ſilence, without making it worſe ? 
Do you think ſhe is leſs wretched than your- 
ſelf? or that he who has loſt her 1s happier 
than either of you ? Come, come, Sir, let 
me perſuade you to act the part of a Chriſtian, 
and be at peace with the whole world.” 

* You have not yet told me,” ſaid Elli- 
ſon, ** the name of this undoer of my fa- 
mily.“ | 

For the love of Heaven,” ſaid Hannah, 
do not aſk me—it is the ſame that helped 
you to go abroad—that got Mr. Overbury 
his commiſhon—that lived with them in 
Arcadia---for I forgot to tell you Mr. Clu- 
wyd has done his daughter juſtice at laſt, 
and given her his whole fortune, and is bu. 
ried in the church, juſt by the ſpot where 
Captain Overbury has put up a monument 
to you out of reſpect, as he proclaims to 
all people, in golden letters, to your me- 
mory.“ 

The man's name, cried Elliſon, ** for 
[ will know it, tell me his name.” | 

Upon my knees,” ſaid Hannah, I 
intreat you not to kill me---his name is---1s 
Wilmot.” 5 

Ellifon threw himſelf upon the ground,” 
and Hannah, riſing haſtily from her knees, 
retreated to a corner of the room. 

He curſed himſelf, Elfrida, Hannah, 
Wilmot, tore his hair, beat himſelf againſt 
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the floor; and, at laſt, drawing his ſword, he 
vehemently vowed he would be revenged. 
Mr. Overbury, who well knew the vio- 
lence of Elliſon's temper, and had followed 
Hannah, fearful of conſequences, met him 
in the door-way, as he was ruſhing out with 
a madman's rage. 

** Behold me, Sir,” ſaid the Captain, I 
am, and ought to be your firſt victim—you 
ſhall not find me ſhrink from your attack, 
but it is only through my heart that you 
ſhall cut your way to a man who never in- 
jured you, and who now, if I had not in- 
jured him by my rejection of him, in pre- 
ference to you, Sir, that are armed for mur- 
der, would have been the poor Elfrida's ha p- 
py buſband.” my 

Elliſon returned into the parlor and fat 
down, the Captain following him, when it 
was diſcovered that Mrs. Jenkins was actu- 
ally in a fainting fit—ſhe was carried into 
the air and ſoon recovered, when, hearing 
Mr. Overbury was arrived, ſhe ventured to 
rejoin the company, taking her ſeat cloſe be- 
hind him. 

* Wretched man that I am,” ſaid Mr: 
Overbury, ** how is the latter end of my 
days overclouded—Your return, Mr. Elli- 
ſon, has deſtroyed the faireſt pile the hand 
of happineſs ever raiſed—and yet you ſeem 
to think yourſelf the only aggrieved and of- 
fended party—Your misfortunes were ſelf- 

derived ; 
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derived; I mean not to reproach, but to re- 
mind you how we, an innocent ſet of people 
patiently ſuffered with you—and now, that 
you are plunged into this abyſs of woe, will 
you ſay, that your own errors are not the 
true and original cauſe of 1t?---and yet we 
ſhall again have our full ſhare of ſufferings, - 
for we have loſt our child, if you have loſt 
your wife—our child the beſt of huſbands in 
the diſtracted Wilmot, Wilmot the tender- 
eſt of women, whom he lawfully married 
and three lovely infants the moſt exemplary 
of mothers; and can Mr. Elliſon reſolve to 
ſpread the calamity ſtill wider?—Will he 
preſume to finiſh in blood what was begufl 
in error, and becauſe we have been inno- 
cently criminal, murder thoſe whoſe peace 
he has for ever deſtroyed.“ 

Where is Elfrida?” ſaid Elliſon, 

“On my life,” replied the Captain, © I 
know not—Your letter was delivered but 
the day before yeſterday to Hannah, when 
ſhe was alone—the contents threw her into 
agonies, and Elfrida flew to her aſſiſtance, 
ſhe there met with the fatal letter, and ſince 
that hour theſe wretched eyes have never be- 


held her- -of which I need not tell you, ſhe 


was the delight and joy.” | 
* And where, Sir, for I muſt beg to be 
informed, where is Wilmot ?” | 
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% At Arcadia,” replied Mr. Overbury, 
© in a ſtate of affliction even you would 

ity.” | 

Elliſon pauſed---* They muft never meet 
again, ſaid he. 

% Inſult not my worthy child ſo far,” ſaid 
the Captain, ** as to ſuppoſe ſuch a thing--- 
ſhe would not ſubmit to a ſhadow of impu- 
rity, and, though her heart has ever been moſt 
upright---calls herſelf an adultreſs, and I fear 
for her reaſon.” | 

How ſhall I diſpoſe of myſelf?” ſaid 
Elliſon, ** I have no home.” 

My houſe ſhall be opened to you,” ſaid 
the Captain. : 

«© And Wilmot there,” cried Elliſon, 
his children too !—=Madneſs ! madneſs!” 

They ſhall give place to you,” ſaid the 
Captain, ** or will you reſide at the Grange? 
that houſe 1s alſo mine.” 

Elliſon was for ſome time filent---©* Be it 
ſo, at length, ſaid he, the Grange-houſe 
ſhall be my abode whilſt I remain in England 
--- but hear me, Sir, and hear me without 
reſentment---the frenzy of an huſband muſt 
not be ſported with---Elfrida was, ſhe 1s--- 
ſhe ſhall be mine---and Wilmot, muſt not 
dare, even in thought, to claim her.” 

Ho different, ſaid Mr. Overbury, © is 
your character and W1lmot's---he compaſ- 
ſionates even you, and loves Elfrida much 
too well % 
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* If you would have me calm,” ſaid El- 
liſon, tell me not of his love for my El- 
frida---I will try to conquer, or at leaſt re- 
gulate my feelings . but the bare mention of 
Wilmot's love of Elfrida Elliſon, will al- 
ways be a whirlwind to my ſoul. 

* Mrs. Venables, the wife of your friend,“ 
ſaid Mr, Overbury, is now at the Grange, 
ſhe will receive you, and do every polite and 
friendly office by you.” | 

Hannah now ſtole off, and mounting a 
horſe, ſoon related all theſe particulars at 

Arcadia, when Wilmot conſoled himſelf that 
his Elfrida was out of this furious man's 
reach. 

The children, by Mrs. Overbury'sappoint- 
ment, were ſtationed in the back wing of Ar- 
cadia-houſe, that they might not croſs Mr. 
Elliſon's walks, and Wilmot took up his 
reſidence in the next apartment to their's. 

_ Elliſon, after a ſhort time, having got 

the better of his baneful diſpleaſure, had a 
ſtrange curoſity to ſee the infants, and 1n- 
form himſelf if they were like Elfrida. 

He, therefore, one morning ſlipped up 
the back-ftairs, and, tapping at the door, was 
deſired to come in by Hannah, who had a 
table before her, at which Overbury and 
Venables were ſtanding upon two littleſtools, 
building houſes with cards, and the little 
Elfrida upon her lap, blowing them down 


the door opened and in walked Elliſon. 
Hannah 
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Hannah was terrified. ©* You have miſtak- 
en the room, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, © do, pray, be 
ſo good as to leave us---the Lord keep every 


body, what, Sir, can have brought you 
here?“ 


* A deſire to ſee theſe little ones,” ſaid 
Elliſon, © fo do not fright them, Mrs, 
Jenkins, or teach them to curſe me. What 
is your name, my dear?” ſaid he to the 
eldeſt. 

* Overbury Wilmot,” ſaid the child, © is 
= that a good name, Sir, for a little 

y Wy | 

Elliſon made no reply, but put the ſame 
queſtion to the ſecond. 

** Venables,” replied the child, © and I 
will be a ſailor,” 

* And how have they named the girl ?” 
ſaid Elliſon to Hannah. 

_ © Elfrida,” replied Overbury, © after 
mama—and ſhe is half as handſome, and 


one quarter as good, Do you know our 
mama, Sir ?” | 


Elliſon could not anſwer. 

* If you did,” ſaid the boy, you would 
love her dearly—every body loves her, and 
ſo they do papa.” 03 7's | 

Elliſon was ſoftened by the firſt part of this 
little ſpeech almoſt to tears, but was harden- 


ed by the concluſion into the power of .aſk- 
ing queſtions, 


« And 
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«& And pray what are you to be?“ ſaid he 
to Over bury. 

* What I am, Sir,” ſaid the boy, © a ſol- 
dier, in Captain Overbury's regiment, and, 
if you will lend me your ſword, you ſhall 
ſee me exerciſe.” | 

Never touch a ſword,” my dear,” ſaid 
Hannah. 

* Never be a coward, my dear,” ſaid 
Elliſon, © I know this fooliſh woman can- 
not bear the ſight of a piece of ſtee but 
come with me into another room, and I will 
teach you to flouriſh it. 

“ You ſhall not go, Maſter Overbury,” 
ſaid Hannah,” I believe, Sir, you wiſh to 
kill me.” 

The child had got Elliſon by the hand, 
way was pulling him away not to mind 

er 

“ You ſhall not go into another room 
if the ſword muſt be flouriſhed, I will hide 
my eyes, and he ſhall do it here.” 

Elliſon drew his ſword, and the delighted 
boy danced round him, whilſt end” with 
her eyes, and Elfrida's face, covered with 
her apron, dropped down upon one knee, 
and beſought every good and gentle ſpirit 
to protect her. 

* And will you play fo every day,” ſaid 
Overbury, do, and I will fo love you— 
and Venables here ſhall learn to look at a 
ſword, without being ready to cry, as yu 

ce 
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ſee he now is, and to touch it too as I do. 
Don't I touch it, Sir,” faid he, putting one 
of his little fingers boldly upon it. 

* I ſhall raiſe the houſe, Maſter Over- 
bury,” ſaid the trembling Hannah, if 1 
hear you talk at this rate, and bring up all 
your papas.” 


« Well, and if you do,” ſaid the child, 


don't mind it, for little boys muſt learn 
to be brave, muſt not they, Sir—and will 
you come to us again—and don't take 
notice of her—though I love her too.” 

Elliſon ſhook him by the hand“ I ſhud- 
der,” ſaid he, whilſt I admire theſe chil- 
dren, were they but mine, my heart would 
be ſoftened into the likeneſs of their mother, 
and we ſhould be happy.” 

* You may let me ſee Elfrida, Mrs, Jen- 
kins,” ſaid he, having put up his ſword, 
* the flouriſh is over—I will look at the 
child.” | | 

Elfrida kiſſed her hand to him, as ſhe was 
taught to ſalute ſtrangers—was pleaſed with 
the buttons of his coat, and played with 
his watch-chain, whilſt he was tracing the 
mother's features in her infant counte- 
ITANCE. 

* My Elfrida's eyes,” ſaid he, © are 
ſomewhat darker, but their ſweetneſs and 
ſenſibility are here—Elfrida's ſmile too 
heavenly children] I have chaſed your mo- 
ther from you, but your hearts are at * 
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and bleſſed your ſituation. I will ſee them 
again, ſo ſoon as I can bear a ſecond inter- 
view with them—and, Mrs. Jenkins, as 
you wiſh peace to your own foul, teach 
not theſe harmleſs innocents to curſe me.” 


Hannah turned her head aſide and heaved 


a deep ſigh. 

* Nay, mark me, woman,” cried he, if 
you do, and the dead have power to torment 
the living, whenever the grave receives me, 
I will haunt you, and reproach you,” ſaying 
which he left her. ; 

Mercy on me,” ſaid Hannah, what a 
man !” | 

l am ſure he is very good-natured,” ſaid 
Overbury, ** and he has got a nice ſword, 
and fo ſharp ! I warrant you—How Vena- 
bles looked when I touched it! did not you 
Venables? and could have cried—but you 
are not ſo old as me you know, and ſo are 
afraid.” 

Wilmot, who had been wrapped in 
thought, had not heard a word of all that 
palled, though only in the next chamber, 
now opened the door to aſk how they all 
did. | Tel 

© What is the matter,” ſaid he, Mrs. 
Jenkins? you look ill.“ | 

Only frightened by the Gentleman, 
Sir,” ſaid Overbury. 

* What Gentleman does the child mean?” 

*« Elliſon, Sir,” ſaid Hannah, 

| * Has 
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fHas he ſeen the children? I hope they 
behaved well to him.“ 

I faid I would love him!” replied Over- 
bury, and I am ſure he loves me; and he 
ſaid Elfrida was like mama; and I ſaw tears 
in his eyes; and he wiſhed we were his little 
children, didn't he, Mrs. Jenkins? and he 
ſaid he would come again.” 

* Unhappy man!“ ſaid Wilmot, ©* what 
diſtreſs has his return brought upon us, with- 
out one ray of comfort to himſelf I charge 
you all to behave well to him whenever you 
ſee him. Unfortunate man, what miſery 
bes he not been the author of to my El- 

rida !” 


A NEW CHARACTER. 


Elfrida and her friends arrived in London; 
Captain Venables had done his utmoſt to 
entertain her pointed out every beautiful 
object to her obſervation in their journey, 
and when no longer able to keep her mind 
from recurring to melancholy thoughts, he 
enlarged upon the ſituation to which ſhe muſt 
have been reduced by the ſucceſs of Lord 
Ss ſchemes—whereas her ſorrows were 
now the offspring of virtue, and her tears of 
innocent regret. | 

* Happineſs ſuch as ſhe had enjoyed, was,” 
he ſaid, in the ſcale of human exiſtence, 

always 
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always high taxed, and of courſe, as great 
had been her felicity, the contraſt ſhe now 
experienced was dreadful—but that there 
was a little company, whoſe hves were 
bound up in her's, and thoſe the perſons moſt 
dear to her on earth---that her father and mo- 
ther wonld be happy, comparatively ſpeak- 
ing, if they could once hear ſhe was com- 
poſed--- that one of the beſt of men (here ſhe 
wept abundantly) muſt find his reſignation 
in her fortitude---that the unfortunate au- 
thor of all this calamity would be driven to 
deſpair, if any fatal conſequences were born 
of it---and, above all the reſt, Heaven de- 
manded her patient acquieſcence with its, 
however ſeverely, trying will.” 

Elfrida felt the full force of theſe argu- 
ments, and promiſed they ſhould have weight 
with her—** | will endeavor,” faid ſhe, to 
live for all their ſakes, and particularly for 
the ſoul's fake of him who is at once the in- 
jurer and the injured.” 

Captain Venables provided comfortable 
lodgings for them, in the houſe with tender 
and well principled people. 

© The Lady,” ſaid he to them, chooſes 
to be alone—ſhe is one of the beſt women in 
the world---the diſtreſs of mind ſhe now la- 
bors under is upon a relation's account--- 
ſerve her, therefore, with ſilent reſpeCt---do 
not appear to fee ſhe is unhappy---obey all 
her commands without taking upon you to 


judge 
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judge for her---provide better for her than 
her engagement may author1ze--- and I will 
pay all her extra bills with thankfulneſs---ſhe 
18 the beloved friend of my wife, who will 
_ bein town to devote her whole time to 
er.” ; 

think, Madam,” ſaid Captain Vena- 
bles, on breakfaſting with Elfrida, the morn- 
ing after her arrival, © you are too good to 
let this young lady ſuffer by being your 
companion---I have, therefore, taken the 


liberty to hire her a harpſichord, which will 


be ſent in a few hours, with proper books of 
entertainment; and I have borrowed ſome 
elegant drawings for her to copy, and will 
furniſh her with the neceſſary materials—and 
I have, moreover, a favor to beg of her, 
which, if you will be ſo kind as to give her 
a little of your aſſiſtance, ſhe will be able to 
grant me---Mrs, Venables, you muſt know, 
has long wiſhed to be miſtreſs of a painted 
gown, a ſoft- colored ſilk, and a light, gen- 
teel pattern“ 

** Excellent friend benevolent- minded 
Venables,” ſaid Elfrida, employment is, 
you need not tell me, the beft antidote for 
grief, and you ſhall not perſcribe in vain— 
provide us with materials, and you ſhall 
—_ the pleaſure to ſee us apply to buſi- 
neis. | 


particulars to Arcadia, and entreated his wife 
| to 


Mr. Venables wo an account of all theſe 
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to come up, but ſhe could not leave Elliſon 
without exciting ſuſpicion, and, perhaps, 
leading to a fatal diſcovery of Elfrida's 
place of retreat. 

The Captain had a relation, a woman of 
a certain age and a widow, who, from the 
goodneſs of her heart, and the quickneſs of 
her underſtanding, was a treaſure to all her 
acquaintance—he called upon her—related 
Elfrida's misfortunes and merits, and be- 
ſpoke her compaſſion and friendſhip. 

*1 will introduce you,” ſaid he, im- 
mediately, and you muſt exert your beſt 
powers, uiuttl Mrs. Venables can come up 
to ſhare your humane taſk—She is, my dear 
Madam, an ornament to her ſex, and an 
honor to human nature—we muſt not, there- 
fore, let her become an angel in heaven, un- 
til we can better ſpare her, by finding her 
counterpart upon earth.” 

* I wiſh,” ſaid this kind and indefatigable 
Gentleman to Elfrida, I wiſh you would 
give me leave to introduce a diſtant relation 
of mine to viſit you—ſhe has a ſigh for every 
diſtreſs, and a tear for every ſorrow—yet ſo 
far does her benevolence ſurpaſs her ſenſibi- 
lity, that I have often, when her heart has 
been bleeding, ſeen her face wear a ſmile— 
the ſmile of ſoft conſolation and animating 
hope, and, all unmindful of herſelf, pour- 
ing balm into every wound—and ſhe will 


tell you that there is nothing wonderful or 
hard 
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hard to perform in her conduct for that 
ſhe learned the whole leſſon, that obedience 
was better than facrifice, from Shakeſpear, 
where he ſays (having allowed nature to fee] 
the ſtrokes of ſevere fortune) 

But to perfiſt in obſtinate condolement, be- 
trays a will moſt uncorrect to Heaven. 

She will however ſhew you her ſentiments, 
and have delight in chearing you, if you 
conſent to receive her Il have already pre- 
pared her to love and eſteem you.“ 

* And to pity me, I hope, Sir,” ſaid 
Elfrida, *©* for what loſſes have I not to la- 
ment—my father, mother, huſband, chil- 
dren—children, Captain Venables, endeared 
to me by—and yet I muſt not call them 
mine.” | 

Hear Mrs. James* opinion,” ſaid he, 

of your ſituation, ſhe is an able caſuiſt— 
with all your putity of heart, Elfrida, ſhe 
has the experience of twice your age—her 
ideas are fo juſt, and her judgment ſo com- 

tent, that ſhe can lead you through this 
abyrinth of woe—clear your underſtanding 
from painful miſtakes, and teach you to 
draw a line between the world's concluſions 
and moral rectitude, the world's laws, and 
the conduct which the Deity ſanctifies, and 
reaſon muft approve, for however danger- 
ouſly for our peace we may refine, it is the 
intention that will color the deed, nor ſhall 
we ever be conceived anſwerable for circum- 
ſtances, 
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ſtances, where the heart is found to be right, 


and that we fin not a moment beyond con- 


viction.“ 


O bring her to me,” ſaid Elfrida, © if 


ſhe is miſtreſs of the ſovereign power to heal 
a wounded ſpirit, I greatly want her.” 

* She can,” ſaid the Captain, © even 
in the ſtrong words of her favorite poet, 
Min'ſter to a mind diſeas'd, 

Pluck from the mem'ry a rooted ſorrow, 
Raze out the written traces of the brain; 


and to bring her talents to proof, ſhe ſhall 


breakfaſt with you to-morrow morning.” 

Captain Venables gave directions that 
when Elfrida was ſpoke to, ſhe ſhould al- 
ways be called Madam, and when ſpoken of, 
the Lady, without ever hearing a name 
pronounced to which ſhe had been accuſ- 
tomed, except that of Elfrida. 

Ella took the Captain aſide, and told him 
that her dear Mrs. Wilmot would frequently 
retire to her cloſet and weep. 

Sacred be her retirements,” ſaid the Cap- 
tain, * if ſhe weeps I have hopes of her—for 
"tis the grief that whiſpersto the o'er-charged 
heart to break in filence that 1s to be dreaded. 
Never, my ſweet. girl, interrupt her while 
her eyes beſpeak her ſoftened ſorrows.“ 

Mrs. James, after all the fine things ſhe 
had heard of Elfrida, was aſtoniſhed to be- 
hold her. 

This 
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This Lady was ſingularly happy in the 


choice of her ſubjects, and now ſoothed, now 
intereſted, and now revived her. *© Beſt of 
friends,” ſaid Elfrida to the Captain,“ what 
a cordial you have brought me—Your de-, 
ſcription of your relation appeared romantic, 
but ſhe does what ſhe pleaſes with the paſ- 
ſions—her powers are more than human—] 
did not think there was ſuch a woman upon 
earth.” 3 
How unſpeakably happy,“ ſaid the ap- 
tain, will it make my Letitia, to hear you 
are in ſuch good company. It was ſurely a 
white hour, when I became your knight- 
errant, and reſcued you from the hands of | 
giants.” 1 
Ah, Sir, thoſe were days!“ ſaid El- | 
frida. | 
„Of danger and diſtreſs,” returned the 
Captain, for my part I fancied you were 
irrecoverably gone—and then that excellent 
creature, your ſervant.” 
Ella, my love,” ſaid Elfrida, ©* whoſe 
thought was it to ſend Hannah back ?” 
* My own, indeed, Madam,” replied the 
good girl, © from firſt to laſt.” 
It was inſpiration,” ſaid Elfrida, © and 
never will I forget the tender obligation you 
have conferred upon me—1t is ſuch a reſt for 
my wearied heart to recollect that ſhe is 
wh my deareſt friends, and to feel you are 
ere. | 


* Every 
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“ Every thing will diſpoſe itſelf,” ſaid the 
Captain, I truſt, for your accommodation, 
as far as it is poſſible for you to be accom- 
modated ; but while your friends are making 


their little offerings to you, you are the ab- 


ſolute architect of all the happineſs your 
deareſt friends, as you juſtly call them, can 
enjoy—and, only for a moment, be your 
mind ſenſible of the effect it will produce, 
when I can tell them their Elfrida repoſes 
upon the pillow of innocence—that their 
Elfrida can make diſt inctions between the 
diſpenſations of Providence and the ſelf- 
deſerved misfortune that their Elfrida ſu 
ports the greateſt of human diſtreſſes with 
reſignation, and annexes not the puniſh- 
ment of guilt, by an impatience of temper, 
to the ſorrows of innocence.” | 
Lou may,” ſaid Elfrida, © tell them 
theſe efficacious things even now, for I will 
be what I ought to be.” 


The Captain entreated Ella to help him to 


pen, ink and paper, wrote this moſt con- 


ſolatory letter on the ſpot, which was 
ſigned by Elfrida herſelf, and the reader 
may gueſs with what ſenſations it was re- 
ceived. | 

Eliſon was now fallen into a ſullen and 
contemplative humor, and, walking whole 
hours alone, would ſay to himſelf, Had 
theſe children been mine, I ſhould have 
known happineſs.” 


Hannah 
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Hannah was deſired by the family to throw 
herſelf in his way, in one of his gloomy 
and retired walks, and try to diſcover the 
cauſe of them. She accordingly took him 
by ſurprize, at an angle, where it was im- 
poſſible to eſcape her. 


ſhe. 

Upon the borders of diſtraction, Mrs, 
Jenkins,” ſaid he, thoſe children cut me 
to the foul, Wilmot's children by my El- 
frida---I could put him to death in an 
agony of deſpair. Had theſe children been 
mine | 

If they were,” ſaid Hannah abruptly, 
you would love them no better than you 
did the little ſweet boy and girl we brought 
up with ſo much care and tenderneſs.” 

* My boy and girl! Mrs. Jenkins.” 

Les, returned Hannah,” the ſame ; 
for though, when you left England, you had 
ſo much nature as to recommend them to 
Mrs. Overbury's care, you have never named 
them ſince your return, though they are 
your own fleſh and blood; and then fancy, 
if you were the father of other people's chil- 
dren, you ſhould be a mere dotard.” 

I am ſhocked,” ſaid he, at my want 
of remembrance of them ; are they living ? 
Where are they ſituated? Can I ſee 
them ?” | 


© Now 


** You appear much diſordered, Sir,” ſaid 


be  &) wy 


a0 my Gt I 


„% 


EL FR+D:A 169 


e Now that is ſo like you, Sir,“ ſaid 
Hannah, “to aſk fifty queſtions in a breath, 
and all before the quickeſt mortal can anſwer 


one of them—but come, Mr. Elliſon, ſhall 


[ tell you, for I can, all about them?“ 
„Do, do, Mrs. Jenkins,” ſaid he, © I 
believe I ought to behave better to you, for 


| you are certainly a good woman, though my 


mortal enemy, and the never-fajling friend 
of my Elfrida.” 
* Well then you ſhall hear,” ſaid Hannah, 


and with all the pathos of deſcriptive powers 
| ſhe was miſtreſs of, ſhe gave him an account 
of Wilmot's meeting with them, and know- 
ing they were his, protecting them, ſelling 
his watch, &c. to provide for them, leav- 
ing them by letter, in caſe of his death, to 
the care of Mrs. Overbury—until, to his 
utter aſtoniſhment, he diſcovered that the 
little children he was ſo offended Captain 
and Mrs. Overbury carefled, and which he 
* attempted to inſinuate were the ſpurious off- 
| ſpring of Wilmot, were the innocent infarits 
| he had abandoned. 


* ] recolle& them,“ ſaid he, with ſhame 
and ſelf- condemnat ion, Mrs. Jenkins, I 
recolle& them What an unfeeling wretch I 
have been no wonder Elfrida flies me with 
horror but my friendly and honeſt woman, 
(Hannah could ſcarcely credit her own ears) 
are they living?“ 


Vor. II. I « Living,” 
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„Living,“ ſaid Hannah, “ aye, I warrant 
you; and there is not finer children, and, 
what is ſtill better, there is not more de- 
ſerving children in the twelve counties.“ 

** You will quite change my heart, Mrs. 
Jenkins,“ ſaid Elliſon,“ if you talk in this 
manner, for I ſhall feel the parent, and learn 
to pity even Wilmot.” 

* Gracious and worthy ſentiments! O 
cheriſh them,” ſaid Hannah, © for you 
little know how they will bleſs and chear 

a”; 
Yi But where are they?” ſaid Elliſon, what 
are their names ?” 

* The boy, Sir,” ſaid Hannah, © was 
chriſtened Frederic, after his father, and the 
girl Ella, after Mrs. Overbury, their mother 
by adoption; and ſhe has, and ſtill loves 
them as tenderly as ſhe is beloved by them, 
for the children almoſt adore her, and ſo for 
ſure they ought.” 

*© But you do not tell me where they are; 
you have, Mrs. Jenkins,” ſaid Elliſon, © a 
way of trifling with my ſuſpence, and 
delaying your information, that diſtreſſes 
me.“ | 

* And you, Sir ſaid Hannah, © with 
reverence though, as you are a Gentleman, 
I ſpeak it, have a way of flap-daſhing 
out your queſtions ſo faſt, that I am puz- 
zled what and when to reply.” 


Where 
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Where are the children? tell me that 
before you proceed and what is become of 
their unfortunate mother, I fear the fin of 
her ſeduction 

J wonder ſhe never appeared to you,” 
ſaid Hannah, I am certain, I would have 
come out of my grave, if I had been mi/- 
uſed by the greateſt man upon W 8 in any 
ſuch like manner.” 

go far I am anſwered then, it ſeems,” 
ſaid Elliſon, © the poor young woman is 
dead—and, once again, where are the chil- 
dren ?” 

& Maſter Frederic is gone to the Eaſt In- 
dies,” ſaid Hannah, © his ſecond voyage, 
at his own requeſt, and much againſt Mr. 
Overbury? $ inclination, as you will read in 
that letter.” 


T> Mr. OVERBURY. 


* It pains me,” wrote the boy, my 
deareſt, beſt of friends, that I am this 
ſecond time emoarking for India, with only 
your reluctant conſent—but Mr. Wilmot, 
by his kind introduction of me to his nume- 
rous friends, for all who know Mr. Wilmot 
have particular ties to him, rendered a ſea- 
life ſo delightful to me, that I ſhould not 
have been happy if you had denied my 


going. 
12 “ Beſides, 


“ Beſides, Sir, for I will open my whole 
heart to you, I am now a big boy, and be- 
gin to make very ſerious refletions—The 
ſtory of my birth mortifies me unſpeakably-- 
I have no father, and every mention of 
that endearing name cuts me to the heart. 

O that I could have ſeen the parent of 
my exiſtence, the one, I mean, that from the 
world's cuſtoms could behold me without a 
bluſh, (for the grave alone, I find, could co- 
ver the confuſion of the other, or ſet her free 
from perſecution and reproach) how would 
I have knelt to him, wept, and entreated 
him to accept my duty and my love— 
would have told him (which is the truth) 
that Heaven had given me a child's heart, 
though the law of the land would not allow 
me to have a father—imploring him, inſtead 
of puniſhing me for the misfortune of my 
birth, to heal the forrows that misfortune 
occaſioned me from finding myſelf an alien 
in ſociety, an outcaſt as it were from cre- 
ation without father, mother, ſiſter or 
brother—and, O ſtrange to tell, in the opi- 
nion of two-thirds of thoſe who call them- 
ſelves the ſons and daughters of humanity, 
are deemed the living monument of tranſ- 
greſſion, inſtead of their helpleſs, unoffend- 
ing and moſt cruelly injured fellow-crea- 
tures, ; 

** Icould never aſk you the queſtion when 
I was with you, but pray have the goodneſs, 
when 
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when you write to me, to teach me to under- 
ſtand theſe things, and wherefore it can be 
juſt to nick- name an innocent infant, and in- 
ſult its miſery by calling it a baſtard, making 
it to bear about the diſgrace of a crime, by 
which the God of juſtice and of mercy per- 
mitted it to be born. 

* Several difficult ſciences, my dear Sir, 
by dint of ſtudy, are open to my compre- 
henſion--but the myſteries of human life, 
and human manners, are dark and inexpli- 

cable—could a key to them. be bought with 
money, Iwould make a dozen voyages to the 
Eaſt, if neceſſary, with pleaſure, to be able 
to purchaſe it. I will, however, at this 


time trouble you no further, but, having 


written myſelf into a melancholy humor, 
take leave to conclude for the preſent, —my 
guardian, my more than father—for your 
kind care and liberal inſtruction have made 
me all I am, or can hope to be, 

* Your Frederic, &c. &c. 


S. Teach Ella to love me, for, let the 
___ ay what they will, the is my ſiſter; and, 


_ ſhould my father—but 1 forget he 1s dead, 


and that I muſt reconcile my ſelf to dy ing un- 
acknowledged, and unbleſſed, oy the pater- 
nal voice.” 


Elliſon was touched even to tears—* 1 
will atone,” ſaid he, Mrs, Jenkins, I will 


13 atone 
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atone this fierceneſs of temper ſhall be con- 
quered— I will no longer wiſh to ſee Wilmot 
deprived of his beautiful offspring—l will 
no more wiſh—but where is Ella ?” 

* Ah, Sir,” ſaid Hannah, © what affecting 
ſtories am I called upon to relate !—Miſs Ella 
ever doated upon, upon---" repeated ſhe and 
ſtared. | 

„My Elfrida, I ſuppoſe you would ſay,” 
returned Elliſon, | 

«© Yes, I believe ſo,” ſaid Hannah, but 
J felt, I cannot tell how---to find I had lived 
(the more's the pity) not to know what 
name to give my moſt beloved miſtreſs.” 

She is, ever was, and ever ſhall be Mrs. 
Elliſon,” ſaid he. 

Hannah ſhook her head---ſhe, however, 
got over this ugly point pretty decently--- 
related Ella's running after the chaiſe very 
intereſtingly, and concluded with telling him 
ſhe was with Elfrida. 

** Heaven, I thank you,” exclaimed Elli- 
ſon, now I will be calm---the companion 
of my Elfrida—my child, Ella—thg com- 
panion and friend of my wife—lI am now 
ſatisfied—the tempeſt is laid in my breaſt— 
nor will I interrupt the peace of angels—ſhe 
does not then curſe me—hate me—or ſhe 
muſt be more than woman to ſuffer my ac- 
knowledged offspring to live with her.” 

„Well, now, Mr.Ellifon,”” ſaid Hannab, 
I hope you ſee how much you have to be 

- thankful 
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thank ful for the families are, as Mr. Over- 
bury calls it, blended together, and the Su- 
preme Being the father of them all.“ 

J am obliged to you, Mrs. Jenkins,” 
ſaid Elliſon, * much obliged to you for this 
morning's converſation, and ſhall be glad, 
from time to time, to talk with you—You 
are ſingular, but you are good—You know 
my cauſe for ſorrow, and, though you 
may hate me, your humanity muſt pity 
me,” 

Poor Mr. Wilmot, however, ſo far from 
deriving a cure for his griefs, from the le- 
nient hand of time, found them increaſe up- 
on him with redoubled violence—Ellifon in 
the neighborhood, Elfrida in London, and 
every avenue ſhut up, of reſtoring her to her 
home, her parents and her children, he re- 
ſolved to make an opentng, and ſet Elliſon 
the example of going abroad. ** It is,” ſaid 
he, no leſs vain than impious to war with 
Heaven—Elfrida, wife of my plighted faith, 
of my tendereſt affections, I have loſt you 
for ever but every thing I can do ought to 
be done, to promote your convenience— 
My reaſon is almoſt ſhaken by deſpair—I 
have no reſource but in flight, and, if Elli- 
ſon's jealous nature does but prompt him 
(as I verily believe it will) to follow me, 
wherever I go, to aſſure himſelf I am mi- 


ſerable, you may return to the parental 


roof.” 
Having 
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Having ſettled every thing for his de- 
parture, Elliſon could not korbear relapſing, 
5 He means, my heart tells me,“ cried he, 

* to ſee Elfrida before he goes but 1 Will 
_ firſt,” 

It was to no purpoſe that Mr. Overbury 
ſet before him the fixed princ ples, and un- 
deviating purity of his daughtEr's heart. 

* They ſhall not meet again on earth,” 
ſaid Elliſon, ** and there need not be a worſe 
hell prepared for me, than to ſee them meet 
in heaven.” 

Wilmot was told of theſe things by Han- 
nah, who was alarmed for his perſonal fafety ; 
He will butcher you,” cried ſhe, and 
your Eltrida will die of the wound you re- 
ceive from his hand.” 

Fear him not,” ſaid Wilmot, to a 
temper like his, theſe are torturing ſtrokes— 
I will ſpeak to him, and endeavor to reſtore 
him to compoſure.“ 

Lou ſpeak to him!” ſaid Hannah, 1 
am all over in a trembling at the very 
thought of ſuch a thing—Mind what I ſay, 
Mr. Wilmot, come not within his reach, if 
you would live out half your days, for he 
will ſtab you, when you are leaſt aware of 
him, to the heart.” 

I ſee him,” ſaid Wilmot, e jn the oth 
walk, and will ſpeak to him.” 

On my knees,” ſaid Hannah, holding 
him, ** on my knees, I beſeech you not to 

be 
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be ſopreſumptuous—youare a dead a man if 
you come within arm's Jength of him.” 

Wilmot gently, but reſolutely diſengaged 
himſelf from her, and croſſed over to meet 
Ellifon, who ſtopped, but ſeemed doubtful 
whether he ſhould or ſhould: not avoid 
him. 

Mr. Elliſon,” ſaid Wilmot, © in the 
chainof unforeſeen and inevitable events, you 
and I are fellow - ſufferers in the ſame cauſe. 
What have you loſt, Sir, that I have not 
loſt? or is there a pang your heart has felt, 
that has not been equalled by mine ? 

Elliſon was ſilent. 

* For my part, Sir, I can no longer bear 
my ſituation,” ſaid Wilmot, ** abſence and 
employment may do much I am deter- 
mined, at leaſt, to try their power, and, as 
I have no plan but getting as far as poſſible 
out of myſelf, I have no choice of deſtina- 
tion. 

* You, Sir, I find, have alarms reſpe&- 


ing me, which, if you could look into 


my ſoul, would totally ſubſide - I never more 


| ſhall ſee the unhappy Elfrida—You know 
how IL obtained her. I never, even in thought, 
wWronged you—and, as a proof what I can 
do, in compaſſion, in indulgence of your, 
however wild, and of me unworthy, feelings, 


I find there is a ſhip, now at Briſtol, bound 
for America—-you, yourſelf, if you pleaſe, 
ſhall ſee me on board, ſhall ſee me ſail, ne- 
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ver, in all probability, to return to England 
again.“ | 3 

Elliſon looked agreeably ſurprized. And 
can you, Sir? will you do this, for the 
peace-ſake of a man, who. is unable to learn 
either your confidence in human promiſes, 
or your reſignation to the will of Heaven ?” 

I palpably find my diſpoſition aggravates 
every evil that falls upon me- but we do not 
make ourſelves, Mr. Wilmot, and a de- 
formed - mind, I take to be as much a 
ay hath unhappineſs, as a deformed per- 
on.“ 

I beg your pardon,” ſaid Wilmot, ** for, 


though powerleſs in the laſt inſtance, we are 


free agents in the firſt, and can ſoften, re- 
gulate, bend, reſtrain. However, Sir, not 
to dwell upon a painful ſubject, I have only 
to entreat that you will keep my intention 
of going to America a ſecret for, from be- 
ing the preſent theatre of war and bloodſhed, 
I know my friends will be much happier 
to ſuppoſe me gone to the Eaſt—but I am 
unfitted for buſineſs, unfitted for company, 
and muſt wander at large, or mix with the 
labors of the moment—1t is not for a mind, 
deranged as mine is, to draw out ſtraight 
lines of conduct, Three days hence I 
will call upon you to attend me.? 
Elliſon was gratified to an high degree 
by this conceſſion of Wilmot, and enjoyed 
the idea of his abſence—** If he dies,” ſaid 


he, 
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he, Elfrida may be mine - may - ſhe muſt 
—ſhe ſhall—ſhe is for our marriage was 
never invalidated.” 

With this pious thought he ſoothed him- 
ſolf, and ſeemed to loſe a conſiderable ſhare 
of his own in Wilmot's augmented diſtreſs; 
his heart ſmote hin with recollected obli- 
cations to this moſt worthy, and moſt un- 
fortunate man—but in his caſe obligations 
were ſlender ties—he had been robbed by 
him of Elfrida—ſhe had been, for eight 
years, his wife—and this innocent outrage 
could alone be atoned, in his opinion, by an 
human ſacrifice - the ſacrifice of the man ſhe 
loved. 

Wilmot was punQual—he parted with 
amazing fortitude from his children and his 
friends“ They are yours” ſaid he to Cap- 
tain and Mrs. Overbury—* humanity and 
nature will bind yau to them leave them 
to your care, nor will you forget our El- 
frida.” | 

The wind was fair—he embarked, Elli- 
ſon ſtanding on the ſhore, until he could no 
longer perceive the ſhip, when, with a light- 
ened ſpirit, and compoſed countenance, he 
returned to the Grange, . 
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A RESTORATION. 


Elfrida was ſo far recovered of a fever, 
which hung about her, as to be able to take. 
an airing, attended by her conſtant friends 
and companions, Captain Venables and Mrs. 
James, who, after a day ſpent in exertions 
to amuſe her, left her with their full reward, 
if they had been ſo happy as to call forth 
one ſmile. 

She was told of Wilmot's embarkation— 
ſhe ſighed, but made no reply—after a long 
Pauſe—** Was Mr. Elliſon,” ſaid ſne, to 
follow his example, would it be improper, 
think you, my good friends, for me to 
wilh to end my days under the parental 
roof.“ 

Quite the contrary,;' replied Mrs. James, 
who, it was evident by the Captain's looks, 
ſpoke his ſentiments alſo. 

We will think of it, then,” ſaid ſhe, 
at ſome future period — All-merciful 
Heaven (her eyes and hands uplifted) touch 
the heart of thy moſt afflicted creature, the 
Tugitive Wilmot, into peace.” 

Elliſon now made it his requeſt to ſee Ella, 
and Hannah wrote to inform Elfrida, I 
will part with her,” ſaid ſhe, © with pleaſure, 
upon ſuch an occaſion,” | 
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& And J,“ ſaid Mrs. James, will en- 
dea vor to ſupply her place but you muſt 
accept of my reſidenee in exchange for 
her's—her little bed will accommodate 
| | : 

* You are all goodneſs,” ſaid Elfrida, 
„ but how ſhall we get the dear girl 
down?“ | 

* O, Madam, deareſt Madam,” (aid Ella, 
do not ſend me—] cannot fee him—he 
will not love me—nor is it kindneſs that 
makes him aſk for me— if he was kind, he 
would let me ſtay with you and be happy.” 

Ella, my good girl,” ſaid Elfrida, you 
muſt not entertain theſe illiberal notions of 
ſo near a relation as your own father Han- 
nah has, I perceived, poiſoned your infant 
mind with unjuſt prejudices—Mr. Elliſon has 
many virtues, and tenderneſs for you will, I 
dare believe, be one of them—You know we 
often take diſlikes (which is very wrong) to 

ople, and then ſuffer ourſelves to behold, 
through a falſe medium, all their merits, be- 
cauſe they may have ſome faults—This un- 
dutiful motion of your heart, Mrs. Jenkins, 
is much to blame for having excited, and you 
muſt ſubdue it.“ 7 

Ella wept and looked at Mrs. James her 
genuine feelings—for fear, however, of ei- 
ther offending, or making Elfrida unhappy, 
ſhe ſaid ſhe was ready to go, and wry 

| take 
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take care not to diſgrace her inſtruc- 
tions. 

It was ſettled that Mrs. James' ſervant 
ſhould accompany her to Briſtol, and to write 
to Hannah to bring her thence, ; 

Ella wept the whole night, and was pale 
as death when, after many delays, ſhe pre- 
ſented herſelf at breakfaſt—Elfrida would 
not ſeem aware of her diſtreſs; and, all 
things being prepared, the agitated girl, all 
regret and apprehenſion ſet off, 

Elliſon was not made acquainted with the 
day of her expected arrival, but Hannah had 
a commiſſion to meet her, and conduct her 
to Arcadia, 

© How is my dear Lady?“ ſaid Hannah. 

Ella could not anſwer her for tears, but 
hung about her neck, and at laſt ſaid, © I 
would rather die than fee him—he has done 
nothing for me but fright and diſtreſs me—O 
Mrs. Jenkins, how can I fee him?“ 

* Aye, Lord help you, my poor child,” 
ſaid Hannah, your's is a bitter taſk—]I 
would not have him for my father for all 
the world—but one muſt not ſay a word 
againſt what our worthy friends think right, 
though, between you and I, they often carry 
their high notions ſo far, that to a plain wo- 
man, like myſelf, it appears next door to ac- 
tual madneſs—he hates me as if I was a nox- 
10us thing—yet I never did him other hurt 
in my life, than now and then telling him * 
faults 
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faults—but for all that every one is againſt 
me, and even Mr. Wilmot blamed me be- 
cauſe I would ſay white was white and black 
black, having none of theſe feelings and al- 
lowances, as they are called, for people I 
cannot love. But come take courage, ſaid 
ſhe, © if you behave well I ſuppoſe you will 
be ſent back to London, for he much ap- 

proves of your being with—O how cutting, 
Miſs Ella, that ſuch a woman as Captain 
Overbury's daughter, ſhould live to have no 
name one can ſay is her own—and, ſince her 
ſorrows ars ſo deep, who ſhall take upon them 
to declare, they will not drink of theſe 
waters?” 

Ella dried up her tears, and promiſed to 
do her beſt to recommend herſelf, ** But I 
hope,” ſaid ſhe, ** Mrs. Jenkins, there will 
be no harm in my wiſhing him to go abroad, 
or I fear I ſhall be very guilty, for I cannot 
help thinking it is more fit he ſhould have 
left England than good Mr. Wilmot.” 

Ella, finding the parlor-door open, ran 
to embrace Mrs. Overbury with, even filial, 
affection, and then the Captain—when, 
turning herſelf towards the window, ſhe, for 
the firſt time, perceived there was a third 
perſon in the room, and that third per- 
ſon, from deſcription, ſne doubted not was 
Elliſon. —— 

She approached him with awe, withdown- 
caſt eyes, with agitation, and kneeling 
; Lou 
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* You are, Sir, I believe,” ſaid ſhe, © you 
are my father.” 

Elliſon bleſſed her, raiſed her, kiſſed her; 
told her ſhe was a pleaſing girl, and that he 
was glad to ſee her. | 

She longed to ſeat herſelf by Mrs. Over- 
bury, and to talk of Elfrida, but ſhe was 
afraid of offending, and keeping the chair 
her father had given her, was aukward, un- 
eaſy and ſilent. 

„ Our friends in London,” ſaid Elli- 
ſon, with quickneſs, how did you leave 
them? | 

She bluſhed and heſitated.. 

„ Are they well,” ſaid he, my dear?” 

Not very well,” ſaid the diſtreſſed girl, 
« weak, and low, and=—(almoſt broken- 
hearted, ſhe was going. to ſay, but recol- 
lecting the command ſhe had received, not 
to give pain to Mr. and Mrs. Overbury) 
yet contented,” ſaid ſhe, ** quite contented, 
for ſhe is with tender friends.” 
Contented!“ ſaid Elliſon, his color 
riſing, I am glad of it=I wiſh I could 
follow ſo good an example—but it is my 
misfortune to be quite the reverſe—for the 
22 of diſcontent poſſeſſes my whole 

u 2 

Ella ſtarted. | 

** How old are you?” ſaid Elliſon. 

** Almoſt fourteen, Sir,” ſaid Ella. 
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* Had you been only four years of that 
number,” returned he, you would have 
ſoothed me Wilmot's children are che- 
rubs.” 

Ella could not refrain from teare—** It 
is—it is not my fault,” ſaid he, Sir, that 
you did not know me when I was an infant--- 
| was an infant once, Sir, and would have 
loved you as I do Mr. and Mrs. Overbury, 
if you had been pleaſed to let me—it is not 
my fault,” 

** I know it—I know it,” ſaid Ellifon, 
ſomewhat impatiently, but if this is your 
way of comforting the afflicted, to get into 
the pout—l have gained little by our meet- 
ing but, perhaps,” ſaid he, ſmoothing his 
brow, ©* we ſhall be better acquainted.” 

Mrs. Overbury's kind heart ached for 

the poor girl---barbarous, it almoſt called 
him, but there was no interfering. 
When Elliſon had finiſhed his coffee, he 
| got up-“ Meet me, Ella,” ſaid he, ten 
minutes hence, upon the terrace,” and with- 
drew. 
Ella looked fearfully around, and, find- 
ing he did not return, ſhe preſſed Mrs. 
Overbury's hand, and ſaid, I ſhall die, 
Madam, I muſt die, if my father is to tor- 
ment me thus.” _ 

The Captain and his wife ſaid every com- 
| forting and ſupporting thing to her---bid her 
remember that Mr. Elliſon had met with 

misfortunes 
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misfortunes ſufficient to alter the beſt tem- 
per; and, finally, that it was her duty to 
pity and obey him. 

With meaſured ſtep and flow, ſhe reached 
the terrace—Elliſon ſmiled upon her—held 
out his hand to her, which ſhe prettily 
enough kiſſed, and he was touched by her 

manner. 
Fou have caught ſomething of my 
Elfrida,” ſaid he, © in the winning, the en- 
chanting ſtile may you never, like her, be 
unfortunate.” 

Ella ſighed. 

** But come,” ſaid he, you ſhall not al- 
ways find me a melancholy companton, we 
will talk chearfully, friendly together, ſo tell 
me where you live in London, and how you 
ſpend your time ?” 

* Ah, Sir,” ſaid Ella, looking earneſtly 
at him, ** ean you wiſh to know ??” ? 

Tell me all,” ſaid he. 

* Why then, Sir,” ſaid Ella, © we work 
and weep, and walk and ſigh, and fit down 
to table, often without eating, and weep 
again, and ſo to bed, for we do not always 
ſleep there.” 

: How does Elfrida mention me?“ ſaid 
e. 

* Always with reſpect,” replied Ella, and 
frequently with compaſſion.” 

Where learned you to flatter, child,” 
ſaid Elliſon, with a pleaſed countenance- 
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* If truth can flatter,” ſaid Ella. 

And how does ſhe ſpeak of Wilmot ?” 
demanded he. 

With tears,” ſaid ſhe. 

Now, now,” cried he, I acquit you 
of deſign ; for, however high your firſt ac- 

counts lifted me, you have levelled me with 
the loweſt, by this cruel concluſion ; I have 
her compaſſion, Wilmot her heart.“ 

They were ſilent. | 

* Where does Elfrida live?“ ſaid he. 

Ella turned pale, 

IJ will know, where ſhe lives,” cried 

he, furiouſly, ** fo tell me this inſtant. 

The poor girl fell upon her knees. You 
may kill me, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, ** if it is your 
pleaſure, I will not reſiſt but from me you 
ſhall never know this (ecret—you would not 
ſurely teach your child to be unfaithful—1s 
that a leſſon for a father—and here, I ſolemn- 

| ly declare, Sir, that were you to honor me 
with any truſt, I would diſdain all bribes, 
| deſpiſe all puniſhment, nay, loſe my life to 
hold it ſacred.” _ 
Riſe,“ ſaid he, „I will not be above 
confeſling myſelf corrected by you. You 
will, I find, 1n every thing but perſon, be a 
ſecond Elfrida. f 
They walked ſome time in ſilence. 
I have a painful jealouſy of mind,” faid 
he, * and muſt apprehend I do not embrace | 
ga friend in my own child. —You were 
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ſincere, perhaps, if I was to tell you how hap- 
Py I ſhould be to entertain you.“ 

* You would ſoon find the way to my 
heart,” ſaid Elliſon, © if we were to be 
much together—but I will be cheated of my 
affections no more—Love for love ſhall, 
henceforth, be my motto. You may in- 
form Mrs, Overbury that I intend to go 
abroad, and that I with to reſtore her Elfri- 
da to her, and you along with her—and ] 
deſire you will ſometimes remember me with 
kindneſs and gratitude, for this ſtep of ba- 
niſhing myſelf will be purely to promote 
her and your happineſs. 


Ella made her beſt curtſey, and, not be- 


ing forbidden, tripped away to Arcadia- 
houſe, and reported all that had paſſed be- 
tween her and her father. 

* I muſt not hope,“ ſaid Mrs. Overbury, 


for the ſweet conſolation of my Elfrida's 


company; it is too much for me to hope 


for.“ i 
Hannah aſked Miſs Ella how her father 
had behaved to her. | 


Much better,” ſhe replied,” © than ſhe | 


could have expected.” 


* He is an hypocrite,” ſaid Hannah, 


* and can be what he pleaſes, and I can 
only adviſe you, Miſs Ella, to be upon 
your guard.” 


He is my father,” replied the girl ſpi- | 
ritedly, and, as ſuch, I will teach myſelf | 
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8 him; he is not accountable to me, 
tugh Jamo him.” | 

* am glad,” ſaid Hannah, © he has 
made you ſo dutiful—but there is witchcraft 
and enchantment in all he does and ſays, and 


I with you may never repent your good 


opinion of him he never could, nor ever 
ſhall impoſe upon me.“ 

Elliſon now informed Captain Overbury 
of the ſum he had brought with him from 
America, which, he ſaid, he ſuppoſed would 
be given to Ella and her brother, if he re- 
turned no more his Elfrida— 

© You muſt be ſenſible,” ſaid Mr. Over- 
bury, © our child will not want a proviſion, 


| while we have the power of providing for 
| her—and Mr. Cluwyd has enabled us to do 


much more than ſhe will ever ſtand in need 
of—PBeſides, Sir,” added the Captain, if it 


be your reſolution to leave England, you 


know not what you yourſelf may have occa- 
ſion for, and you will do well to guard your 
inconvenience at all points.” 

I ſhall never be happy more,” ſaid El- 
liſon, “ but remain a miſerable wanderer 


cover the face of the globe — and yet, Sir, the 
lau of my country would have reſtored El- 


frida to my claims.” 
Talk not of laws,” ſaid Mr. Overbury, 


© our Elfrida lives to her own heart, and 
would be buried quick in the earth, rather 


elf | 


than, knowingly, be an adulueſs.“ 
l ſee 


* - 


— 


— —— — — — — — — 


1—„“ — 2 


192 EL FRI DA. 


I ſee you are all againſt me,” ſaid Eli 
ſon, * and ſupport her in her very peculiar 
notions—there 1s, therefore, nothing fur me 
but _baniſhment and wretchedneſs. You 
would not treat Wilmot thus.“ 

How!“ ſaid Mrs. Overbury, © is he 
not gone before you? Was not our houſe 
'as open to you as to him ? But, excuſe me, 
Sir, if I mention, that the difference between 
him and you is, his tender concern for the 
peace, and honor, and the delicacy of our 
child, has always prevented our wiſhes— 
whereas you—” 

„Well, Madam, I grant you, he was 
born to have the advantage of me in every 
thing. = 7 
True,“ ſaid Mrs. Overbury, © even in 
= Ft 

But then, Madam,” ſays Elliſon, © has 
he not ſoothings which I am denied? Does 
he not poſſels my Elfrida's heart? Is no- 
your approbation, your preference his 
But we will talk no more of it—I wiſl 
Frederic had not gone to India—I thinl: 
he would have been attached to me.” 

Hannah prayed day and night for Elli 
ſon's departure—and even taught the littl: 
children to join with her—a circumſtance 
which Overbury was ſo unfortunate as to le; 


ou, in one of his converſations with Elli 
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* If you had ſeen mama,” ſaid he, © take 
leave of us, it would have grieved you ſore- 
ly, ſhe knelt down, Str, between Venables 
and me, and ſaid ſhe ſhould never ſee us 
more - but I hope to ſee her for all that, and 
ſoon too, and fo does Mrs. Jenk: ne—and 
ſhe has made a prayer for it, and Venibles 
and I hold up our hands together thus, while 
ſhe ſays it, and then, juſt for all the world 
like the Clerk at church, we cry, Amen.“ 

* What a bitter, what a rancorous 
woman, ſhe is, ſaid Elliſon, “to poiſon 
even the minds of theſe infants againſt me— 
I ſhall ſoon be ſurrounded by a whole hoſt 
of enemies—but I will leave her, Elfrida, 
every one, either dear or odious to me, in a 
few days, and try what peace is to be found 
for me beyond the Atlantic. 

Ella,” faid Elliſon, the next morning 
after breakfaſt, © attend me in my ſtudy. ?” 

Here, ſaid he, preſenting her a ſheet 
of Paper and a pen, write a letter for 
me.” 

* A letter, Sir! ſaid Ella, to whom 
pray ? 

„To Elfrida, from yourſelf, child; fo 
don't take fright, and be ſo forward, as | can 
perceive you are to contradict and oppole 
me—begin it in your own way, and ] will 
dictate what is to follow.” 

„Dear and honored Madam, 
Vol. II. K II am 
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* Tam commanded, by my father, to ad- 
dreſs you.“ 

She read it to him by his order. 

© You have not called me father?” ſaid he. 

6 have, indeed, Sir,” ſaid Ella. 

He looked over the paper and kiſſed her. 
* You cannot ſurely hate me then,“ ſaid he, 
** and, if you do not, it is one happy excep- 
tion to the general rule.” 

„What ſhall I ſay next, Sir,” | 

& It will be better, I believe,” ſaid Elli- 
ſon, for me to write you a copy, which 
was as follows. | 

„My father commands me to inform you, 
that for your ſake he 1s, at length, come to a 
determination to go abroad—and hopes you 
will then return to your dear father and mo- 
ther, who deſerve to enjoy the bleſſing of 
your company, for his ſole motive for leav- 
ing England 1s to give you a tender proof of 
his affection for you, which every one avow- 
edly doubts. | 

He begs you will recollect the privi- 
leges he has waved—the legal and incontro- 
vertible privileges he poſſeſſes, in common 
with the reſt of mankind, under the Britiſh 
conſtitution, of claiming a wife, however 
ſituated, and of compelling her to reſide with 
him, however reluctant—but that, as you 
deny your heart, he ſcorns to take your per- 
ſon by violence there is, however, one re- 
queſt, which he thinks you cannot be diſin- 
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clined to grant him=—and that, my dear Ma- 
dam is, to let him know, throngh my means, 
whether you will, or will not, re-untte your— 
ſelf to thoſe whom you love, when his de- 
parture gives you a convenient and deſirable 
opportunity, for it wouſd be ſoothing to 

im to know you as happy as your condttt- 
on admits of. 

“He laments every uneaſineſs he has 
cauſed you, adores you both body and mind, 
and will never attempt to appear before you 
again, whilſt Mr. Wilmot lives—bnt ſhould 
he be the ſurvivor, ſhall expe& that his 
conduct during the preſent period will, 
even in your opinion, entitle hi.-1 to ſome- 
thing more than common gratitude. 

His tender, his ardent withes for your 


compoſure and health will ever await you, 
&c. &c.“ 


When Ella had tranſcribed this letter, her 

father, having run his eye over it to ſee it 
was perfect, he bid her fold it up, and ſeal 
it— ſhe unheſitatingly obeyed—hez then rang 
for a ſervant to take it to the poſt-houſe— 
ſhe had not yet directed it ſhe ſaid. 
Ne held the ink-ſtand for her the drew 
back—* Permit me, Sir,“ faid ſhe, all terri- 
fied, to write the ſuperſeripton at Arcadia 
houſe.” 

* Suſpicious huſſy, he called her, © wha 
had been her preceptreſs, Mrs. Je ankins?” 

K 2 Ella 


196 ELFRID A. 


Ella bluſhed and even burſt into tears. 

He waved his hand haughtily and indig- 
nantly, for her to leave him— and, ſuch was 
the effect of his treatment upon her heart, 
that, having gained the outſide of the door, 
ſhe left all her diſtreſs behind her, and flew 
to Mrs. Overbury, ſaying, O, my dear 
Madam, help me out of this ſad dilemma, 
direct and ſend off this letter to your Elfrida; 
the contents will not diſturb her, though 
written by my father's command, and J have 
incurred his diſpleaſure, by refuling to put 
the addreſs to it in his preſence.” 

„ Amiable girl,” ſaid Mrs Overbury, 
embracing her, how abundantly do you 
repay our friendly care, and fulfil every 
wiſh of our heart—our Elfrida herſelf ſhall 
thank you for your ſenſible and generous 
caution.” 

Elliſon now ſeemed rejleved—Wilmot's 
children and Hannah were ordered to avoid 
him, and he never once mentioned them to 
any one. 

Elfrida could not refuſe complying with 
ſo inoffenſive, and, in ſome reſpects, obliging 
a requeſt , ſhe, therefore, returned a ſpeedy 
anſwer to Ella, and told her, Gratitude was 
a ſuſceptibility which ſtill remained with her, 
and, therefore, there was not a ſingle indi- 
vidual, who meant her a kindneſs, however 
miſtaken the mode of conferring it, that her 
heart did not thank, of courſe it would be 

extra- 
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extraordinary of acts of indulgence had not 
their weight with her. 

©* That if Ella's father did quit the King- 
dom, ſhe ſhould conceive Mr. Overbury's 
houſe the propereſt place of reſidence for 
her—but that, after the diſtreſſes ſhe had 
known, fo trifling a thing as ſituation could 
not much annoy her—that ſhe was ſorry for 
every ſigh, which the melancholy viciſſitgdes 
of her life had occaſioned him—but that ſhe 
muſt take the liberty of ſaving, that fatal 
chances having deprived her of the honors 
of a wife, ſhe had too much ſpirit, not to ſay 
principle, to ſubmit to the tyranny of an 
huſband, and that the world was too large a 
place for a deſperate woman to fear meeting 
with an aſylum in her hour of need; but 
that ſhe was nevertheleſs, thankful for not 
having been compelled to fly to extremities— 
which, though they would effectually pro- 
tect her perſon, would, in a ſevere degree, 
augment the auguiſh of her mind. 

That ſhe always had believed, and was 
ſtill of the ſame opinion, that the beſt means 
of inſuring our happineſs, ſooner or 
later, was to promote the happineſs of others, 
for that benevolence and generoſity were 
their own reward. 

That ſhe wiſhed Mr. Elliſon that tran- 
quillity, in another ſection of the globe, 
which his unton with her had deprived him 
of in England, and begged he would, as 

heretofore, 
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heretofore, continue to pity her misfortunes, 
and ſpare her feelings, for he knew ſhe was 
lnnocent of every intention of ill.“ 


This letter was by no means agreeable 
to Elliſon— He did not expect,“ he ſaid, 
to have had his power defied, or his ſelf- 
denial contemned—that it was poor encou- 
ragement for a young convert (as it was 
plain he was conſidered) to ſim no more, 
to let him know he had out-lived every poſ- 
ſibility of acquiring reputation—that El- 
frida abuſed his good-nature, and provoked 
her deſtiny, but that he would riſe ſuperior 
to his ſex, and, inſtead of aſſerting his rights, 
and making himſelf feared, as he could not 
make himſelf loved, he would remove from 
a country, where his preſence was felt as a 
bar, and his abſence prayed for.“ 

Ella was broken-hearted to hear her dear, 
dear Elfrida mentioned in ſuch harſh terms; 
ſhe durſt not however, ſpeak her diſſatis- 
faction, and, in order to ſoften the aſperities 
of her father's temper—had the good ſenſe 
ſo to conduct herſelf, as to be in high fa- 
vor. 

At length tke happy day arrived, which 
was, as Ellifon ſarcaſtically ſaid, to free Ar- 
cadia from the dreadful monſter which had 
ſo long infeſted it; when Hannah ſtole to 
a window, to feaſt Ber eyes with ſeeing 
him depart, lifting all the children up to 

hav? 
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have a laſt ſight of him, bidding them clap 
their hands for joy, as they would now ſoon 
ſee their mama again. 

Elliſon ftayed but one night in London, 
and, proceeding to Portſmouth, embarked 
in a packet-ſloop for New-York, compli- 
menting himſelf upon his lenity, his for- 
bearance, his moſt heroic reſolution. 

But Elliſon, even in the act of quitting 
England, was only true to his character 
He knew it was within the chapter of poſ- 
ſibility, that either the climate or the ſervice 
in which Wilmot was engaged, might 
ſhorten his exiſtence, and, that though the 
world, while both huſbands were underſtood 
to be living, would protect Elfrida in her 
reſolution of flying him, and, after her ex- 
ample, call every attempt to conſtrain her 
an outrage, he vowed by every power, both 
celeſtial and internal, that if he ſurvived 
him, no earthly exertions ſhould hold her 
at a diſtance from him; and, upon theſe 
principles did he renew his travels, the prin- 
ciples of diſcontent, of revenge, and rancor 
in his heart. 

Elfrida, as ſoon as it was certain he had 
ſailed, was conducted, by Mrs. James and 
Captain Venables, to Arcadia. 

She was beyond all expectation com- 
poled—behaved to her father and mother 
as if only returned from a common abſence, 
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and paid the Captain the tendereſt atten- 
tion. 

«« Generous Elfrida,” ſaid he, “ beſt of 
daughters, I penetrate your benevolent mo- 
tives of actior—you would reconcile me to 
mylſelf—you would extract the ſting of dif- 
appointment; you would bind up the wounds 
which my heart has received—and may the 
angel of peace and good-will towards men re- 
compenſe you.“ 

She ſeated herſelf between her father and 
mother tock a hand of eack—fmiled—and 
appeared to forget her woes in the conſola- 
tion they received from her reſtoration to 
them—and aſked for Hannah. 

Hannah preſented herſelf, attended by the 
children—her ſpirits ſunk on beholding 
them, and ſhe fainted—being recovered, ſhe 
returned their endearing careſles—but ac- 
knowledged it was too much for her“ I 
ſhall grow uſed to my happineſs,” ſaid ſhe, 
* but this ſudden flow 1s too rapid for me— 
it oppreſſes, more than it delights—ſo, my 
good Hannah, take them away.” 

She reſumed her compoſure as ſoon as they 
were withdrawn. 

Do not, my love,” ſaid Mrs. Overbury, 
e ſtrain your power:—moderate this good- 
neſs, for I ſee it will deſtroy you.” 

Ella and Mrs. Venables came from the 
Grange the moment they heard of her ar- 
rival—and never, perhaps, was one woman 


more 
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more indebted to another, than Elfrida to 
this lady, for the weeks ſhe had ſpent in her 
ſervice, | 

The gloomy, thankleſs, and frequently 
turbulent Elliſon, though her gueſt, had 
felt himſelf ſo much at home as to conſult 
nothing but his own humor—the ties of po- 
liteneſs and of ſociality were hourly broke 
through by him, and, as to gratitude, it 
was a virtue he ſcarcely knew by name, in 
his own compoſition, though he exacted it, 
with a rigid hand, from every individual, 


who was fo unfortunate as to incur the ſhadow 


of an obligation to him. 

Nevertheleſs, this kind Mrs. Venablesha d 
been indefatigable in ſtemming the torrent of 
his petulance and ill- nature; what ſhe could 
ſhe concealed, and what tranſpired was ſure 
to receive ſome ſoftening from her—no won- 
der, then, that thus delivered, ſhe rejoiced to 
behold Elfrida reſtored to Arcadia, and her 
friendly congratulations were warm and 
abundant, and we need not ſay what were 
Ella's feelings upon the occaſion, 

% Mrs. Jenkins,” ſaid Elfrida,“ as ſhe 


| aſliſted her to undreſs—] hope you do not 


let poor Mr. Wilmot be forgotten by his 
children talk of him often to them, my 


dear woman—teach them to emulate his 


goodneſs—I would bid you guard them 
againſt his misfortunes, but that preſcience 
iS not an human talent—but, above all 
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things, let them pray for him—You muſt, 
however, never name him when I am pre- 
ſent—nor could 1 bear to hear his name 
from them, ſo weak is my reſignation.” 

Elfrida, from the force of habit, and 2 
piety, which dwelt not upon her lips, ac- 
quired all the outward figns of tranquillity— 
„ Wilmot's children,” ſhe ſaid, it was 
an act of friendſhip to educate, and an a@ of 
humanity to ſuperintend in his abſence— 
but ſhe was greatly diſordered, when any 
circumſtance pointed out their mother. 

* They have no mother, Hannah, let 
them call me the Lady—for it would not be 
proper they ſhould ſay Elfrida—Mrs. Over- 
bury's daughter, their friend.” 

She would neither receive nor pay viſits, 
beyond Mrs. Venables' family and their re- 
lations—Hannah, Ella, and the children, 
in the morning, and her father, mother and, 
their Grange neighbors, in the evening, 
were her ſole companions. | | 

There was a rude kind of paddock at the 
ide-front of Arcadia-houſe, which, in her 
days of happineſs, ſhe had never thought of 
entering; ſome high trees ſurrounded it, and 
totally ſhut in its proſpects, the interior 
part of which ſpot ſhe had cleared of un- 
derwood, and every other incumbrance, 
and opened and improved to her own 
fancy. 


Here 


E L FRI DA, 203 


Here ſne ſpent great part of her morn- 
ing—a murmuring brook, which at once 
excited and ſoothed her melancholy—the 
plaintive nightingale, and ſome rooks, were 
all the ſounds ſhe Was perceived to liſten to 
She had a little, plain box, ſomething in the 
ſtile of a. dairy-bouſe, <refted, to ſhelter 
them from rain, or too intenſe heat, 

She would walk now quick, now penſive, 
unleſs when ſhe thought herſelf obſerved 
and her perfon, though till elegant, was 
aſtoniſhingly altered—a circumſtance, into 
which ſhe never enquired, for ſhe aiways 


turned her head aſide when ſhe paſſed a look - 


ing- glaſs, and Mts. Overbury performed the 
daily office of putting on her cap, for, in 
this particular, ſhe could not truſt to Han- 
nah, who never would have thought her 
too airy, as ſhe called it, or too fine, 

Thus lived Elfrida, in the bloom of years 
(for ſhe was not eight-and-twenty) the in- 
nocent victim of ſorrow, and the uncom- 
plaining daughter of grief. 

Hannah ſhed tears for her regularly twice 
or thrice in the four-and-twenty hours— 
though ſhe had quite ceaſed to weep for her- 
ſelf—and Mr. and Mrs, Overbury beheld 
her as a once-beautiful flower, which, 
having drooped its time, muſt fall and 
die. : 

From a ſcene of bliſs, Arcadia was (as if 
by fatal magic) changed into a ſcene of ſe- 

riouſneſs 
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riouſneſs—for, except the children, who 
were encouraged to play, and were inſenſible 
of their mother's ſituation, there was not a 


gay heart under Mr. Overbury's roof, for 


even the ſervants were affected by what they 
ſaw, and a ſympathy that did honor to their 
feelings, prevailed through the whole fa- 
mily. 


NEW WONDERS. 
Elliſon arrived ſafe at New-York, but his 


utmoſt enquiries after Wilmot were vain—- 
and, ſuch a ſelf-tormentor was he that he 
began to entertein apprehenſions he had at 
laſt left him behind him in England 
* Should I diſcover,” he would ſay, in ſome 
of his furious ſoliloquies, “ that he has de- 
ceived me, nothing but his heart's- blood 
ſhall appeaſe my reſentment.“ 

In a cooler moment it, however, occurred 
to him, that he had changed his name to 
prevent his being known; and that, per- 
haps, his eager purſuit might be the very 
cauſe of his not finding him, for, it was 
even probable he would wiſh to conceal him- 
ſelf from him. From New- Vork he went 
to Philadelphia, but with the ſame ill-ſuc- 
ceſs, Wilmot was wholly unknown, and his 
ſearch fruitleſs. 


Elli ſon 
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Elliſon having announced himſelf for a 
friend of Captain Venables, had ſoon a very 
numerous acquaintance, and received an in- 
vitation from his Commanding Officer (for 
he had now, a ſecond time, entered a volun- 
teer) to ſpend a day, with a large party, at 
his quarters. | 

One room was not able to contain the 
gueſte, fo that tables were prepared in three 
ſeveral apartments, and a Serjeant, as a kind 
of Maſter of the Ceremonies, was appointed 
to communicate the toaſts throughout the aſ- 
ſembly. 

Many loyal healths had been drank— 
their patrons, commanders, and fire-ſides, 
when the maſter of the feaſt called for a fa- 
vorite lady from each—a woman of honor 
ſetting the example. | 

The glaſs had been circulated- for ſome 
time, and Elliſon was rather heated, when 
the toaſt-proclaiming Serjeant entered from 
one of the other rooms, and ſaid, ** Elfrida 
Wilmot.” 

Elliſon in an agony of rage, jumped up, 


and, drawing bis ſword, ſwore he would ſa- 


crifice the man that dared to prophane Hrs 
Elfrida's name, by joining it with that of 
Wilmot—for, that the Lady was a woman of 
beauty, rank, honor, and fortune, and his 

wife. | 
The company were amazed—and, whilſt. 
they prevented his paſſing them, in quelt (as 
was 
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was his defire) of the offender, endeatore 
to perſuade him there muſt be a miſtake; and, 
as Elfrida was a Chriſtian name—they ap- 
parently thought it unreaſonable to mono- 
polize it, and Wilmot and Elliſon, a ſuf- 
ficient diſcrimination of the individual. 

Ellifon was wound up by this oppoſition, 
and, as he felt it, ridicule, to a frenzy—ſaid 
every abuſive and defamatory thing of Wil- 
mot, and elevated his voice in ſuch a de- 
gree, that every word he uttered was diſt inct- 
ly heard by the whole company. 

The commander was provoked to enquire 
into the buſineſs, from being difturbed—as 
one of the parties, he ſaid, muſt be a villain, 
he begged to have it cleared up, whether it 
was the accuſed or the accuſer. 

Wilmot now ſtood forth, and modeſtly, 
though ſpiritedly, affirmed, that neither of 
them deſerved that epithet, for that they 
were only two Gentlemen made wretched by 
a domeſtic misfortune, and intitled to uni- 
verſal commiſeration. 

The enflamed Commander was not to be fo 
eaſily appeaſed Elliſon he thought he knew, 
and his ſuſpicions fell totally upon Wilmor, 
and, to cut the matter ſhorc, and reſtore con- 
viviality, he ordered him to be put under an 
arreſt till morning. 

The matter now began to wear a very 
formidable aſpect Wilmot's friend inſiſted 
upon ſharing his fate, though a man of rank 

an 
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and conſequenee, and would pledge his life, 
he ſaid, that he would be found both a Gen- 
tleman, and an honorable character---and 
parties ſeemed to be forming in favor of each 
diſputant---when Elliſon, having from his 
violence produc:d an effect that reſtored 
him, in ſome degree, to his ſenſes, confeſſed 
his fault, and pleaded a wounded mind, and 
a natural impetuoſity of temper, in excuſe 
for his conduct. 

This rencounter having, however, unfit- 
ted theſe Gentlemen for the evening's mirth, 
that they might not interrupt thoſe who were 
in a proper temper for enjoyment, they 
ſhook hands, and retired to Wilmot's lodg- 
ings. 

* You are a glorious fellow,” ſaid Elliſon, 
courage and coolneſs, Mr. Wilmot, area 
very uncommon union.” 

* Your conduct,“ ſaid Wilmot, © is noble, 
humane, and benevolent, for you have 


given happineſs to the deſerving ; let, then, 


our common misfortune, convert us into 
friends.“ 

Wilmot, whoſe heart was ſincerity itſelf, 
Was delighted to hear that Elfrida was re- 
ſtored (as he was aſſured ſhe would be) by 
the abſence of Elliſon, to her father and mo- 
ther, to her home, to his beloved children— 
and relieved from every apprehended perſe- 
cution---andq he honored the man, who, by 
withdrawing himſelf, had done this, as if 

he 
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he had laid him under a perſonal obli- 
gation. | 
Wilmotrelated the little incidents through 
which he had paſſed ſince his crofling the 
Atlantic. 
His paſſage,” he ſaid; ©* was a danger- 
ous one---but his private diſtreſs not only 


rendered him inſenſible to his own concern, 


in this public calamity, but of great benefit 
to thoſe who beheld the approach of death 
with terror and diſmay.” 

When landed,” he ſaid, he could 
ſcarcely command his feelings ſo far as to 
mix with ſociety---ſome cavern, ſome for- 
lorn and unfrequented ſpot, ſeemed alone to 

romiſe him conſolation—But he had juſt 
the reſolution to aſk his heart—wherefore ?— 
and diſcovered, to ſooth his deſpair—not to 
aid his reſignation=guilt, indeed, might 
avoid the haunts of men, and, by a life of 
auſterity and ſolitude, ſeek to expiate paſt 
offences - but the ſufferings of innocence are 
entitled to every ſoftening, every mitigation, 
ſocial life, and ſocial converſe can commu- 
nicate.” 

„He then repaired to a rendezvous, and 
offered himſelf a volunteer againſt the na- 
tural foes of his native country, and had 
been engaged in ſeveral ſkirmiſhes, but was 
never in a regular battle—he had aſſiſted in 
comforting the wounded, burying the dead, 


and defending the dying from outrage.” 
| The 
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© 'The carnage of war,” ſaid Wilmot, 
& ſeems to be the convulſton of nature To 
behold beings, not only of the ſame form, 
but of the ſame religion, climate, family, 
ſlaughtering each other, to gratify the wild 
paſſions of ambition, anger, and pride, is an 
abſolute alienation of both benevolence and 
reaſon—to ſee what devaſtation the rude hand 
of death is permitted to make in the peace of 
mankind, by rending aſunder every ſoft, 
gentle, and endearing tie, and leaving wi- 
dows, orphans, and childleſs, parents, to 
people the world, and to deluge it with tears 
Vet ſuch are the miſeries which the annals 
of blood and deſolation record—ſuch are the 
agonizing. woes, by which our beſt victories 
are puarchaſed—and ſuch events are what 
ſupply our public prints with thoſe articles 
of intelligence that light up the politician's 
face with ſmiles of exultation; and give 
gladneſs to what is called the loyal heart 
and yet we beſtow the pompous epithets of 
good and great upon our actions, which 
thus leave an indelible ſtain upon our hu- 
manity.“ 

Preparation was now making for an at- 
tack, and Wilmot, from the pique which 
Elliſon” 8 Commanding Officer had conceived 
againſt him, was marked for one of the firſt 
detachment that was to ſit down before the 
fort, and it is uncertain, and ever muſt re- 
main ſo, whether it was, or was not, in this 

unſuſpecting 
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unſuſpe&ing hour of friendſhip, with the 
knowledge and concurrence of Elliſon; be 
this as it may, the undertaking was of fo 
deſperate a nature, that thoſe concerned in 
the firſt onſet, were, by every probable cal- 
culation, to fall to a man. 

Elliſon, who knew the temper of Wilmot, 
went to him, however, the day before, and 
offered to change poſts with him—* You 
are,” ſaid he, the beloved of our Elfrida— 
you have three beautiful children—it 1s 
hinted to me the ſituation of the advanced 
battery will be big with danger, and what 
has a man, without friends, to loſe, but a 
painful exiſtence?” _ | 

„ will confeſs all my fins to you,” con- 
tinued he, and make you nnderſtand my 
motives of conduct There is a ſternneſs, a 
fierceneſs, in my mind, that ſhuts the door 
of every heart againſt me—whilſt you, Wil 
mot, from your gentleneſs and goodneſs, are 
univerſally eſteemed.” 

When I came to this country my pur- 
pole was a ſavage one— I thought it would 
relieve me to aſſaſſinate you—and, that 
knowing you dead, I would compel Elfrida 
to be mine—there was much of the fiend in 
my ideas. 

Wilmot ſhuddered to hear him. 

But Heaven and your merit, has touched, 
has changed my ſoul—its pulſations, at this 


moment, are mild as my Elfrida's—and ! 
think 


att 
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think it would be bleſſed to embalm my me- 
mory, by your friendly regrets—and live in 
my children's, my Elfrida's affections, by 
your favorable report of my laſt traniac- 
tion.” 

ge aſſured,” ſaid the honeſt, cd (ons, 
liberal Wilmot, if ever it — x 8 me 
to report your conduct, I will do you juſ- 
tice - but it is more than probable that one 
of us may fall.“ 

25 We will not Elfrida,” ſaid Elliſon, 
—* juſtly belong to the ſurvivor?” 

* Legally, Mr. Elliſon; nay, equitably, 
ſhe may; according to the common re- 
ceived opinions of the world but our court 
of equity muſt be that amiable woman's 
heart—nor ought we to wiſh to appeal from 
its deciſion.” 

„Mou, Sir,” ſaid Elliſon, are a happy 
man, and talk at your eaſe upon this occa- 


ſion— but, as I am determined to claim my 


wife, if you ſhould die before me—if you, 
for her ſake, would kindly endeaver to re- 
concile her inclination to her duty, by mak- 
ing it your laſt requeſt— | 

Name it not, Sir, I would not for a 
thouſand worlds hang a ſingle bias upon 
her heart.” 

Then conſent to change ſtations with 
me, and let me die.” 

Never for me, Sir— let what fate may 
attend me, I will not ſtain my principles, 

woun d 
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wound my conſcience, or buy my lengthen- 
ed days at a diſhonorable price, The drum 
beats, Sir, and I will not affect to deny, 
that as the drum calls me to almoſt cer- 
tain diſſolution, it has to me à ſolemn ſound 
but death is the buſineſs of life, and muſt 
be performed with reſolutiom and integrity, 
upon whatever alarming ground — Fare- 
well.“ 

Vet ſtill conſider,” ſaid Elliſon, “ and 
refuſe not to ſave your Elfrida—for I fear 
there is no ſafety for her while I walk this 
earth—a whole ſleepleſs night's deliberation 
brought me to you—my offer is ſincere— 
cannot unmake my ſelf—and, in my preſent 
ſhape of body and of mind, I cannot give 
happineſs to a ſingle being—rid the world of 
a nuiſance, and my breaſt of its tormentors— 
a bullet will ſettle all.” 

* You are a wonderful man,” ſaid Wilmot, 
* and poſſeſs a great mind; had you but been 
taught in your infancy to regulate your paſ- 
ſions, you would have both known and com- 
municated felicity; if I ever do behold Elfrida 
more, I will remember your this day's con- 
duct towards me but know, I could, though 
I was to eſcape all the perils of battle, never 
behold her more, if I was capable of pre- 
ſerving myſelf by your propoſed means—1 
muſt ſubmit to all the threatening chances of 
my profeſſion. The drum beats again, 10 

once 
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once more ſarewell—farewell—parhaps or 
ever.” 


Vet, O yet, once more,” ſaid Wilmot, 


with great emotion, © let me, Mr. Elliſon, 


conjure you to be generous and juſt to El- 
frida—diſturb not her tranquillity if you 
ſhould return, ſpare her gentle ſpirits, reſpect 
her feelings—1n pity to her paſt ſufferings 
reſpect them—and my ſoul, with its laſt 
conſciouſneſs, ſhall bleſs you.“ 

„This fellow,” ſaid Elliſon, as he went 
back to join his corps, © would have made 
a moſt excellent Methodiſt Parſon—for he 
can whine with any he that was ever moſt ce- 
lebrated for whining—yet has ſterling cou- 
rage, which is a ſingular contradiction to 
the rules of human compoſition.” 

Wilmot, though he had ſome military 
duty to perform, was ſtill maſter of a few 
moments—they were to make their attack 
under cover of the night—and for this ſhort 
reſpite he was thankful—thoſe precious mo- 
ments ſhould be his Elfrida's—he, therefore, 
eagerly applied himſelf to his pen, and wrote 
a follows: ©. 1 

* have now, my ever revered and moſt 
tenderly beloved Elfrida, the aweful proſpect 
of ſudden diſſolution before my eyes for, 
the ſervice I am on the point of being diſ- 
patched upon, is expected to prove, in the 
firſt inſtance, a ſacrifice. 

I ruſh 
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4] ruſh not upon it from a wilful impati- 
ence to terminate my diſappointments, for 
it has happened, believe me, in the natural 
and due courſe of the duties in which I am 
engaged; but thus ſituated, I muft caſt 
back one anxious look to your ſafety. 

J have ſeen Mr. Elliſon—have formed 
an intimacy with him—and even perſuade 
myſelf he entertains a friendſhip for me for 
he has, in a noble manner, within theſe five 
minutes, ſolicited me to exchange appoint- 
ments with him, from apprehending mine 
to be moſt dangerous—but Heaven and my 
Elfrida would have abhorred my conduct, if 
I had been capable of taking advantage of 
his generoſity or his deſperation—my life, ſo 
preſerved, would be the death at once of my 
principles and my fame. 

« Elfrida, no=T may be wretched, but I 
will not be deſpicable—nor, be my ſituation 
what it may, will I depart from the line of 
conduct which an honeſt man ought to hold 
ſacred. 

Forgive me, Elliſon, if I wrong you— 
but your goodneſs ſeems rather ſtarts, than 
any ſettled dictates of the mind— Should 1 
then fall, and Mr. Elliſon return, do not 
let him deceive you into an opinion that I, 
but for a moment, encouraged him to hope 
to be re- united to you think, Elfrida— 
gentleſt, and beſt of women, I think 
your heart, that knows the ſentiments of 

mine, 
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mine, will ſupply all I would ſay It is not 
partiality, it is not prejudice---it is the con- 
viction that he was never formed to ſooth 
your ſorrows-—Had he, like me, been the 
friend of your infancy---had he, like m 
been the huſband of your tenderneſs-—had 
be, like me, poſſeſſed the ſame turn of 
temper---my Elfrida would never have been 
plunged into the diſtreſs in which I left her- 
for he would have thought it piety to con- 
tinue you in your innocent deception---and 
ſought a place to die in, where you could 
never have known he had lived beyond the 

riod of your becoming the wife of another 
---for this I declare, upon the word of a 
man, now tottering on the verge of eternity, 
this I would have done to have preſerved 
your Peace. 

* 1, nevertheleſs, pity him forgive him, 
and charge the contraction of his vices, and 
the obſcurity of his virtues, upon a wrong 
education. 

<* Elfrida, my dear children, my father, 
mother, my friends—farewell—if this letter 
reaches your hands—lovely and moſt be- 
loved ſufferer—my firſt, my laſt, my only 
object of tender attachment—my greateſt 
bliſs, and greateſt ſource of affliction—for 
ever, ever farewell. 


«© Your own Wilmot.” 


This 
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This letter Wilmot left with a Gentle- 
man in whom he could confide, to be tranſ- 
mitted to England if he fell in battle. At 
the diſtance of an hour he was obliged to be 
upon the wing—in deep ſilence they ad- 
vanced the ſignal was preparing for attack 
when a deſerter came over, and inſtructed 
the leader of the detachment to carry the fort 
without loſing a ſingle man---they followed 
his advice, made and entered a breach by 
ſurprize---and, when Elliſon's party came 
up, inſtead of ſlaughter and deſolation, they 
found the Engliſh colors flying, and the gar- 
riſon at peace. 

The troops were remanded, with the pri- 
ſoners under convoy and Wilmot remained 
for three days in the fort- -when news ar- 
rived that there had been a ſmart engage- 
ment. TE 
Wilmot was alarmed, and, obtaining 
leave, ſet off, with rapidity, for the vacated 
field---where he found them burying the 
dead, and bearing off the wounded; amongſt 
the nuinber of the latter he ſoon diſcovered 
Elliſon. 

Deliver him to me,” ſaid Wimot, „will 
take care of him“ -In his arms he brought 
him into the fort, laid him on his bed, and, 
finding him weak from loſs of blood, tore 
his ſhirt from his own ſhoulders, to ſtop 


his wound, until he could get help for 


him, 
Wilmot 
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Wilmot was beloved wherever he came. 
A ſkilful and humane Surgeon attended, 
and ſoon diſcovered that Elifn's chief dan- 
ger was from a flight of arrows, ſhot by an 
ambuſcade of Indians, after the troops had 
ſeparated, one of which, poiſoned, as he 
apprehended, had penetrated his fide. 

When Elliſon was able to ſpeak---* Think 
you, Wilmot,” ſaid he, that I ſhall not, 
henceforth, be a real convert to virtue---not 
one good action, my friend, but bears its 
reward 1n 1ts hand---had you accepted the 
offer I made you, the death which is now in- 
evitable for me, would have been your's--- 
but carry my remains to England, for Elfrida 
will not believe even your report, if my bones 
are left in a foreign land.“ 

Wilmot was almoſt diſtracted - True,” 
ſaid he, Elfrida having been once fo fa- 


tally miſtaken, will require even ſtronger 


teſtimony than you mention, before ſhe be- 
lieves again live, then, my dear Sir, live 
let me attend you to our native country 
be nothing remembered by us but offices of 
friendſhip- -O live, and let us both expire 
in England.“ 

Wilmot became Elliſon's nurſe---and a 
ceſſation of hoſtilities enabled him to devote 
his whole time to him—he bore with his pe- 
tulancies—enlivened his gloom—ſmoothed 
his pillow—preſented his medicines, and 

Vol. II. L ſupported 
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ſupported him whilſt his wounds were 
dreſſed. | 

It appeared to him moſt unlikely that 
Elliſon ſhould recover—but the Surgeon 
informed him he might be years in dying. 

Every poſlible antidote, ** ſaid he, has 
been adminiſtered—every means eſſayed to 

reſerve him—but, if his blood is tainted 

which I verily believe to be the caſe) the 
whole maſs will, though by ſlow degrees, 
perhaps, become corrupted, and he will go 
off as one in a deep decline.” 

The Surgeon's account compoſed the agi- 
tation of Wilmot's ſpirits—* If I aſk not 
too much, All-gracious Author of my ex- 
iſtence,” ſaid he, © let me convey this un- 
happy man to the village of his nativity, and 
grant him there to depart, in the midſt of 
thoſe, whoſe ſufferings his life has occaſi- 
oned, and whoſe hearts can alone know 
tranquillity by his deceaſe—grant me this, 
and of my own deſtiny, 1 will not have one 
anxious thought.” 

Elliſon grew better—his fever left him 
his wounds healed, and he belived himſelf 
_ xeſtored. 

I ſhall recover my health and ſtrength,” 
ſaid he, perfectly in England—Can you, 
Wilmot, have the goodneſs to promote my 
return, and conſent to croſs theAtlantic with 
me!“. 


& I will 
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* I will make it my delight,” ſaid Wil- 
mot, ** there 1s, I have juſt been told, 
a ſhip, bound to Briſtol, about to ſail—let 
us not, then, delay our embarkation—and, 
be aſſured, we will never part, buf at your 
own requeſt.” 

Wilmot was, during their voyage, the 
nurſe, and ſupporting friend of Elliſon— 
he complained of inward ſpaſms, of diſa- 
greeable taſtes in his mouth, and of unac- 
cuſtomed ſickneſſes, and would then ſud- 
denly loſe them all, and fancy himſelf quite 


well. 


All theſe ſymptoms were obſerved with 
alarm by Wilmot, fearful left his diſſolution 
ſhould come on before they reached Arcadia; 
but, to his unſpeakable ſatisfaction, they were 
at length ſet ſafe on ſhore at the Ferry-houſe, 
where Wilmot reſolved to take leave of him, 
having firſt diſpatched a meſſenger to inform 
Mr. Overbury he was arrived. 

Wilmot was ſo altered by grief, and his 
appearance from the moſt Gentleman-like, 
was ſo neglected and unfavorable, that no 
creature knew him—lt was ſettled that Elli- 
ſon ſhould write him an account how he found 
their friends - and, at ſome convenient op- 
portunity, relate the incident of their meet- 
ing in America - the friendſhip that had 
taken place between them, and their return- 
ing together - and, with proper preparation, 
at laſt let them know that he was in London, 
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—and quitting the Ferry-houſe and Elliſon, 
with every confidence in his honor and 
truth, he began his journey to that great 
city. 


BROKEN PROMISES. 


Frederic was returned from India, and 
was almoſt broken-hearted to behold the 
change in his much-loved friends. 

He ſpent whole days in careſſing Wilmot's 
children, and praying for his ſafety—would 
tell Mrs. Jenkins he ſhould never be happy, 
unleſs he ſaw him again. 

* Ah, poor, dear, honored Gentleman,” 
ſaid Hannah, who knows what is come of 
him?—he is, perhaps, eat up by the fiſhes, 
or devoured by wild beaſts—1 am ſure I have 
a fine time of it—always expecting a meſſage 
from the grave from ſome one or other—hut 
indeed, Mr. Frederic, I now almoſt begin 
to think it is wich ghoſts, as Mr. Overbury 
ſays, and, that the good, ſo ſoon as they 
die, are made ſenſible, every thing on earth 
is as it ſhould be, and ſo are not ſo pre- 
ſumptuous as to wiſh to interfere with the 
workings of Providence; and, that the 
wicked, Maſter Frederic, have not the 
power to come and torment their fellow- 
creatures; or, mercy upon us, I ſhould 


ſurely have ſeen your father, that is, if he 
ſhould 


KLF NI DA. 221 


ſhould be gone to his long home he did ſo 
love to diſtreſs and terrify one.“ 

Mr. Overbury ſent to ſpeak with Fre- 
deric. Eng 

** My dear youth,” ſaid he, here is a 
taſk cut out for you—your father is returned 
—ill, he tells me—and begs he may have 
leave to die in the Grange-houſe. I need 
not inſtruct you how to behave to him—1 
will break the news tenderly upon my wife 
and child you will take the chaiſe and bring 
him home.“ 

The young Gentleman enquired at the 
Ferry-houſe, and ſoon found his father. 

J wait upon you, Sir,” ſaid he,“ by 
Mr. Overbury's command your houſe is 
ready to receive you, and I will, with your 
permiſſion, conduct you there.“ 

And pray, Sir, who are you?“ ſaid El- 
liſon, viewing the agreeable youth from head 
to foot, though without the remoteſt preſen- 
timent of his perſon. | 

My name, Sir,” ſaid the youth, “ is 
Frederic—and, if it offends you not (kneel- 
ing both reſpectfully and gracefully before 
him) Mr. Elliſon's ſon. 

Elliſon embraced him—* This is grate- 
ful to me,” ſaid he“ I have heard much of 


your merits, and now let me ſee how you will 


behave to your unfortunate father.” 
Frederic obeyed his motion to take his 
ſeat by him, 
L 3 * Does 
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Does Elfrida live?“ ſaid Elliſon, 

«© She does,” returned Frederic. 

Mrs. Overbury, Mr. Overbury ?” 

% Are well, Sir.“ 

*« Your ſiſter ?” 

* Is at Arcadia.“ 

Wilmot's children?“ 

All finely grown, and as good as they 
are beautiful.“ 

«© Mrs. Jenkins?” 

„Is with them ſtill, Sir.“ 

This ſet his mind on edge“ And till, 
I ſuppoſe, my bitter enemy.“ 

She does not appear capable,” ſaid Fre- 
deric, of wiſhing, much leſs of doing, ill 
to any one.” 

Elliſon's color roſe. 

*© You will pleaſe to recollect, Sir, it 
would ill become me, to ſee, or at leaſt to 
mention, her faults, for I have great obliga- 
tions to her.” 

This at leaſt ſtruck very pleaſingly upon 
Elliſon's ear, for it ſeeined to imply a con- 
ceſſion in her disfavor—** Well diſtinguiſh- 
ed,” ſaid he, but I who have ſuffered from 
her ill tongue, have a right to condemn her 
ſhe taught your ſiſter to fear me, which was 
the next thing to hating me, and Wilmot's 
infants to pray for my departure from Ar- 
cadia—] have not forgot her malicious fa- 
vors.“ 


Elliſon, 
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Elliſon, ſo long as he kept his feat, ap- 
peared quite well—but, when he attempted 
to riſe, a kind of ſpaſm, he wiſhed to for- 
get, gave him the ſtoop of a man advanced 
in years, 

Did you ever hear me mentioned in my 
abſence ?” ſaid Elliſon. 

** Often, Sir,” replied Frederic. 

With kindneſs?” faid Elliſon, 

Ever,“ returned Frederic. 

* Do not lie, young Gentleman,“ ſaid El- 
liſon. 

„ ſcorn to ſpeak falſely,” ſaid the youth, 
4 have had too good an education to de- 
ſcend to ſuch meanneſs.“ 

And Wilmot ?” ſaid Elliſon, | 

* Sir!” faid the youth, and was diſtreſſed, 

Give me a prompt, not an artful an- 
fwer,” cried Elliſon, © was not Wilmot the 
frequent ſubject of converſation at Ar- 
cadia ?” 

„With Mr. and Mrs. Overbury,” ſaid 
Frederic, but I never heard Elfrida men- 
tion him.“ 

«« And who taught you, Sir,” ſaid El- 
lifon, ſternly, © to call Mrs. Elliſon El- 
frida ?” | 

„Mr. Overbury, Sir.” 

„% What then ſhe fcorns her huſband's 
name,“ ſaid Elliſon. © You ſtare, young 
Gentleman—ſpeak your opinion of my queſ- 

L 4 Lon— 
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tion! aſk it of you, and will not be offended 


at it.“ 

* Her children's name is Wilmot, Sir,” 
ſaid Frederic. 

„And, therefore,” ſaid Elliſon, his eyes 
darting reſentment, ** when you do not call 
her Elfrida (and you have preſumed to do 
ſo in my preſence) you dare to call her Wil- 
mot—but I will be calm,” ſaid he, that 
woman, that jenkins, is a bitter thorn in my 
ſide—ſhe is the ſcourge of my exiſtence 
ſhe is a devil in an human ſhape, let looſe 
upon me- but 1 will not diſtreſs you—l 
will not terrify you—ls the chaiſe rea- 
dy.?” 

Poor Frederic, having never ſeen any thing 
of the kind before, was ſeized with a tremor, 
which he could not conceal—he offered his 
arm to his father. 

„Ho is this?“ ſaid Elliſon, © am I ſo 
terrible to ſhake your frame thus ?— ls it 
fear or diſguſt?“ 

They ſeated themſclves in the chaiſe. 

* There was a time, faid Elliſon, ** that 
a journey. to Arcadia would have filled my 
heart with delight—but now where am I 
going ?—to a deſert ?—a worſe than deſert 
—for the brute creation would not ſhun me 


—and who will Come near me in an human 


form ?” 
All your friends, Sir,” ſaid Frederic. 
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„ „ Wk, 


WW WW ws 


t 
/ 
[ 
* 
- 
N 


E L FRI D A; 235 


„ What, Elfrida ?” ſaid Elliſon. 

The youth was filent--and this ſtrange 
man fell into a train of gloomy reflec- 
tions. | 

This finiſhed diſſembler,” ſaid he, men- 
tally, © this ſmooth-tongued Wilmot, has 
duped. me at laſt—he well knew nothing 
could reſtore him to the arms of Elfrida, but 
my dying before her eyes—he thinks I bear 
the ſeeds of death about me—but he may 
be miſtaken—Theſe circumſtances are not 
the gloomy viſions of my brain—but facts 
—inſulting, provoking, unpardonable facts 
but I may yet be even with him—in 
the firſt place he ſhall ſound his own 


praiſe himſelf—l will not be the infatuated 


fool his trumpeter—no, he ſhall be dead 
for me— for I will never ſay I have ſeen 
him.” 

And thus, folded up in dark and diſhoneſt 
ſchemes, did he continue, until the carriage 
ſtopped at the Grange; and, on his alight- 
ing, he had a galling memento of his de- 
clining condition. | | 

Mrs. Overbury received the news of Elli- 
fon's being returned, which his note de- 
ſcribed him to be, as a merciful remembrance 
of Heaven—** If we once ſee him numbered 
with the dead,” ſaid ſhe, ** our ſorrows and 
our apprehenſions will be buried with him 
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I know the firſt diſtreſs of my Elfrida's heart 
is the dread of his return.” . 

Elfrida was ſilent for a few moments, 
then calmly ſaid, The will of Heaven 
muſt be done- nor have I one leſſon to 
learn.“ | | 

Ella wept when ſhe was told ſhe muſt at- 
tend her father. If my behavior is ſin- 
ful,” ſaid ſhe to Hannah, he muſt anſwer 
for it, not me, for he has frighted all ten- 
derneſs for him from my heart ; but be- 
tween ourſelves, Mrs. Jenkins, I do not 
think, if I have no right to claim his pro- 
tection, that he ought to reproach me, if I 
have no great love for him; for, if he is 
nothing to me, pray what am I honeſtly to 
him?” 

“His ſlave,” ſaid Hannah, © as he would 
have every one to be, for he is a tyrant by 
nature---however, if he iscome home ſick 
I forgive him---if he has not the power, 
why then he will do us no miſchief, but 
his will will expire only with his "laſt 
breath.” + 

Ella went to the Grange-—he kiſſed her, 
and told her ſhe was now quite a wo- 
man, 

But, feeling his health very indifferent, 
he could not forbear indulging his peeviſh 
humor. 


I ſuppoſe,” 
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* I ſuppoſe,” ſaid he, you will count 
the days, till the happy one arrives that will 
ſeparate us for ever-— tell me, Ella, was there 
not joy in Arcadia, at the bare idea of my 
being come home to die ?” 

* I thought, Sir,” ſaid Ella, © you had 
long ſince known the hearts of all your 
friends; humane, pity-feeling hearts, touched 
by every diſtreſs which comes to their know- 
ledge, and which tenderly draws the cur- 
tains, and ſmooths the pillow of even a dy- 
ing ſtranger---O, Sir, yon know not the 
minds of thoſe whom you thus cruelly 

ſuſpect of unkindneſs.“ 

*« Very well, Ella,” ſaid Elliſon, © the old 
ſtory I find---I am always wrong and others 
always right=and yet the man that will be 
left to die alone, under the roof he was born 
in, 1s the true and lawful huſband of Elfrida 
Overbury.” 4 

Elliſon ſeemed to live only to torment his 
children, for whom he, nevertheleſs, pro- 
feſſed a fatherly affection. 
ls not Elfrida,” he would ſay to them, 

when they hoped to paſs a comfortable hour 
with him, impatient for my death? does 
ſhe not anticipate the joy of Wilmot's re- 
turn, to diſturb my aſhes by his re- union 
with her? Have not the children learned, 
from that baneful enemy of mine, Jenkins, 
to ſing Te Deum, when my laſt breath mar 
4 | : 
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be known to tremble on my lips?—Come, 
Frederic, tell me all—it will ſuit the gloomy 
habit of my ſoul—lI have deſerved the fate I 
have met with—ſo ſays your's and your ſiſ- 
ter's creed.” 

Alas, Sir,” ſaid the youth, © by what 
means can I convince you you wrong me? 
I behold, with deep concern, the torture you 
inflict upon yourſelf, and lament I have not 
the power to perſuade you—” 

He ſtopped. 

There,“ cried Elliſon, © I there ſee the 
true complexion of your foul—it is too ho- 
neſt, my boy, not to revolt at a violation of 
fincerity—I wiſh I had fallen before the 
mouth of a cannon—1 wiſh I had become the 
prey of wild beaſts—bur no, 'tis better as it 
is—l will prepare a preſent for my friends 
my heart ſhall be encaſed, like that of Guiſ- 
card, for Elfrida, and tell her as much—burt 
beware, young man, beware how you con- 
demn, my (in your opinion) horrid ideas; 
for I perceive you ſhrink into yourſelf at 
every word I utter—nay, inſtead of con- 
demning, teach yourſelf: to reſpe& the ex- 
travagancies of a man, whom, perhaps, diſ- 
appointment has driven to the borders of 
diſtraction—A man, Frederic, who, except 
the ſeduction of your mother, and unhappy 
turn of temper, has not another fin to charge 
himſelf with,” 

* Come,” 
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© Come,” ſaid he, Frederic, (at a few 
days diſtance from this diſagreeable inter- 
view) I hear great things of you, and need 
not be told you can keep the ſecrets the Ar- 
cadian family intruſt you with—will you be 
equally faithful to your father? I aſk no 
proteſtations the man of honor's word is 
his bond—tell me, then, you will not 
only forbear to repeat, but to look, or to 
breathe, what I am going to communi- 
cate.” . 

Frederic's feelings were all in alarm— 
—* Every thing, Sir,” ſaid he, © but Mr. 
Wilmot's death, I can pledge myſelf to keep 
ſecret, but my grief, however ſilent, 


would betray me, if I knew he was no 


more.” 

* By Heaven,” ſaid Elliſon, I will not 
bear this—ſo mark me, young Sir, what I 
ſhall reveal to you, ſhall either be conſidered 
by you as a ſacred depoſit, or I will ſpurn 
you as you deſerve—Wilmat—the Wilmot 
you Prefer to your own father, and the friend 
you would find him if your unnatural pre- 


ference did not prevent it, is dead, Sir 


gone, Sir the grave has had its victim, Sir, 
and I am ſpared to tell it now leave me, 
and approach me, hereafter, as your con- 
duct may entitle you, for you know the 
terms upon which we can ever meet 


again.“ 
| The 
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The boy's heſitation had provoked Elliſon 
to exceed his own intentions—he thought 
only, in the firſt inſtance, of ſtartling and 
trying him, but he was determined to preſiſt 
in this equally falſe and barbarous report, if 
Frederic let it eſcape him. 

Three days paſſed, and Frederic made his 
appearance as uſual, the fourth he came not, 
and Elliſon was in a fury. 

Ella preſented herſelf. f 

* Your guilty brother,” ſaid Elliſon, 
«© where does he hide himſelf ?” 

He is ill, Sir,“ replied the terrified El- 
la, ** confined to his bed in a fever-and 
talks ſo wildly, but I muſt not tell you what 
he ſays.” | 

Not tell me!” ſaid Elliſon, © what 

mockery is this? Tell me all-1 love to hear 
diſmal ſtories—you girls believe them the 
natural food of my mind, for Jenkins faith 
and your's is the ſame—What does Frederic 
ſay, that you can fancy is unfit for me to 
hear?” " 
That you are going to kill him, Sir 
that he ſees you, here and there, with a 
ſword to ſtab him, and this has been his talk 
all the night long.” 

« And has he not mentioned Wilmot's 
name ?” ſaid Elliſon. | 

No, Sir, he ſpeaks of no one but you.” 

« I will viſit him,” ſaid Elliſon. 

He 
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He went to the youth's apartment, ſuſ- 
pecting this was only a trick to cover his 
breach of truſt, but found him in a burn- 
ing heat, and, though aſlecp, agitated al- 
moſt to convullions—He was greatly 
ſhocked. 

All leave the room,” ſaid he, I will, 
myſelf, watch by him.” 

Frederic waked quite calm—and, lifting 
up his eyes, beheld his father“ Ah, Sir,” 
ſaid he, © I am afraid I have told all—I 
know my delirium has run very high, and 
you are come to puniſh my involuntary 
fault.” | 

No, Frederic,” ſaid Elliſon, ** I am 
not quite the ſavage you take me for—you 
have a true ſenſe of honor, and I am ſorry 
I brought you to ſuch ſevere proof—and 
yet I have given you an opportunity of 
recommending yourſelf,unſpeakably, to my 
good opinion—nor ſhall you go unreward- 
ed, for, know Wilmot is not only alive, 
but if you will behave well, and never 
mention what I ſhall relate to you—ſo ſoon 
as you are better, you ſhall be informed 
8 many extraordinary things concerning 

im. | 

Frederic preſſed his father's hand O 
tell me all now, Sir—have the goodneſs now 
to tell me all, that I may be certain you are 

- not 
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not angry With me, and I will thank you to 
the end of my exiſtence,” 

„It is a tedious hiſtory,” ſaid Elliſon, 

* and would be too much for your ſpirits 
—only wait till you are able to give me 
your company into the park, and I 
| aſſure ' you I will conceal nothing from 

ou.” 
: Frederic was well preſently, his diſeaſe 
being altogether of the mind, when, to his 
great aſtoniſhment, he heard all that had 
paſſed between Wilmot and Elliſon abroad, 
from their firſt rencounter to their return, in 
the courſe of which relation, Elliſon did not 
forget to do himfelf every poſſible honor. 
And now,” ſaid he, you ſhall atone my 
omiſſions, for I engaged to write to this 
worthy man from Arcadia, but have hither- 
to failed to perform---and yet, Frederic,” 
continued he, though I have, upon this 
occaſion, done Wilmot juſtice, to ſhew you 
what a machine my ae is, when even 
wound to the preſent height of approbation 
of him, upon the ſlighteſt circumſtance 
that ſtrikes me unpleaſingly, that jars 
ever ſo ſlightly on my brain, a reverſe 
of ſentiment inſtantly takes place, and 
I could rejoice to fee. him dead at my 
feet.” | 
“The diſcloſing this ſecret to you will, 
however, relieve me and to you will alſo 

communicate 
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communicate all the variations of my ſoul--- 
prepare. yourſelf, then, to ſuſtain the 
ſhock unmoved—for when the ſtormy 
paſſions prevail, you will find me out- 
rageous---the gentle movements of my 
ſoul, render me much like what you now 


ſee.” 
© I had, and have the power, like a whirl- 


wind, to wreck his peace, and, with ſuch 


temptations---you, nevertheleſs, are witneſs 
of my conduct—learn then to honor 
me.“ | 

Frederic was overwhelmed with the deep- 
eſt affliction for the ſolitary ſtate of Wilmot— 
alone in a lodging—not one ſupporting 
friend=—whilft Mr. Elliſon was ſurrounded 
by good and benevolent ſpirits—how cutting 
theſe reflections muſt be---but they muſt be 
endured. 

Captain and Mrs. Venables now returned 
to the Grange---they had gone up to Lon- 
don with Mrs. James, where the Captain 
had ſome buſineſs, but haſted back, on 
hearing the unwelcome viſit Mr, Overbury 
had got, to make every thing as eaſy to their 
friends as they could. 3 

With this addition to the family, and the 
very ſingular attentions of the Captain, El- 
liſon ſeemed to recover his chearfulneſs, and 
Frederic became more and more dejected, un- 
til, unable longer to contain himſelf, he aſked 

| Mr, 
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Mr. Overbury's leave to elope—*® I could 
not, Sir,” ſaid he, © live under even your 
temporary diſpleaſure, or cauſe you the 
ſhadow of uneaſineſs—but I have buſineſs 
of conſequence with one of my Eaſt- 
India Captains, which it will be an equal 
loſs and diſtreſs to me not to attend—give 
me leave, therefore, to ſteal away, with on- 
ly an hint to your houſehold, that I have 
your ſanction for my diſappearance, and I 
will leave a note upon my father's writing- 
table, that I am certain will obtain me his 
forgiveneſs,” 

* I am happy, Sir,” ſaid Frederic, to 
obſerve you capable of unbending a 
little with Captain Venables, who is, 
certainly both an agreeable and valuable 
companion, and will not fail to amuſe 
you. 
As for me Jam young, and feel an awe 
in your preſence, which prevents my ſhew- 
ing to advantage -I could not ſtand your re- 
ſentment, and dreaded your refuſal of my 
requeſt to viſit London—I have, therefore, 
preſumed to take the opportunity of Mr. 
Venables being down, to withdraw myſelf, 
and hope for your pardon, I need not men- 
tion the magnet - you know my heart, Sir— 
but my continuance in town ſhall be length- 
ened or contracted by your commands—no 
creature ſhall be informed of my motives for 

; abſenting 
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abſenting myſelf, unleſs you, yourſelf, be 
pleaſed to divulge them. May I conjure 
you to write to me, and tell me you forgive 
me.“ 

Elliſon hummed this letter over with an 
auſtere air—but, as the young man had 
vouchſafed to make ſo handſome an apology, 

and promiſed to be recalled at will, he ſent 
bim a few lines of paternal remembrance, 
and bid him write to him. 


A SHORT SCENE. 


Wilmot upon his arrival at London, had 
got one of the waiters at Will's to procure 
him a lodging, to which place Frederic, 
accompanied by Mrs. James, who had met 
him by accident 1n the ſtreet, and learning 
the buſineſs he was upon, would not leave 
him, was directed, and immediately applied 
to find him. 

The woman of the houſe was a widow, 
of a very decent appearance, and, hav- 
ing conducted them into a parlor, gave 
them the particulars of their friend's con- 
duct. 

She ſaid ſhe had been greatly alarmed, 
from firſt to laſt, by all ſhe had known of the 
Gentleman—that he never ſpoke but when 
he was aſked a queſtion, and ſeldom, ſhe 

believed, 
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believed, eat or ſlept—that he ſpent all his 
time in copying a picture, and always ſeemed 
deſirous to hide it when ſhe entered his 
apartment that having given her five 
guineas to provide for him, ſhe ſent him his 
meals regularly, which often returned un- 
touched that he had a meſſenger for ten 
days, to run backwards and forwards to 

Will's Coffee-houſe, to enquire for letters 
for him, and appeared diſappointed by not 
receiving any; and, upon every ſuch diſ- 
appointment, always returned, with increaſed 
ardor to hisdrawing—that ſhe really believed 
he was (as the waiter had aſſured her)a very 
good man, and a man of fortune, but that 
ſhe had not the ſmalleſt doubt of his being 
a madman. | 

Frederic was diſtracted to hear this ac- 
count of him“ Upon earth,” ſaid he, 
© there is not a more valuable character, and, 
if his reaſon is overturned, I ſhall certainly 
break my heart.” 

* Compoſe yourſelf,” ſaid Mrs. James, 
6 ſolitude and grief have fallen heavy upon 
him—he muſt be drawn out of his preſent 
condition with a nice and gentle hand— 
take not the leaſt notice of his behavior, but 
follow him, through all his turns of humor, 
till we happily recall him to recollection and 


— 


peace.“ 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. James ordered a pretty little din- 
ner, went and prepared a table herſelf in 
his apartment—did not ſeem to obſerve 
him a moment—and, placing a chair 
for him, ſeated herſelf at the head of the 
table. , 

She helped him, and he eat a few mouth- 
fuls mechanically—Mrs, James changed 
his plate, when ſhe thought it was cold— 
helped him a ſecond time—he did not taſte 
It. 

She had every thing conveyed away in 
filence, and again aſked the widow queſtions 
concerning him—who confeſſed ſhe believed 
he never changed his clothes, or had entered 
a bed, ſince he left off ſending to Will's for 
letters, which was near a fortnight, for he 
had been under her roof a month, all but 
three days, nor had his portmanteau trunk 
ever been opened. 

Frederic wept like an infant, and Mrs. 
James chid him ſeverely—* Your friend's 
life and reaſon,” ſaid ſhe, © depend upon 
our rational and chearful conduct, and for 
Heaven's ſake do not, by your ill-timed 
tenderneſs, deſtroy what my reſolution may 
effeA—lf tears would reſtore him I would 
not ſpare them but we muſt act not lament 


—it will be time enough to weep when he 
is loſt to us for ever.” 


Mrs. 


1 RUN 


Mrs. James attended him again at tea 
contrived to change his pocket-handkerchief 
for a clean one—aired him a night-cap, and 
he permitted her to put it on his head—ſhut 
up the ſhutters early, and Frederic gently 
undreſſed him and put him into a warm and 
comfortable bed—and Mrs. James gave him 
a compoſing draught, to recruithis ſpirits by 
inducing ſleep. 

A am reſolved, Frederic, ſaid ſne, to 
ſit by him this night, and you ſhall have the 
couch out of the dining- room brought in, 
and repoſe yourſelf after the fatigue of your 
Journey, unleſs I ſhould abſolutely want 
you.” | 

Every time he waked, which he frequently 
did, for his ſleep was broken and diſturbed, 
ſhe offered him a tumbler of warm. whey, 
which he ſometimes took and ſometimes 
refuſed, and ſhe permitted him todo juſt as 
he pleaſed. 


The ſecond night ſhe alſo watched over 


him—when, having ſlept three whole hours, 
he waked, and told her he was glad to find 
himſelf releaſed “ I am all ſpirit now, as 
well as you are,“ ſaid he, but not ſo good.” 
He ſlept again—and then related to her, in 
the language of a raiſed imagination, all he 
had paſſed through—** but it is over now, I 
ſhall never ſuffer again.“ 


„This 
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This will help you, Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, 
giving him ſome more ſmall whey, © you 
will be better to-morrow.” 

The third night he went to bed unaſked, 
as ſoon as he (aw ſome little preparations, 
and, on the fourth morning, perceiving 
Frederic in the room—** Halloo, Sir,” ſaid 
he, who are you?“ 

Frederic, from the Eaſt-Indies,” ſaid 
the youth—but, to his great mortification, 
Wilmot made no reply. 

Mrs. James, hearing what paſſed, deſired 
Frederic would help him, when he got up, 
to a ſuit of clothes ſhe had aired for him, 
and a clean ſhirt. 

He dreſſed himſelf, without being ſenſible 
of the change, and walked into the next 
room to breakfaſt. 

And pray, Madam,” faid he, having 
looked earneſtly upon Mrs. James, what 
relation are you to me?” 


* Your friend, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, turning her 


face from him to hide her tears, his manner 
was ſo plaintive and intereſting. 

He aroſe—* For me thoſe tears,” ſaid he, 
they ſoften, they relieve me l had a mon- 
ſtrous weight here (pointing to his heart) 
but it leſſens and leſſens, who knows but I 
ſhall quite loſe it?“ 


From that time he became collected. 


Mrs. 


f 
| 
| 
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Mrs. James deſired Frederic to withdraw, 
till he could be properly introduced, and 
paſſed the day with him alone —he related 
what he had met with in America coherently 
—his reaſons for going abroad lad a clear 
idea of all he had ſaid in his wanderings, and 
was ſenſible that want of reſt, food, and the 
diſappointment of not hearing from Elliſon, 
bad made him ill.” 

** But ſtill, Madam,” ſaid he: © do not 
know you.” 

pn Do not diſtreſs yourſelf,” ſaid Mrs. 


James, your memory is yet but weak—T 


hope I have been ſerviceable to you—fatigue 
had overpowered you——we ſhall be well ac- 
quainted by-and-by.“ 

* I remember,” ſaid he, I took you for 
an angel.“ 

yo And an angel I will be to you,” ſaid ſhe, 

an angel of peace, of intelligence, of con- 
len po Elfrida, Sir, (he ſtarted) is my 
particular acquaintance—ſhe is well com- 
poſed.” 

*© Bleſſed, bleſſed words,” ſaid he © but 
I muſt not think—we will think, Madam, 
to-morrow,” 

Could you bear to receive a viſit from a 
friend,” ſaid Mrs. James, a young friend, 
from India?“ 

O bring him to me,” ſaid he. 


Frederic, 
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Frederic, who was waiting for admiſſion, 
calmly. entered. 

It is,“ ſaid Wilmot, © i it is my Frederic, 
I ſhall be happy now—but my loſſes have 


been ſo great that my remembrance has been 


ſhattered—for you, Madam, I cannot till 
call to mind.“? 
„ Taur Elfrida's Mrs. James,“ ſaid ſhe, 
we were, ſtrangers, except by character, 
unt accident brought me with this young 
Gentleman to your lodgings.“ 

I feel, I ſee it all now—and would give 
worlds to hear of all my friends, the good 
Mrs; Overbury, the unfortunate—the wo- 
man I have loſt— the children, the dear 
children I left behind.” 

Frederic,“ ſaid Mrs. James, © is juſt 
come from them.” 

- He embraced him—* You have ſeen your 
father then they have ſent you to me El- 
frida ſent pu | bell now be ſoon my- 
ſelf again.“ 

A ach came to the Jane by Mrs. 
James appointment, ſhe aſked him to take 


a ride—he readily aſſented—Jrank a glaſs 


of wine at dinner—the health of all his 
friends Tam rich, Mrs. James,” ſaid he, 
in friends, aud che gnfqrtunare Mr. Elliſon 
is a man of honor.“ 

"Pp rederic looked at Mrs. James. 
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gut you forget,” ſaid Frederic, © two 


perſons, that bear you the warmeſt at- 
fection, my ſiſter, Sir, and Hannah Jens 
kins.” 

It was ungrateful—but I had remem- 
brances that ſtood between them and my 
recolleion--You ſee, my dear Frederic, 
how a few months can unwind the ſkain of 
human happineſs—break down the ſtrong 
holds of hope, and yet not deſtroy the 
individual — the lightning that blighted 
my felicity, ſpared my perſon—I walk 
erect— . 

Mrs. James thought it would be bet- 
ter to give a new turn to his thoughts, 
and deſired Frederic to relate the particu- 
lars of his father's arrival and ſubſequent 
conduct. 


Wilmot was rouzed from his ſoft forrow - 


into ſurprize and diſpleaſure—* Aﬀtoniſhing 
man,” ſaid he, there may be the ſame 
mixture in many others, but I never ſaw the 
oppoling lines ſo ſtrongly marked—he was 


both an honeſt and a friendly being in Ame- 


rica—but how is his health?“ 

In a moſt fluQtuating ſtate,” replied Fre- 
deric, one day on the verge of the grave, 
and the next tolerably well to me, indeed, 
he appears much worſe than he ſeems to be 
aware of—but how, Sir, is it, that my W 

ther 
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ther finds a home at the Grange, whilſt 
you 

D O name it not,” ſaid Wilmat, “the 
difference, I truſt, is ſufficiently obvious, 
Mr. Elliſon's great fault was always to be 


too tender of himſelf—he likes the ſituation, 


and feels not the pain which his preſence oc- 
caſions.“ 

Wilmot was become a new man in his 
appearance; for Frederic, every day, pinned 
up his hair, and made him, though unper- 
ceived by himſelf, at leaſt decent; and Mrs. 
James perſuaded him to come to her houſe, 
and was impatient to let her friends know 
he was alive and well - but Frederic aſſured 
her ſhe would entail his father's dying curſe 
upon him—it was, therefore, reſolved they 
ſhould, for the preſent, be filent—and, in a 
few days after, Frederic was recalled. 

The good Mrs. James had now a double 
taſk to perform—ſhe acquitted herſelf to a 
miracle of kindneſs- twenty little commiſ- 
ſions for Wilmot were invented by her—ſhe 
read to him—played at cards with him—en- 
tained him with every favorite piece of 
muſic—and they took their regular airings 
—nor could any improvement be greater 
than in his ſpirits and perſon—and he was 
perfectly ſenſible of every favor ſheconferred 
upon him, and called her a ſecond Mrs. 
Overbury. 
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AN EXIT. 


Frederic, from his ſhort abſence, could 
perceive the ravage his father's ſlow con- 
ſuming diſeaſe was making in his conſtitu- 
tion, by the change in his perſon. 

- His eyes were ſunk and languid—his 
breath ſhort and labored—his complexion 
livid, and his voice enfeebled—yet his ſpi- 
rits were tolerable, and he appeared to have 
no idea of the alteration. 

He was fond of private converſations with 
Frederic -was ſhocked, he ſaid, to hear of 
Wilmot's illneſs—but I am ill too—1 be- 
lieve our ſufferings are pretty equal. 

He would not be perſuaded to make a 
will, or to have a phy ſician—it was in vain 
they repreſented to him, his children would 
not inherit he told them, that when he 
perceived himſelf a dying man, he would 
take care both of his ſoul and body—bft, 
till then, he ſhould be glad if they w ould 
permit him to judge for himſelf, and not put 
it into his childrens head to wiſh to ſtrip 
him before he was dead. 

This behavior gave great concern to Mr. 
and Mrs, Overbury, but beyond e 

they 
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they could not advance, and by perſuaſion 
he was wholly uninfluenced. 

Hannah could not bring herſelf to feel 
for him“ For her part,” ſhe ſaid, ** ſhe 
knew of nothing he underwent, comparable 
to the mortification his living at the Grange 
gave her poor dear miſtreſs—who, inſtead 
of taking a little air and exerciſe, as ſhe 
uſed to do before he came down, now 
made a priſoner of herſelf, and, to her 
certain knowledge, had a diſturbed mind 
both day and night—and, if it was to be 
one of them that muſt go, ſhe hoped ſhe 
ſhould not be expected to wiſh it to be the 
innocent perſon he took ſuch delight in tor- 
 menting—yet, ſhe believed, ſhe: was as hu- 
mane as another, and had as tender a heart 
—but what ſaid the proverb? why, that 
charity muſt begin at home, and, moreover, 
that ſhe only acted agreeable to nature 
that as for his children, they were bewitch- 
ed by htm, and that ſhe ſhould know how. 
it fared with people in the next world, 
whenever he went off—for, that Heaven it- 
ſelf, ſhe was ſure, would not be able to hold 
him, if he had the power to come back, in 
the ſhape of a ghoſt, to torment his fellow - 


creatures upon earth.“ 4 
* Frederic,” ſaid Elliſon, one day, Iam 
a great ſufferer, thdigh I ſeldom complain, 


for I well know I ſhould complain unpitied, 
M 2 tell 
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tell me, then, how long do you think Wil- 
mot is likely to live? —if he was once gone, 
the world has ſo little pleaſure for me, I 
ſhould wiſh for nothing more than cloſing 
my eyes—you will, I ſuppoſe, think it an 
ugly picture of my heart, but the ſting of 
death to me will be his ſurvival—Could we 
but expire together, or, that I might be 
ſo far indulged, as to hear of his leading 
Xn way, it would be a requiem to my 

ul.” | | . 

* Mr. Wilmot is much better, Sir,” ſaid 
Frederic, for I will not deceive you—he 
is in the kindeſt hands imaginable—no care 
will be wanting, no means uneſſayed, to 
prolong his days, and the benevolence of 
his temper is of more benefit to him than 
medicine.” 

Elliſon looked curſes at the poor youth, 
who, out of principle, ſaid what he did, for 
he was anxious for him to correct a diſpo- 
ſition of mind, ſo unfit for launching into 
eternity. 

Finding himſelf »worſe, it one day came 
into his head, that he would have an ill- 
natured frolic before the carnival, as he 
called his death, arrived: ſo, ſending for 
Mrs. Jenkins, he, as a great ſecret, in- 
formed her, that Wilmot was no more, 
and aſked her if ſhe had any meſſage to 
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him in the other world, offering to deliver 
It. 

el don't believe it,“ ſaid ſhe, © and fo ! 
tell you flat and plain, for no earthly reaſon 
but becauſe you ſay it, and ſo maliciouſly ſay 
it to ſend for a harmleſs woman juſt to try 
to make her miſerable and as for meſſage,” 
continued Hannah, fince you provoke me, 
you ſhall know 1t—if I was ſo wretched as to 
be returned this moment from burying him, 
Mr. Elliſon is not the perſon I would make 
my meſlenger, and for why ? becauſe I am 
certain Mr. Wilmot and he will never go to 
the ſame place—(and away flounced Han- 
nah) nor will I go home and make all the 
good people unhappy,” ſaid ſhe, opening 
the door to tell him ſo, as I know you 
would have me do—and ſo you may find 
2 other tale-bearer for Hannah Jen- 

ns. 

Elliſon, diſappointed, and, as he called 
it, inſulted in his laſt moments, in order to 
puniſh Hannah, told Captain Venables that 
Elfrida would ſoon be a widow in the fulleſt 
ſenſe of the word—for that ſhe would bury 
both her huſbands. ? 

This humor, however, went off, and he 
behaved for ſome time with great decency, 
but could not bring himſelf to own that Wil- 
mot was living. 


M 4 Frederic 
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Frederic wrote to Mrs. James to inform 
her how very ill his father was, and for in- 
ſtructions how to conduct himſelf reſpecting 
Wilmot, in caſe of bis death. 

Mrs. James and Wilmot held a council 
upon the occaſion, the reſult of which was, 
that Frederic was forbid to reveal his knows 
ledge of him until after his father's actual 
deceaſe, when Mrs. James would draw Wil- 
mot to Bath, for ſhe thought the waters 
would be of great ſervice to him, ashe was, by 
no means, ſo well as ſhe could wiſh, and ſhe 
concluded that when arrived ſo near, they 
could acquaint him with their pleaſure as 
circumſtances might authorize Frederic 
was, therefore, reſolved, for fear of doing 
harm, to be profoundly ſilent, until he 
received orders. 

Mr. Elliſon, finding bimſelf change ſud- 
denly one morning, ſent nine miles ſor an 
Attorney to make his will, and was impatient 
to have a Phy fician—* I am going faſt,” 
ſaid he, will Elfrida, think you, Frederic, | 
be prevailed upon to ſee me when ſhe is 
aſſured I am dying ?” 

She is all goodneſs, Sir,” ſaid Frederic, 
but if you conſider the matter, it is a re- 
queſt that will cauſe her much pain, without 
any real benefit to yourlelf.” 

Elliſon was angry=--** You can feel ten- 

derly for every one but me, Sir,” ſaid. he, 
nor 
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* nor is it, I find, a moment's concern to 
you, how torturing my laſt—” 
J wiſh, Sir,” ſaid Frederic. 


„Well, well” cried Elliſon, interrupt- | 


ing him, © had I known you at an earlier 


age I ſhould perhaps have had a ſon—but ' 
you were prejudiced againſt me taught to 


look upon me as a bugbear, a monſter in 
creation, before you ever beheld me, and I 
cannot expect to eraſe thoſe impreſſions 


Deſire Mr, Overbury to indulge me with one 


half-hour's private converſation.” 
Mr, Overbury immediately attended, 


Fou behold a man,” ſaid Elliſon, © up- 


on the verge of the grave, yet unable to wean 
himſelf from his earthly attachments—E|]- 
frida, I ſuppoſe, is unintereſted in my con- 
dition, and only deſires to hear of my exit 
nevertheleſs, Mr. Overbury, I am not cul- 
pable—I married your daughter with your 
own conſent— fell, I grant you, rather un- 
fortunately, into the diſſipations of the age 
but, if we are to be extreme in marking what 
is done amilſs—who, except your favorite 
Wilmot, could ſtand before you ?—Tell me, 
then, Sir, ought I to have been thus de- 
ſtroyed by her ſecond marriage ?—Elfrida 
was a woman, I ever conceived, that, once 
wedded, would have been wedded for life— 
but even your pure and ſpotleſs Elfrida 
could ſeparate her hand from her affections, 
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and, while I was maſter of her perſon, ſuffer 
Wilmot to be the lord of her heart=Am 1 
not then an injured man ? greatly injured, 
deceived; abuſed—my faults proclaimed up- 
on the houſe-top=my merits unacknow- 
ledged What am I to think of all this? 
Does not Mrs. Elliſon owe me ſome recom- 
Pence ?” 

* This is not a time, Iſhould apprehend, 
Sir,” ſaid Mr, Overbury, for mortifying 
retroſpects but, if it muſt be ſo, whatever 
injuſtice has been done you, I am the unfor- 
tunate criminal—the firſt, and melancholy 
cauſe of all my child has ſmarted under—ſhe 
would not have married you, Sir, if J had 
not commanded her—you knew her reluc- 
tance better than I could do, yet you would 
ſolicit, and I would beſtow her upon you 
You talk of recompence—that idea miſled 
me into eſpouſing Wilmot's pretenſions 
Elfrida beſought us to ſpare heran attempt 
to repair the errors of my conduct, induced 
me, a ſecond time, to exert my authority 
it therefore appears to me, that you and 
I. Sir, not my all open-minded and u 
right Elfrida, have woven the net in 
which our peace and honor have been en- 
tangled.” 

And is this, Mr. Overbury,” ſaid Elli- 
ſon, © this the comfort you offer a dying 
man, that man your ſon, the huſband of 

your 
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your Elfrida—her only huſband— for her ſe- 
cond marriage is ſpurious and invalid, to all 
intents and purpoſes—ſhe is my wife, and I 
would know whether ſhe means to pay me 
the laſt duties as ſuch—or if I am to ima- 
gine her capable of revelling upon my 
grave.“ 
„ Gentleneſs and benevolence,” ſaid Mr, 
Overbury, were ever the marking features 
of my Elfrida's character will not remind 
you how patiently ſhe bore the turns of for- 
tune, of which you were an eye-witneſs—or, 
how unrepiningly ſhe ſubmitted to earn the 
bread ſhe eat—upon what foundation, then, 
Sir, are you thus your own tormentor ?— 
Elfrida will behave with propriety, let her 
ſituation be what it may. 

The queſtion I would aſk, Mr, Over- 
bury, ſaid Elliſon, © is a plain one, is a 
natural one, an honeſt one—Do you ſuppoſe, 
if I were in eternity, and Wilmot ſhould be 
living, that your daughter would again re- 
ceive him for her huſband ?” 

Mr, Overbury was unwilling to . 

* And this queſtion, Sir, which it is 
obvious you are diſinclined to anſwer, I with 
to aſk Elfrida herſelf—for, would ſhe but 
promiſe to devote herſelf to my memory, 
and henceforth bear my name, I ſhould die 
quite happy.” 

Mr, Overbury pauſed. 

4 Nay, 
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« Nay, Sir,” ſaid Elliſon, © I did not 
tell you Wilmot was actually alive, if it is 
upon his account you make this heſitation 
I only mentioned that ſhould it appear ſo.” 

If you apprehend yourſelf in danger,” 
ſaid Mr. Overbury, ** are theſe the cares that 
ought to occupy your mind - My daugh- 
ter's ſituation is delicate—ſhe has three chil- 
dren, Mr. Elliſon, in what light would 
you have her place them to the world's 
eye 2” 

„As they are, Sir,” returned he eagerly, 
the children of error, the children of ille- 
ality.” 

Mr. Overbury was greatly diſturbed. 

eis it not a fact, Sir?” ſaid Elliſon. 
There can be no children of legitimacy, 
where the eſtabliſhed laws of the land are vi- 
olated—my fon and daughter, the Frederic 
and Ella you have protected, what diſqua- 
lification hangs about them for being my 
heirs, but that the vows I made their mother 
were not regiſtered in the church— and the 
woman, however undefiled her heart, that 
goes to the altar with a ſecond, while her 
firſt huſband is alive, 1s deceived, I grant 
you, but ſhe is not married—and the off- 
ſpring of ſuch an union muſt bear the re- 
proach for ever.” 

** Your condition protects you, Sir,” ſaid 
Mr. Overbury, from my refentment— 
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whilſt your preſent behavior hardens my heart 
towards you would not, for the univerſe, 
ſtrike at the repentant individual—but are 
you, Mr. Elliſon, ſuch—by what kind of 
ſpirit are you prompted to attempt thig 
equally wild and unjuſt levelling, and place 
my all-virtuous Elfrida in the claſs of ſe- 
duction ?” | 

*© What a double ſpeaker you are, Mr. 
Overbury,” ſaid Ellifon, “ and I have lived 
to diſcover it—your beſt of hearts, Sir, it 
ſeems, can ſpin out proud and partial diſ- 
tinctions, where there is no difference—my 
children, you have an hundred times told 
me, are innocent, but, when brought into 
compariſon with your relations, become in- 
Nam guttry;,” TS | 

*« But, Sir,“ ſaid Mr. Overbury, © did I 
ever tell you their mother was blameleſs ? 
The unborn, of whatever parents, muſt be 
innocent—but ſhall the woman, who, as far 
as human wiſdom and human principle ex- 
tends, has, with undeviating rectitude, been 
all that Heaven pronounces good—ſhall 
ſhe not be diſtinguiſhed from thoſe who fall 
a ſacrifice to the cruelleſt arts, I grant you, 
and to gratify an ungenerous wretch that 


calls himſelf a love — devote themſelves to 


infamy ? then is darkneſs light, and light 
daikneſs. But I came not, Mr. Elliſon, to 
diſpute points with you, or to enter into diſ- 

agreeable 
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141 retroſpects I came to ſerve you 
1 


[ have the power, and to ſooth you if you 
would permit me—but, upon the word of 
an honeſt man, this is not the temper you 
ought to encourage, or in which, for ex- 
ample's ſake—your own peace-ſake, you 
ought to die in.” 

To ſhorten our conference, then,” ſaid 
Elliſon, will you report to Elfrida, what 
diſtracts my feelings will you ſolicit her to 
promiſe me, that as I have for theſe two 
years paſt, lived to her tranquillity, ſhe will 
not refuſe to give me reſt in my grave, and 
never beſtow herſelf upon another.” 

* The promiſe I made a dying man," 
ſaid Mr. Overbury, I ſhould think my- 
ſelf bound to hold ſacred -I cannot, there- 
fore, temporize, though it concerns me to 
diſcompoſe you=it is moſt probable Wil- 
mot is no more—Elfrida would not have 
continued in the ſame neighborhood with 
— as ſhe has quietly done with you 

ut—” 

It is her hatred,” ſaid Elliſon, not her 
love, which produces that effet—Curſed, 
curſed deſtiny—had I been a man of ſpi- 
rit, Mr. Overbury, but it is now too late 
leave me to die in the ſolitude I have me- 
rited.” 
our ſon, Sir,” ſaid Mr. Overbury, 
* your daughter, attends you.“ 


It 
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© It is very well,” ſaid Elliſon. 

„Me you may command---my wife, Mr. 
Elliſon, if you wiſh to ſee her but aſk not 
to renew the ſorrows of the already almoſt 
broken-hearted Elfrida.“ 

Mr. Overbury, Mr. Overbury,” ſaid 
Elliſon, © if ſhe ſuffers me to expire with- 
out beholding her, ſhe will rob me of ſalva- 
tion hereafter, as ſhe has done of peace here 
you will have the goodneſs to tell her as 
much—and now, Sir, I would be alone till 
I receive her anſwer.” 

Mr. Overbury repeated what had paſſed 
between him and Elliſon to Captain Vena- 
bles---<* You amaze me,” ſaid that Gen- 
tleman, © for he gave me every reaſon 
to think, that to his certain knowledge 
Wilmot's cares had attained a final termi- 
nation.” | 

Mr. Overbury ſighed.— My fears,” ſaid 
he, © I confeſs to you, have always been 
ſtronger than my hopes, and yet this wretched 
and infatuated man's report muſt not be re- 
lied upon.” 

Elfrida wept bitterly—#* Inhuman Elli 
ſon,” ſaid ſhe, ** nor time, nor death, can 
tame your prejudices—I cannot, Sir, in- 
deed, I cannot bear to ſee him.” 

See him!” ſaid Hannah, well, well, 
I won't offend this company—but I know 
my own know and muſt affirm that there 
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is but one ſight of him that ought to 
be deſired - by my miſtreſs or her rela- 
tions.“ | 

Mr. Overbury then mentioned his laſt 
words to him. 

Elfrida was aſtoniſhed—** His falvation,” 
ſaid ſhe, © endangered by my not comply- 
ing with his requeſt I there is, my dear Sir, 
no ſtanding againſt that my feelings muſt 
have reſt if I ſurvive him! will attend you 
to him.” 

My heavenly minded child,” ſaid Mr. 
Overbury, “ how perfectly do you fulfil 
every wiſh of your father's heart, where your 
conduct is the objet—I will immediately 
inform him, for, in his weak condition, af- 
ter ſuch exertions, it is very uncertain how 
ſoon he may depart.” 

Mr. Overbury returned to the Grange and 
found this unhappy ſelf-deſtroyer juſt reco- 
vered from a fit, and was fearful of a re- 
lapſe, he would, therefore, have retired 
without ſpeaking, but Elliſon held out his 
hands to ſtop him, and, as ſoon as he could 
ſpeak, ſaid, ** Are you, Sir, the meſſenger of 
good or evil tidings ?” 

“% Elfrida,” ſaid Mr. Overbury, will 
come to the Grange,” 

* Beſt of women,” ſaid-Elliſon, his voice 
much thickened by his late attack—** then 
in death at leaſt, ſhe will be mine— will 
endeavor 
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endeavor to repoſe myſelf for an hour or 
two, and will then aſk her company—I 
feel I could not fpeak to her now all 1 
would ſay to her—beſt of women, (repeat- 
ed he) I knew ſhe would oblige me—but 
do not leave - the houſe, Mr. Overbury, 
left a ſudden change (you underſtand me, 
Sir, and l have ſomewhat of importance to 
communicate) ſhould not allow us to meet 
again. 

Mr. Orerbury retired with Frederic, into 
the next apartment—< I think,” ſaid he, 
** we will ſend for Elfrida and your ſiſter 
for Elliſon ſeems to have but- a ny ſhort 
time longer to live.” 

Frederic diſpatched a ſervant: to beg their 
company'inftantly, to wait Mr. Elliſon's 
awaking—for that Mr. Overbury was of opi- 
nion his awaking would be critical. 

The L adies arrived preſently, and they all 
ſat as ſilent as death, 

Art length they received, as Mr. Overbury 
had expected, a haſty ſummons. ' 

+ Kneel down,” ſaid he, and pray for 

me- am departing—forgive me—] have 
waſted my precious hours in but it is over 
Heaven Elfrida— Heaven pardon—“ 

And thus expired this very extraordinary 
man, for neither powers nor time was left 
him to accompliſh his own intentions. 


Elfrida 
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- Elfrida was greatly affected, for it was the 
firſt death-bed ſcene ſhe had ever been a 
ſpectator of—ſhe quitted the room imme- 
diately. 

Mr. Overbury conſidered it as the pecu- 
har favor of Providence, that Elliſon was 
not permitted to-exerciſe his meditated ty- 
ranny over the gentle heart of Elfrida, for 


it was evident he meant if poſſible, to extort 


an engagement from her, never more to re- 
unite herſelf to Wilmot. 

The Ladies went back as they came, in 
Captain Venables' chaiſe, and Mrs. Over- 
bury, from their report, gave the unhappy 
man a tear. 

Hannah no ſooner heard Mr. Elliſon was 
dead, than ſhe ſhut herſelf up in her cham- 
ber, intreating that no one would aſk her the 
reaſon Why. I cannot,” ſaid ſhe, © let 
what will come of it, I cannot learn the ſen- 
timentals, and weep at a deliverance—he is 
_m but juſt in good time to fave us all 

rom being killed by his ugly humors—T 
wonder he did not take it into his head to 
fend for me this morning—not that I am un- 
human neither,” ſaid Hannah, but ſhould 
have wept for him as well as another, while 
he was in agonies—but when people are 
gone they are gone—and other people muſt 
eel their good-fortune or have no feeling, at 


all, that is my maxim. We ſhall now be 
releaſed 
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releaſed from our cloſe confinement, and re- 
turn to our little amuſing walks in the pad- 
dock—Mercy on us what a nutſhell have 
we contracted ourſelves into, to avoid this 
ſtrange man's brow-beatings, who, becauſe 
he could not be happy himſelf, took 
unending delight in deſtroying the hap» 
pineſs of others - not but it was very g 

of him (ſhe muſt needs acknowledge) 
to come and die amongſt them, to pre- 
vent all doubts and demurs hereafter.” But, 
recollecting herſelf, ſhe wound up her 
otherwiſe not unpleaſant ſoliloquy with, Ah 
me, though, if poor Mr. Wilmot ſhould 
be dead, what a heart-breaking thing it 
would be, now all evil impediments are 
removed.” 

Hannah vowed, if ſhe never ſaw another 
fight upon earth, ſhe would ſee Mr. Ellifon's 
funeral, ſo to church ſhe went, but, when 
the corpſe was brought in, her heart miſgave 
her (as ſhe called it) and ſhe owned it was a 


very ſolemn thing, to ſee even an enemy put 


into the ground. 

Frederic wrote to Mrs. James as ſoon as 
his father died, and was requeſted by her, 
under authority from Wilmot, not to let a 
ſyllable drop of his being in England to any 
one of his friends until he could meet them 
at Bath, and ſettle a proper plan; for ſuch, 
he was well-aſſured, was the friendſhip 3 0 

whole 
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whole circle bore him, that to tell the news 
to one, would have been to tell it to all, by 
the change it would produce in their counte- 
nance; upon which account it was, that 
when Elliſon proved unfaithful to him, on 
their return from America, that he did not 
venture to addreſs Mr. Overbury, Hannah, 
or even Frederic, though, by ſending to. the 
India-houſe, he found he was returned, for 
he perſuaded himſelf it would be ſufficient 
agitation for his Elfrida's ſpirits to have 
one of her unfortunate huſbands in her 
neighborhood. | 
Wilmot, to his great ſurprize, and the 
agreeable ſurprize of his friend, Mrs. James, 
(on having his mind relieved from anxiety 
for Elfrida's ſituation) he knew not how, or 
when, Joſt his illneſs—his diſtrefled feelings 
being the ſource of all he ſuffered, and he 
conſented to go to Bath with her at the end 
of ſix weeks ſo fearful was he of taking one 
ſtep that might either be diſapproved by 
Elfrida, or bring the moſt diſtant reflection 
of ignorance upon her character that in his 


attention to her he loſt every concern for 
himſelf, 
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Hannah, according to her own idea, be- 
haved like an angel, for ſhe never mentioned 
Wilmot's name, except in the nurſery, where, 


indeed, ſhe made herſelf ample amends 


for her ſelf-denial, by talking of nothing 
elſe. 


** I would,” ſhe repeatedly faid to the 
children, give much more than I ſhall ever 


be worth to hear ſome. good news of him 
for poor dear Mr. Wilmot was! ſomething; 


like a maſter, a huſband,” a friend, and a 
papa—and then he was 10 handſome, yet ſo 
humble and fo wiſe, yet ſo free from pride 
—and you, Maſter Overbury, if you mind. 
your hits, will be the very moral of him, the 
ſecond edition to'the life; and Maſter Ve- 


nables'will, from head to foot, be his tand 


papa, and Miſs Elfrida, her mama, but, 
mind me, my bleſſed children, if ever we de 
live to hear of him again (that is if we hear 
he is well, and will come and ſee us) we will 
make ſuch a grand, and ſuch a rantipole ho- 
liday of it, that all the world ſhall ſee and 
know how we love him, and, then, away 
with all this gloom, and our faces ſcrewed 
up in ſuch ſorrowful plight, to pleaſe thoſe 
that can't be joyful becauſe of your ſen- 
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timentals—and we will dance, and fing, 
and huzza, and never, no never be fad 
again,” 

And this fine ſtory was told regularly 
every day by Hannah in the nurſery—inſo- 
much that the childrens' little hearts beat 
high with expectations nor were they ever 
weary of the delightful theme —but it was 
all amongſt themſelves, for even Miſs Ella 
was not intruſted with the great ſecret of 
their jubilee intentions. 

The appointed ſix weeks being elapſed, 
Mrs. James inſiſted upon their taking their 
Bath journey For my reputation's ſake, 
Wilmot,” ſaid ſne, we muſt enlarge our 
acquaintance—for I am credibly informed 
that you and I have already been given in 
marriage to each other by my buſy houſe- 
hold, and their opinoins have, no doubt, 
been circulated far and wide—ſo that if our, 
however honeſt, connexion, be not ſoon ex- 
plained, it will be productive of worſe con- 


& 


NOW . 7 | i + 
. Wilmot ſmiled—** What a plea, my dear 
Madam, have you ſet up,” ſaid he, but 
no wonder, the world believes you irreſiſtible, 
for you can do what you pleaſe with the 
Hearts you condeſcend to regulate mine 
you have long ſince taught to obey your 
friendly diQtates—], therefore, ſubmit m gle 
wholly 
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—wholly to your guidance, upon this and 
every other lawful occaſion.“ 

They accordingly left London the next 
morning. 
Mrs. James requeſted that Frederic, at- 
tended by Captain and Mrs. Venables, would 
give her the meeting at Bath, without utter- 
ing any other name to them but her's. 

Mrs. Venables was alarmed— I fear our 
moſt beloved Mrs. James, faid ſhe, * is 
ill, and muſt fly to her, but, Elfrida; ſhall I 
confels to you, how much I wiſh you would 
let me prevail upon you to accompany 


us— the excurſion would be of 92 ſervice 


to you. 

* Do, our dear child,” aid Mr. and Mrs. 
Overbury, you may be as private as you 
pleaſe, and it would give us unſpeakable 
pleaſure to ſee you once more a: candidate 
for health and tranquillity.” T 


„Never, O never,” ſaid Elfrida, - 3s ſhall | 


my eyes behold a change of ſcene, or can my 
heart beat to ſatisfaction, until I hear ſome- 
what of my dear and worthy fugitive=think 


not I forget Wilmot' becauſe I forbear to 


name 1 deſpair and hope by turns 
You, however, now know my fixed reſolu- 
tion, and muſt deſiſt attempting to ſhake it, 
for you would Pain me without gaining one 
friendly pat. 

They left her without reply. | ok. 
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The ſecond day after this Bath journey, 


Eltrida rang the bell for Hannah to bring the! 


children. 

She waited ſome time very patiently, but 
obſerving one or two of the ſervants . paſs 
the window, whiſpering and ſhaking their 
heads—ſhe'was alarmed, and threw the par- 
lor- door open to enquire the cauſe. 
Why, Madam, ſaid one of the bouſe- 

maids, know not how to tell you— 
but Mrs. Nin ſeems quite beſide her- 
ſelf. 097 13: , in 

How >—where 7 faid Elfi, 4 the 

Mrs. Overbury took 3 band n 
feelings, my love,” ſaid ſhe, ** are fo trem- 
blirigly bw Are — Sufart, what 'has 

happened children are all fafe ? 


O dear yes, Madam,” {aid Suſan, 
* every one is both ſafe and well;zas'a body 


may ſdy but Mrs. Jenkins is. gone itito 
Abends, uren inſtead of the Paddock, 


and bas dreſſed herſelf up in one of her miſ- 


treſs beſt neglig ees, with a ſweeping train, 
and u great — winking cap and pink 
ribbons and ſhe has put pink cockades 

in the young maſters hats, and Miſs Elfrida 
has a pink ſaſh on, and they are all ent 
and ſinging in Arcadia.“ 

Support me, Madam, ” ſaid Elffrida, 
— Wilmot lives—notking but an n 
by k x 
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of his health and ſafety could have produced 
the effect Suſan deſcribes—how ſhall—how 
ſhall I bear to hear it?“ 

Mrs. Overbury ſeated herſelf by her 
daughter, on a ſopha—* Compoſe yours 
ſelf,” ſaid ſhe, my dear Elfrida, your 
father will have the goodneſs to inform 
us how all this has happened.” 

Mr. Overbury took his hat, and went to 
Arcadia. | 

“Rut pray,” ſaid Elfrida to Suſan, © pray 
tell me all you know.” 

* Why, Mrs. Jenkins,” ſaid Suſan, 
as as uſual in the nurſery, and I had 
aſſiſted her in dreſſing the children—when 
one of the footmen came and told her a 
countryman was in the court-yard that 
wanted to ſpeak with her—and fo deſiring 


me to look to the children, down the went, 


when ſhe gave a great ſhout, and I lifted 
Maſter Overbury up to the window—when 
lo, and behold, ſhe was kiſſing the country- 
man,—then, ſlap daſh up came ſhe, and, 
ſnatching Miſs Elfrida out of 'my arms, bid- 
ding the other children follow her, away 
ſhe had them into the court- yard, and made 
them every one put their arms about the 
man's neck, and kiſs him as ſhe haq done 
before them—and here, ſaid ſhe, in the 
firſt place, here is a guinea for you, and 
you may take theſe diſmal things home 
Vol. II. N with 
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with you to your little ones, for we will 
have no more of them, ſnatching the dark 
ribbon from around Miis Ellfrida's waſte, 
and the black ribbons from the other chil- 
drens' hats, and beſure you come again, ſaid 
ſhe, in the evening.” > 

Mrs. Overbury and Elfrida looked at 
each other. 

* And ſo then, going to the ſtore-room, 
ſhe fetched out a pint of ſack, and carried 
it up, and the children followed her into 
the nurſery, and bolted the door after 
her—but, in a few minutes out ſhe ruſhed, 
and opened your wardrobe, Madam, (to 
Elfrida) and dragged out a fine negligee 
and petticoat, and kicked a ban-box of 
your beſt caps before her—and, when we 
civilly aſked her what ſhe meant, ſhe bid 
us be gone with our impertinent queſ- 
tions—at laſt we threatened to tell you, 
and ſhe laughed at us, and ſaid, the time 
was come that ſhe did not care a fig for 
any body, and bid the children clap their 
hands—and then down the back-ſtairs 
went ſhe, all the world like a player-wo- 
man, in the greateſt pomp and ſplendor, 
and the children along with her, in 
their pink. ribbons—and, when we aſked 

er where ſhe was going, ſhe ſaid to Ar- 
cadia—for ſhe would never enter the gloomy 
paddock again, not ſhe=and ſo we Ni 
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Miſs Ella to ſtep to Arcadia, and ſee 
what was going forwards—when lo, and 
behold, inſtead of coming back, as we de- 
fired her, to tell you—ſhe ſet up a danc- 
ing with them—and Hannah bids us all 
defiance.” 

Give me a glaſs of water,” ſaid Elfrida 
* 1t is too, too much for my poor ſpirits— 
What will become of me?” 

Mr. Overbury returned—but not the Mr. 
Overbury he left them—his face was light- 
ed up with ſmiles of gladneſs, and he ſeem- 
ed to tread air. 

* It is all true, Elfrida,” ſaid he, as 
Suſan has told you—joy is always fancy- 
ful—and ſo new as it is in our houſe, no 
wonder it ſhould be frantic—My wife, my 
child—you muſt ſee this party.“ 

“But, O my father,” ſaid Elfrida, © are 
my conjectures alſo true——tell me cau- 
tiouſly, tenderly, as you always do—yet, 
if there is not good foundation, do not, 
I beſeech you, give me hope—for a diſ- 
appointment would, I feel it, be fatal to 
me.” 

Mr. Overbury took his ſeat by her— 
“ There is not only hope, my Elfrida, 
but a happy certainty for you—the man of 
our friendſhip—the man of our regret—lives 
and is well.“ | 


'N2 Notwith- 
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_ Notwithſtanding all this preparation, 
Elfrida fainted on her mother's boſom. 

She ſoon recovered—** Is Jenkins re- 
turned?“ ſaid ſhe, but before we hear 
more of Jenkins, tell me, my dear Sir, 
what accounts ſhe has received of Wil- 
mot ?” | 1 | 

* A letter from Frederic, who is with 
our Wilmot at Bath, (Elfrida wept) was 
delivered by the countryman to Hannah—a 
few lines, juſt to confirm the tale, he well 
knew the good man would tell her—for it 
ſeems he met Frederic, Captain Venables, 
and our dear friend, in the ſtreet, or we 
ſhould not have known our happineſs ſo 
ſoon—but, inſtead of planning further 
ſchemes, ſince they could keep the ſecret 
no longer—they bid him come to Arcadia 
(as they had no doubt he would have done 
without their permiſſion) and ſee Hannah 
alone, and intreat her to take care how 
ſhe broke the news upon us—the reſt you 
know, except that his wiſhes to ſee us 
are equal to the love he bears us, but that 
he even will not come with Captain Venables 
to the Grange, till you, my Elfrida, give 
him leave.” 

*« Send for Hannah, my dear,” ſaid Mrs. 
Overbury, it will be a relief to us.“ 

am not ſure,” ſaid Mr. Overbury, 
„ ſhe is to be had for aſking 5 

a 


S 


E L FRI D A. 269 


had got the children and Ella into the 
temple, and kept me at bay a conſider- 
able time the long and the ſhort of the 
matter 1s, ſaid ſhe, I have got my own 
maſter again, and do not think fit to obey 
any other—and the children have got a 
new papa—at which words the little ones 
ſet up an huzza—but, running to the win- 
dow, both Venables and Overbury told 
me, they would not love me the leſs for 
having got back their dear papa Wil- 
mor.” -- 

„then aſked Hannah,” ſaid Mr. 
Overbury, what could put it in her 
head to behave ſo wildly ; ſhe anſwered, 
nature—and ſhe had brought the children 
out, that they might all, for once, aa 
nature without being plagued with your 
flim-flam gdel:k;ſſes, which had been the 
torment of her life—but 1t was all at an 
end now—for Mr. Wilmot, God bleſs him, 
would let every body follow their own 
head—and not ſeek to make a velvet purſe 
of a ſow's ear, as her miſtreſs had ſo often 


done—wanting to teach her fentimentals 


and dickorums—and not to be joyful when 
ſhe was glad, and ſorrowful when ſhe 
was afflicted—or angry when ſhe was mi/- 
uſed—or to hate her enemies, all which 
was againſt nature, law and conſcience,” 


Mr. 
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Mr. Overbury was, at laſt, obliged to 
be his own meſſenger for ſhe would not 
attend to the ſervant, or come when he 
bid her, until he told her Elfrida deſired 
to ſee her. 

Well,“ replied ſne, Elfrida let it be, 
for the preſent though, in my mind, 
Mrs. WHmot ſounds a thouſand times more 
pleaſinger.“ | 

O, Grandpapa,” ſaid Overbury, what 
a day is this did you think you ſhould 
ever live to ſee this good day?“ 

Hannah, with all the dignity of a tra- 
gedy-queen, walked, for ſome time, over 
the lawn—but being ready to tumble at 
every ſecond ſtep, from the incumbrance 
of an hoop, and the impediments of her 
train-on hearing Elfrida was impatient 
for her coming—ſhe very fairly gathered 
up her finery about her, and ſet off, the 
children, with numberleſs little antics, fol- 
lowing her. | 

In a word, the altogether of her ap- 
Pearance was ſo fantaſtie, that it would 
not have heen a#ing nature, as ſhe called 
it, not to have laughed—and Elfrida and 
Mrs. Overbury. whoſe muſcles were ſuch 
ſtrangers to riſibility, not only relaxed, but 
a moſt hearty fit of laughter did they en- 
Joy at her expence—whilſt the children, 
thinking her the very model of all that 

Was 
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was elegant and amiable—upon her letting 
down her train, like ſo many Cupids 
ſtood around her, ſhaking out her flowing 
drapery and intoxicated with joy. 

The countryman kept his appointment 
with Hannah, and ſaid he had undertaken 
to bring Mr. Frederic an anſwer before day, 
the next morning. Fe 

Mr. Overbury wrote, in the name of the 
whole family, deſcribing Hannah's behavior 
upon the occaſion. | 

K Theſe,” ſaid he, my Wilmot, were 
the overflowings of an affectionate and an 
uncultivated heart; you will know, by 
ſympathy, what ours felt, to have you re- 
ſtored to us—your Elfrida's ſenſibility was 
alarmingly intereſted.” 

Hannah hired a boy to watch upon 
a terrace, which commanded a diſtant 
view of the winding-road, to give her 
notice the moment he ſaw a carriage, the 
next day and the day following—when, 
about four o'clock in the afternoon, ſhe 
received the ſo anxiouſly deſired intelli- 


gence. She ſlipped out, with the children, 


at a private door—and ftationed herſelf, 
kneeling behind them, upon an eminence 
of the park, near the road-ſide—but was 
under terrible apprehenſions left her miſ- 
treſs ſhould diſcover, and diſapprove of 
the rank and file in which they were 
| drawn 
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drawn up to ſalute the coach as it paſſ- 
ed, and order them away before it ar- 
rived. 

They were, however, feen by the com- 
pany, at fome diſtance—the little Elfri- 
da's pink ſaſh, like a jubilee ſtreamer, 
playing in air—and Captain Venables bid 
the Coachman quicken his pace—Han- 
nah, drowned in tears (which to her was 
moſt unaccountable, when her heart was 
ready to burſt with joy) bid them clap 
their little hands and ſhout papa Wilmot, 
and they added of themſelves, © take us 
with you, papa, up to the Grange.” 

Wilmot was oppreſſed with delight 
and had them all helped over the wall, 
into the coach, 

„Aye, aye, Lord love them,” ſaid Han- 
nah, © let them taſte of happineſs for once, 
I will anſwer what I have done, I'll warrant 

ou.) 
r Wilmot, having ben leb embraced the 
children, made the coach ſtop till he had 
ſpoken kindly to Hannah, his good wiſhes 
and his gratitude. 

I think,” ſaid ſne, I never felt any- 
thing like this day's pleaſure in all my 
1 has the beſt fine lady among 
them all, half the ſatisfaction in their kick- 
ſhaw notions, as I have in an honeſt and 

plain 
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plain heart, which I am not aſhamed to ſhew 
to all the world. 

She wiped away her tears as ſoon as 
the coach drove out of fight—*® Well, 
well,” ſaid ſne, how finely times are al- 
tered with me—I uſed to be afraid of 
doing wrong and offending, and I can- 
not tell what—whereas now I fear nobody 
—and for why? becauſe I have chil- 
dren that are as harmleſs as myſelf to 
deal with—and to help them to be happy 
has nothing to do with your dickorums— 
and much good may do thoſe that are too 
Wiſe, and too high-bred to follow my ex- 
__ ample—and will not ſpeak what they think, 
or do what they wiſh, with their Jogical 
Ruff, that anſwers no earthly end, but to 
torment each other, and hold the lovingeſt 
friends at a diftance=for if this had not 
been the caſe, the whole family would 
have kept watch and ward, as we have 
done, and ſtopped Mr. Wilmot on the 
King's high-road, to bid him welcome.” 

Mrs. Overbury threw up the window, 
ſurprized to ſee Hannah walking alone— 
Where are the children,” ſaid ſhe, * Jen- 
kins?” 

Where they ought to be, Madam,“ 
ſaid Hannah, * in the coach with their papa 
Wilmot, who is carrying them up to the 


Grange.“ 
** Bleis 


— 
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“ Bleſs me,” ſaid Elfrida. 

* What have I done wrong,” ſaid Han- 
nah, © to put the children into the hands 
of their own father ?” | 

Elfrida ſmiled—** It would be hard, 
Hannah,” ſaid ſhe, to condemn ſuch 
well-meant kindneſs—but it would, ſure- 
ly, have been better, for you to have 
gone up with them to the houſe, than to 
have hoifted them over the park-wall.” 

lt might have been more politer,“ 
ſaid Hannah, but it would not have 
been half fo affectionate for affection 
knows nothing of whims and forms, but, 
like hunger, would break through ſtone 
walls.“ 

* Will you follow, however, my good 
woman,” ſaid Elfrida, ** and tell all our 
friends how impatient we are to ſee them, 
but particularly Mr. Wilmot.” | 

Hannah flew—and, having a view of 
the church, as ſhe walked through the 
park—** Aye, aye,” faid ſhe, ** there you 
 lie=the diſturber, when alive, of all that 
knew you—but, I own, 1t was very good- 
natured of you to come home to die, 
that we may have no ifs or ands ſtand in 
the way of our future happineſs—nor, for 
your ſake will I ever believe in ghoſts 


again.” . 
Hannah 
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Hannah was no ſooner ſeen by the 
children, than, with one voice, they told 
her, ſhe might go home without them. 

* It is to your papa Wilmot,” ſaid 
ſhe, © I am come—to fetch him to your 
mama.“ 

Wilmot received her meſſage And 
can my Elfrida's ſpirits,“ ſaid he, bear an 
interview) — then will I take an abrupt 
leave of my friends, and inſtantly attend 
her.“ | 

They ſaw him coming from Arcadia- 
houſe—and Mrs. Overbury, who was at 
her toilet, put on three cloaks, without 
being ſenſible of what ſhe was doing, to 
go down to receive him—ſhe found him, 
however, ſeated by Elfrida—calmly hold- 
ing one of her hands—whilſt Elfrida, by 
the aſſiſtance of her ſmelling-bottle, pre- 
ſerved herſelf from fainting. © 

„ My prayers are heard,” ſaid Mrs. 
Overbury—*©* my wiſhes accompliſhed— 
to ſee your face again, my Wilmot, is ex- 
ceſs of happineſs—the full heart—you muſt 
think what it would ſay to you—a mother's 
cares—a mother's tenderneſs—a mother's 
joy—" 

Elfrida begged they might endeavor to 
collect themſelves. 


« Our 
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* Our deſtiny, Wilmot,” faid ſhe, © has 
been ſingular—and the world's eye will 
be upon us—Mr. Elliſon's death muſt 
have. its proper effect upon our minds— 
I deteſt forms but decency muſt not be 
violated—our ſacred union has been diſ- 
folved by an event, we had not the -pre- 
ſcience to guard againſt—and we muſt meet 
a ſecond time at the altar—it ſhall be as 
private as Poſhble—let Venables and Over- 
bury live with you at the Grange, and 
ſend Elfrida to me—unti] we can, with 
propriety, become one family.” 

] was, indeed, once of opinion, that 
to atone the error we had fallen into, 
we ſhould live ſeparated—but it was, I 
am convinced, falſe refinement—the years 
we paſſed together were bliſsful ones 
we have complied with every decorum 
our misfortunes demanded—and we are 
now at liberty to re-chooſe each other, and 
ſhall I deny myſelf the felicity of chooling 
my Wilmot ?” | 

* Life of my life,” ſaid Mr. Wil- 
mot, I have no will but your's—and to 
your determinations I wholly ſubmit my- 
ei,” 

At the end of four months, which El- 
frida would have made ſix, but was per- 
ſuaded, by her mother, to keep Wilmot 

no 
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no longer from his home Hannah met 
them at church, and heard them once more 
pronounced man and wife. 

She returned in raptures, but ſaid, that 
to the hour of her death, ſhe ſhould think 
it nothing but enchantment and witch- 
craft that had kept them ſo long apart, 
when Heaven and Mr. Elliſon gave them 
leave to meet for ever. 

Ella lived at Arcadia, and Frederic at 
the Grange — to which houſe an additional 
wing was built to enable Mrs. James to 
be a conſtant reſident there and as for 
Wilmot's children, they ſeemed ſcarcely 
to know their natural from their acquired 
friends. 

Mrs. Venables had a ſon, to whom ſhe 
gave the name of Wilmot—and Mrs. 
James inſiſted upon it, that, contrary to 
all her notions and principles, ſhe was ac- 
tually fallen in love a ſecond time, for, 
that Wilmot's merits were not to be re- 
ſiſted. i 

The delighted Mr. and Mrs. Over- 
bury felt their tide of happineſs like a 
dream, from which they were afraid to 
awake. 

Mrs, Jenkins had leave to do and fay 
whatever ſhe pleaſed to all parties, except 
ſpoiling the children---an exception ſhe 


yielded 
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yielded to with a very ill grace and 

Frederic bid a final adieu to a ſea- life, it 

being impoſſible for him, he ſaid, ever 

again to leave friends he held ſo dear, and 

7 — he had been ſo miraculouſly re- 
ored. 


